
WITH Louis MacNeict, Henry O f ~ f r a t o c p ~ - . ' . l a  
Reed was preeminent among the 
p t e  who wrote for radio in the 
p a t  days of the BBC Thud Pro- 

OBITUARIES 
gramme. Yet, throu a mingling 8" 

danrr 
, of pcrfcctionism an dilatoriness, Henry Reed fp(nrtendl ingin 

his life as a poct remained unful.. 
fill&. 

MUM to (b.Z 
nrs Hilda Tatkt 

Eorn in Birmingham, he was year he wrote his fist original most intimately. < Y P M c -  

School and later at Birmingham Greek traveller who sailed into Reed rtnaled hhr inst&& rmu- 

z 
educated at King b a r d  VI work, "Pytbeas", in verse, on the In them Italian p h  H e q  perf- ~ i a  

l.lbcRiMC= 
University Here he was among a thc Atlantic in uarch of Ultinu tctyoftho art of radio. All his- k"9"W, h - 
group of undergraduates who Thulc n W C ~  brought Lato bfowbePteo into mdcbiq & 
came under thc stimulating influ- His profound admiration for ic w not oo)y a d nrbpst of I& b i q q & y  hr#n 
ence of Louis MacNck%, thcn a the Italian poct Lcopardi was ex- at scnsiiility, ha had Pioo a dud acmlk to tba aarbtnntt)r 
young assistant lecturer in pr-d in two superb wm-playa $mly sew of comedy and of the 1% m-- - 
c l ~ t c s  ~n sprung pentameters: 'The absurd, and a remarkable gift for later claimed t&t In thk 

He took first-class honoun in Unblcst", in 1949, summoning up dramatic invention. He could be scent, for which Reere & m. 
ianguagcs and literature. and lat. the claustral atmosphere of the e a r c n c v  witty, both in his racial monad to Hil&'s b.thn>om. foil 
er achieved hh MA with a thcsis Palan*, Lcopardi 1n Rccanati, life and m his radio wri* and h t n l  nudity rvrs h.ud fw & 
on Thoma;) Hardy. Ffc started with the young poet half-blind thc wit could overflow into satire fire: *h on rabia, "& .uk 
work on q biogrdphy of Hardy, and a hunchback, and the big- and malice. Yet, be 
but this provcd to bc a millstone mother domineer' a c r  the thoueh-- by oatwe, he ha 
round hu neck and after nsnrly fanlily followed in% by T h e  had an Sym thy 
20 p a n  of tinkc"ng he aban- Monumeni", in which lmpardi'a with w o z  prL 
doned it brief s u m  in Bologna in eomhns,  and coPlld portmythem 

After some p a n  as a literary clouded by unrequited lovc, 4 with te&nresr u s n t d  
journalist and critic, he was wn-  he rctwrw to Recanati and M % n; in a moving mne 
scripted in 1941 into thc Royal .carty d k t h .  Ti;.:', ,I i .. .' ? tf- :+,?~m the 
Anny Ordnance Corps (mn erpc 'Return to Naples" (1950) %'a .' 

& .!? 
r)rikadF-' di* Medid d?i 

ricnce later recalled In his much- lively yet moving rm:d  of a his mistress Biaaca Cappello, ly- 
antholqised pocm, "Naming of young Englishmar.'~ five visits, ing on their death-bed together, lowed, e?& prompted Q rome 
Parts").. over 20 ywr; to a Ncopolitan will not renounce their love, oubmxhg perfonna~ce in itx 

Later he was transferred to Na- family ( b e  father a passionate though it will corndean them to p 
val Intelligence at Blctchley until s~mpcoIlcctor ,  the mother af., eternal damnation. 
his demobilisation in 1945 A year fectionatcly warm but equally There is no doubt that Henry 
later his poems were y b t i d x d  pasionate. b a c t  with the cares of Reed pay enjoyed hh U years rldonr;, aod it is 
under the title of A Map of V c m  a gmwing family as Mussolini as a writer or BBC Features De- BBC ~ ~ a t t c q & d  
rn They incl.jJeJ, with "Naming gains power). 'The Streets of ment Though he preferred to b tbae ot otba Kead mas- 
of' Part;" and two p m  in simi- Pompcii", awarded an Italia Prize I? is club, the &vile, to the pubs 
1.; re in  a number of psmnal  po- in 1951, opens with an evocation adjacent to Bcoa&asw House. tez&tPrW, Thkd Rp 
e n s  that reflected his deep love of in a version of he found himself in an 
1t31y and its enchanting small tit- followed by a professional circle of ?lc cat- B . m m s ~ a w d ~ *  1n w Hemy l ~ c d ' a  lnsjor 
ies In amther group, "The partly io verse, partly in produccrs,writem,compmcra, ac- works could bo 
Dmcrt", he created ~msga.ofdis-" sequences, of a day t o n  and t e c b n i c i  ' artid0 in 
tant Imda and weans. Four po- m n g  the ruined build- His scri b were rarely compkt- 

