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THE MESSAGE

TN this age of turbulence and

uncertainty, with its ever-
changing panorama of hope
and despair whmh seems to
bind together “the bundle
of the living” Christians
throughout the world will
unite on Christmas Day to
witness to their belief in that
unique event which took place
in the first century of our era
in Palestine, namely, the In-
carnation, or God become man
in the person of Jesus, the
Infant of Bethlehem, that man
might learn the sod“ard ap-
proach, and it mayv not be in-
appropriate bneﬂ:« to examine
both the political environment
in all its aspects and the basis
of such belief.

Everyone knows that Our
Lord lived on earth as a
Palestinian Jew, and that His
ministry was exercised in a
land where the extremes of
political and religious outlock
caused the Romans no little
anxiety, but it may not be
generally realised how pro-
foundly His life was influenced
by that part of the Holy Land
in which His home town,
Nazareth, stood.

Palestine, which lay on the
west of the River Jordan, con-
tained three districts, Galilee,
in the north, Judaea, the
south, and Samaria between
them.

In character the Judaeans

e s B land fthey: ‘alone, in.. their
Technicolor.  3.35, 653 (u.» opinion, ~were faithful to
“THIS MODERN AGE. e|the religious flaws and
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NEW YEAR'S EVE,
NEXT SUNDAY.

SPECIAL MIDNIGHT SHOW
2t 10 pm.

covenant relationship between
the nation and its God. It is
surely safe to hazard that it
was no mere chance which set
the scene of Our Lord’s
ministry mainly in the north,
where He was at home, and
the character of whose people
He so well understood. Pales-
tine in the first century was,
however, a troubled land, The
advent of the Romans had
produced internal economic
difficulties which reached out
to every sphere of Jewish life.
Rehgmus zeal was running

high, and while hatred of
Rome was slowly being fanned

into flame frustration was
everywhere.
Into a land such as this,

Christians declare, God became
in the person of
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Christ. The narratives which
preface the Gospels of SS.
Matthew and Luke give us
glimpses into that miraculous
event and otherwise blank
childhood. Much has been
written for and against the
truth of these claims, but it is
not on these alone that the
Christian assertion stands or
falls. Without being unduly
credulous, weight must be
given to the tradition of the
ages. Ty is surely absurd to
imagine that the Chrxsnan
claims coild have persisted
through the centuries were
there mo substance of fact
behind them. Men do not
‘ashion their lives upon a
myth, much less find them
transformed  thereby. ' The
basis of belief can only be
reality, The far - reaching
claims made by Our Lord
while on earth must be true
would never have
test of time and re-
lentless scholastic probing, to
say nothing of denial by the
materialists of all ages.
‘The festive season
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annual to man that
until he ceases to look to his
fellow-man for a solution to
his problems those problems
will remain to torment his
soul, The tangled web of
perplexity betokens the bank-
ruptey of unaided human
endeavour. Let it be clearly
understood in this world
of multitudinous ideologies
clamouring for adherents that
Christians do not worship a
man elevated to the dignity of
Dnvmxtv but Divinity clothed
humility. The former out-
look has in all ages won many
followers, but it is the latter
hicl the -rock of
Christian belief.
That in the first century of

our era God became man seems |

:)oe many rxdljculous, and let. it
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that it is a
stupendous claim, but one
which has resulted in radically
changing the course ‘of history,

e age in which we live is
sorely perplexed, and there is
no need for Christians to
apologise for their faith. e
way of life offered to man by
Jesus is not an easy one, but it
is one which affords a full
development to the totality of
His being; not only external
peace, but also internal tran-
quillity, which so many today
crave,

China and *cease-fire”
THE official rejection by Chou
En-lai, the Chinese Com-
munist Forelgn Minister, of the
United Nations “ cease-fire " resolu-
tion dots the i's and crosses the
s of the earlier rejection made
by Gen. Wu when he was leading
the Communist Chinese delegation
at Lake Success. The most
significant passage in Chou En-lai's
statement is the onme which says
that the United Nations resolution
was illegal because it was made

without the participation or the | Padstow

St. Mattheyw it., 10.
“When they saw the star, they
nJomd with exceeding great
joy*

MzrcurY — 1861 | remains

consent of delegates of the Chinese
People’s Government.

