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Oh, iisteners, 
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And sit in Stoke or Basillgstoke listening appreciativeiy io cht: 
szienre. 

i$Vliich is aiso rhe silerc- ci" heii) p x " j .  nor. fr?r your skins, bnc 
your souls. 

Ail'd pf2y 102 ~ ; i e  ;iso ~.il~?.er ?he i!lz;.gkfy $:air. 
As we get oldel- we do not get any younger. 

for gharma under the holy --.. mountain. 

HENRY REED 

-4s 1.w GET QLDER we do nos ger any younser. 
Seasons return, and today 1 am fif ty-he,  
And this time last year il was fifty-four, Swzeney in Articulo 
And this time next yeas % shall be sixty-two. THE VOICE OF SWEEMEY 

And I cannot say 1 snouid like (to speak Tor m~s?'li"/ - l o  see my time over again-ir" you can c d  it. Lac: 

Fidgeting uneasily under a draughty stair, 
Or counting sleepless nights in the crowded tube. 

There are certain precauzions-though none of them very se- 

liable- 
Against the blast from bombs and the flying splinter, 
Bkat not againsc the blast from hea~~en,  vento dei venti, Thirst overtook us, conjured up by Budweisserbrau 
The  wind within a qvind unable to speak lor wind; On a neon sign: we counted our dollar bills. 
And the frigid berrnings of purgatory will not be touched Then out into the night air, into Maloney's Bar, 
By any emoTI' . lent. And drank whiskey, and yarned by the hour, 

1 think yon will find this put, Das Herz ist gestorben,l swell dame, echt Bronx. 
Better chan I could ever hope to express it, An6 when we were o u t o n  bail, staying ~ i r h  the Dalai L m a ,  
In the words of Khasma: "Si is, we belieye, My c ~ c ! s ,  h: gaX:2 a ride on a 
Idle to hope thae the simple stirrup-pump And H was speechless. R e  said, Mamie, 
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And on my cheeks sweer kisses prese? 

pact cultural s z u p  that felt itself, with some reason, a t  the center of 
things and thus able to judge what was eccentric. A similar situation 

favor of New 

iroa D?~ib~qac"-a dogan long foq~i:"", since the! sag2zine's rezder- 
ship has for two decades been as much ~outsidc New York as icside the 

" H e n ~ j  W&s:vorth Lon@ peatedly into this caiego city, a change that does not  signify a victory of the provinces but just 
his Hiaruatha, Pillagz Blacksmith, Wreck of the Hesperus, Psalm the reve~se-crystallized this dominance of the urban wits. Furtliermore, 
(..Tell me not in mournful numbers / Life is but an empty drea they had something on  which to exercise their parodic conservarisrm 
above all his Excelszor: "The shades of night were Ealli;lg iay~ -the rise of a lix~lajiy a.railrgarde,-. 3a;sdy still appear; i~ The Nzm through an Alpine village passed / A youth who bore mid snow a 
A banner with this strange device: / Excelsior!" The situation is irre Yorker but  not w i ~ h   he old vigor. Perhaps because the sesse of fun 
comic, as is kongfe!low's development of it, and folk buzlesques spro has atrophied since the thirties. O r  perhaps because the present avant- 
mediately. 9 remember two from my childhood: one thai wrecked t garde is coca hermetic to be parodied. T h e  T Z ~ !  world. k29 become SO 

fantastac that same. or̂  which parody is a srabd;vision, is &iscornraged 

the name of a then much-advertised brand of $oap, Smoilio. because reality outdistances it. What can a satirist add to the Uz-Sam- 
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