zz? "G 
h i r e  

ems in "l'inugcl" eroke.thc tng- mgs by a pair of young Italian lor- ed more t&n a dsy ar two before ?- bow 
tdy of Tristram and Iscult. *en,  a coupre o f b t t i s h  archaeoII r e h e b c g m ,  but hr putisu- pued since h hd-: 

The publication of A Map of ogists, a quartet of youthful lady relished the offcctbu& o poem Henry Reod wan ep 
V r r o ~  immediately established Eaglish holiday-mpkers, and a teem in which be was heM by the r a p !  tbit be wrrod ne#p to 
Henry Rccd's reputation as a Traveller who w the poet's oltu i" p of playen w b  d l y  wntc for mdio *uad didat ' 

ormcd the nudeus of his atrt As poet; but a p r t  from fm poem ego. lmmdaiald 
(including "Naming of Parts") in Radio works on other Italian he usually attended dl r e  w a k  a( 
Lawns of lhc War, 1970, no other themes included m e  Gnat De this affection war cnhurad dur- dnmrtigt, lad th8 x ir 
volume of poem was published sire I had", which imagines ing the i a t u  stags of his ndio a- doubt that be amthud  bo 
during his Lifetime. After its first Shakespeare visiting Mantua and m r ,  wheo the poetic content of r & r t f a r s c w d ~ h i r  
broadcast in 1958, a narrative the Gonzaga palace with a corn- his work waa gradually o n e n  th gdudly 
poem, 'The Auction Sale", was an of Italian players, and find- by the hil-satirical. a ~ x l k o o e v e r g o t u a r o d b o ~  
printed in T ~ C  Listener Png bimv~f alone in a salon d- roduct of hia n s e u c h  eti a dume for pl#icltioa 

h*rlifch.d&.*u ela&m--.hun- In 1947 Henry Reed began his rated with the sprawling Trojan into 
radio writing uueer with a two- frescoes of Giulio Romano: which d'& "A E9y-Elaction in tba maim, dtber hb&d or'& 
hour version of Moby Dick, intcr- ShaktJpeare later describer in Nineties", bared oa matehl in doacd TO wxt out tbc cboa, 
s rocd with reflective poems on 17u Rape of Luaccc "Vinccmn, the Dorchester local rrowrptpea be r major brt C w h i t e m  of the w h l e  md in 1950, pracotcd the life of %o ycan later he dm m hh 
the symbolism of whaling: and Vinccnzo Gonzaga in a own ~ r i c m x 8  to d u d d o  the &- 
with the w a n d  of the t h e  days' dramatised .form within the t r i b u l a m  of a naive p m g  biq- H~ ~ b a r f  a-m pursuit dcscr i i  by Ishmael in a framework of narration by the rapper: Herbtq Rqm, U+ 4 g m m  .. 
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verse intcrmcao, Ln thc same. four women whom he had kmun reelng d o r m a w n  for the blogn- r- 
(\? 
-, 

I DINED ar ty  with Christopher 
one evening at his fiat in Enton 
Square; w were suprised to find 
it waa morn& before we stopped 
talking aod nadiag aloud, Hc 
walkadsaoerthclaadamlw 
drank two WtIa of milk w had been kft for Z ~ r d  Haltfax 

f i c r  our oelghbour m 
Yo&tihue," Chnrtoptrer w d ,  
' a d  woa't mi&" 

' h t  &dtrit in talking with 
friends was ncver-cnding, nor war, 
a of boyish escapades. 
Tbac less rdwPt wore Rfven 