This, in plain words, means that
the Pekin Government has rejected
tha * cease-fire " resolution because
Communist China is not seated in
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. ‘the view that a
seat the Security Council
one of Communist China's
basic conditions for any form of
lrzexﬂlmuun with the West over

on

The British Government would
be willing to see the Pekin Govern-
ment in the Security Council right
away. But the United States
Government maintains its objec~
tions to such a course. It is
difficult to see how a truce can be
arranged and even more difficult,
therefore, to envisage peace
negotiations. A way out may
perhaps be sought by Mr. Nehru,
the Indian Premier, who is cxediled
with a plan for a “truce”
ference in New Delhi between him.

self, the British Hi Com-
missioner, and the Chinese,
Russian, Americnn. and French

e

this idea, hovtever is that it would
take the matier out ot the United
Nations Organisation’s orbit. Mr.
Nehru may be expected to discuss
these matters vm.h Mr, Attlee and

vin_when he comes tu
London early m January for the
canference Commonwealth
e ey

Tito and the West

_\ STATEMENT has been made
X on the Yugoslav radio by an
official military spokesman of the
Tito Government that if Yugo-
slavia should be attacked she * will
not fight alone” The spokesman
added that if Russia attacked * the

sympathies of the progressive
world will be with us.” the
Tito-Cominform  split, the “pro-

vessive world” meant Russia and
her satellites, Now it means the
Western Powers.

It is clear that the Tito Govern-
ment, under the pressure of grow-
ing threats from Russia and the
Cominform, is now feeling itself
obliged to align itself more and
more openly with the West. The
recent rapprochement with Greece
was part of this development. The
American and British eredits have
been necessary to provide food-
stuffs and other consumer goods at
a time when a partial famine has
been in ¥ i
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Giant plough, owned by Mr, W. J.

Coppin, ot

Barton, Bodmin.
“six blades turn over 6. of ground l.liqlhof1hl..lndhemhhnfplou‘h

FARMING NEWS

Farmers watch snow’s disappearance
with much relief

‘WHITE Christmas looks its

DAILY ROUND HAS TO CONTINUE

who manage to caleulate accurately
the gmount mev are entitled o buy

Weighing n.m, two tons, its
acres an hour.

in 1939 cattle totalled 8,871.000;
today they number 10,610,000. Cor-
ol

A best on gteetmg cards once
the years of havi

passed, and it was with much
rehei ‘that farmers saw the
snow disappear. For farmers,
as indeed nearly all who loo
after the rations, must go their
rounds as usual despite the
season or the weather.

Cattle need milking, there are
sheep to see to, and, as the house- |
wife knows so well, the beasts
must ‘be fed. If the ground Is |

covered with snow the work ot
the shepherd and stockman
much mcrcased

owever, 8 coat

The Tito Government now finds
that it can no longer keep strictly
to the line it adopted during the
first phase after the break with

Moscow—that s the policy of

“non-involvement * in the East-
West struggle. In time there may
be some degree of liberalisation of
the régime internally, but this is
not to be expected to take place
rapidly.

New books

SEA PAGEANT OF
BRITAIN

The pherson  Collection
(Staples Press. 43 assembles in
ook form the renowned collection
of maritime prins and drawings
allnnal \(a-mme Muwum

reemn: e compiler, Mr.
M.S. Rnbmsom oot 1t 8 pageant
of the sea” It is in reality a
history in pictures of warships,
merchant _ships, yachts,
admirals snd seamen, harbours
and charts, that ranges from the
Norman ‘nvasion of 1086 to the
tea clippers that have faded from
the sea in living memory.

;;'

portraits of our zrent captains,
there are Intriguing line engrav-
gs of Drake ashore at the River

Pluk in 1578 and Ralegh at Trinl.
dad in 1595, a whole series of
Armada pictures, and a char
the coast from the !sles of Scifly

to Plymouth from the “Mariner's
error of 15!

One would hesttate to m\bgabe
by this chart, in which the co
pﬂs Tose and the foundings are

terspersed Wwith dolphins =nd

shlps in full sail, bot the silhou-
ettes of the coast might just pass
muster. It is interesting to find
Falmouth haven marked
anchorage, although where Fal-
mouth town now stands is only
marked by the ham{et of Arwenacic.

TR

I
ot snow for the winter corn is said
to be worth a dressing of manure
If only we could “mationalise”
our weather!

Winter has come early to
Westcountry and heavy lnmads
into meagre fodder supplies have

made earlier than usual
No one likes to see snow before
the New Year, for February and
March are usually unkind fo men
and animals and bodily resistance
towards the end of the winter is
at its lowest.

UP AND DOWN

Rations, this js an age of rations,
human and otherwise, are con-
stantly going up or down and
sometimes moving in both direc- |
tions at the same time.

1t depends on what i3 meant by

“up or down. Last week, n|
answer to a question by Mr, |
Douglas Marshall, the Minister of
Agriculture said there would be
increased rations in the badly-hit
harvest _counties, while over the
whole county coupons for dairy
cows will be reduced for the period
January to April.

Our " feeding-stuffy _ rationing
scheme is a complicated business.
You need {o be a s wrangler
(not wangler) to understand fully
the many formulae.

One result 1y quite clear; those

unable
to pay for u..

Most farmers accept the feeding-
stuffs officer’s decision. For my
part I fake refuge behind the
official announcement. * The result
of requiring a higher degree of self-
sufficiency in cereals for dairy
farmers will be that dairy farmers
will be expected tq provide main-
| tenance requirements, plus protein
for the first three-quarters gallon
of milk a cow a day, plus cereal for
one and one-eighth gallons a cow
a day.

This means that owing to our in- | 4

ability to find more animal foods
from abroad we have to grow more
at home.
NOT UNEXPECTED

The reduction in coupon issues
unexpected

was not altogether
despife the recently concluded
agreement with Russia. With the

exception of wheat, the estimat
tonnage of all home-grown cereals
is considerably down on last year,
especially barley and oats. Higher
tonnage of unmiliable Whni will
only partially compensate for the
reduction in the quantity % cereals
for livestock.

Last year we had 1,000,000 tons
of maize from the Argentine. Their
1950 crop was almost a fallure and
is estimated to yield only 1,750.000
tons, against an annual local con-
sumption of 2000000 tons. Little
help can be expected from that
quarter until after the next harvest.

RECORD FIGURES

The United States have con-
siderable supplies of coarse grains
available for export, but out
dollar position does not allow any
large quantity to ported. :

Increased demands in recen
\elrs have also to be reckoned
with.

Cattle and poultry, the largest
consumers of purchased feeding-
stuffs, have reached record figures;

Letters to

BIRDS IGNORING

Sir—Many of my friends report
that the food put out for birds this
winter has been largely ignored.
M- | This has also been my own ex-
perlence,

The birds are still to be seen,
but it appears thy have found
alternative supplies of food.

1t would be an interesting bird-
watching occupation during Christ-
mas to ascertain what it is they

TODAY’S WEATHER

[General, Inerence_iaaly cloudy
easterly winds in all

o

SO iosie 18 Diaces
h-West enumm—m
cast winds. Mainly cloudy,
intervals in a few plac
Eurther Qutiook —Cmmnumg cold.
South - West ishine, — Nons

one | on the old bell given back to

are feeding on. I have in mind
blue tits, great tits,
and nuthatches.
HURRELL.

Wrangaton, Dec. 21.

Bell-founder of Blackawton

Sir—Further to the comments

n a fire alarm bear-

recorded yesierday
—Dec. 22.
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ing the iption  * Hambling,
Baekamon.“ there are still one or

ent to live at Blackawton

vicarage in 1889 and I can well

remember Henry Hambling. He

| had nshopmlectmreol e

village, where the war memorial
stands.

oW
He was smith and village
tinker for weil over 60 years, and

the_ Editor
WIN ITER SCRAPS

his shop were all sorts of bells
-—suhool bells, dinner
house be.!s He used to repair e
last-name:

1 hbhe\e he also used to
tombstones. There are several m
the churchyard bearing the
maker's name: * Hampling, Black-

auton," and in the church tower
2t the present day are a peal of
six bells. The fourth bel'l was cast
by “Hammunx Blackau!

M of the churoh door
L e erected to the memory
of h!u mfe L vith me (nnowmz
only wife tha

s:
rot] a gunsmith,

who lived at Dodbrook, Kings-
bridge, and had a small shop near
the old foundry, Very likely that
with fhe

may have some linic
present bell.
Blackawion, Dec, 0,

Personal

Mr. ang Mrs. A. M. Whetter, Red-
moor, Callington, have pleasure in
announcing the Sageemant of lisic

elder daughter, Lilian
to Philip John, onl

nd e late: Mr. W. &
Fore-street, Callington.

lla,
son of Mrs.
J. Mutton,

bells, and |

try figures are
74,356,000 and 96,087,000,

The total issue of coupons ha.l‘
grown froms just under 3,000,000
tons in 1946-7 to well over 5,500,000
tons, Even allowing for a num-
ber of coupons not beml used, the
increase js substant

Future prospects zu not good

and a determined effort om our
own farms to achieve greater seli-
sufficiency is necessary if the
widening gap between the number
of months and the tans of avail-
able rations is to be lessen
’D‘e increase’ in rations to “the

hi vest areas has taken
o e larger discretionary-re-

| Falmouth, js stated to be s:.\e ﬂ
of its kind in England.

‘mmu‘:ed glass fused together

foot and is the result

| patient research and
7 Siokn Chideies’ NOTeis, o Buick-
x..sl Abbey.

(880 at
is mot
[15 s mectce s a- dowetise|
quality smal

wns described as *
the amenities”

NOTES IN THE WEST

Stained - g!ass innovation—Conservativé
stalwart in Torbay—Blot’ on Sidmout

new widdow in the Romﬂnv
atholic Church of

It is of small pleces of

10
the number of 300 10 the square
r\’ vl‘!’ﬁ of

To make a large window as rich
in colour as those buflt 700 years
Chartres and Canterbury
impossible to a good :"BEL‘

in the window at
Falmouth is quite another matter. |

There are no lead divisions, and |

|the window has a seintillating
quality lacking in
| stained-giass window.
Sn- John Bayley
1R, JOEN BAYLEY, who cde-|
brated his 99th birthday this
jrosk wae ot one ot . ell-

kmown figure

He lived at Ronklanch Torquay. |

and worked hm for the Conser- | especially as there is no evil
vative Party in the Torqua;

y and

adjacent givisions,
Many towns and villages In dhq

Newron Abbot area will recall him |

as a very able speaker who needed

a certain smount of time to get |Century hatred of the
really warm;

ed up,
Sir John now u\'es at East Court, |
was_formerly of

Ramsgate.
the Laberal Nationgs Party. |
Sidmouth car

&FREQUEN’T \’Lﬁﬂor to Sidmouth
has written the Urban Couneil

suggesting that the appearance of
|the sea front would be greatly
enhanced f the car park were
camoufiaged or moved
other site and a garden substituled.

o some

eeting of the Council's

Generll Purpases Committee this |

the privately owned car park
a tragic blot on |

It was agreed that steps :‘muld

be taken to acquire it
* Spanish Bnrn

MR, ARTHU BLLIS, presi-
dent of Torq'ua\' Historical

park | Ba

age of sloi'cahe;na'c'\“ ed 00
light is frequently being 'h,q
the past through the discoVs
lost records or a more
appreeiation of historical \-ulu»
nM

) %al’

is natural that in
owing 1568 the influence o
rmada would encourage {8
name which has so un(nf
persisted. It is our duty 10
this as so many mstorlcal
and false values are
rect
‘Very temporary’ gﬂ“l
“When the Armada came
barn had already been in
392 years and for 343 of
yasrs it was the depot 10
evervone in the district sen!
of food for the Canl

&

%%%’a

Eg

i % 9&%&

ES

orTH
“ Surely

e s Rt

very temporary prison for

of whom many were -unod

tainly not Spaniards, 1 cann

| that this is a distinction

: 3

| worthy of futurs commemofatly
ared

helf

that anyone in the Torba¥y

|had any share at all in

capture.
We should also meu*‘xm
‘peinf

|in the second halt of the

et
RomsB.
i

| Catholic ~ religion  was
mmalously fosieted o, mand
pla

“_Tn replace a name eo

recall & Protestant vietory
Spain wuuld appeal to the
of that a

25th yenr of ministry o
ANON J. P, HODGES,
of Falmouth, who this ]
ceiebrated his 25th year i By

after doing considerable slum
in E:M

other munxon wosx

and Lives
He e m.n-elg associated o
1845 ebration of %

mm-um—y of the surren
Castt

Association, writes me in gentle

reproot for suggesting the offer

day that “ Spanish
serves in the hands of county com- | £
1 Y tter name for the umem Tll!m 1y
mittees. Devon and Cornwall have | g 25 "E%7 O HG 0%

received substantial extra alloca-
tions, and farmers urgently re-
quiring extra feeding-stuffs be-
cause of harvest losses should write
immediately to their AE.C.
Arthur Porter

the XVIth century. it has
been 5o called from the fact that | ioops.
the crew and soldiers from one of
the Armada vessels were kept
waeks.

It js brue, he says that since
often

within its walls for a few
‘aday, hawever, we 1

The tithe barn at

Torre Abbey.

OUR LONDON LETTER |

LONDON, Friday Night.

for Sandringham, where they will

spend the Christmas holiday.
Finst 10 arrive at the station was
Queen Mary, but she had to wait
in the frain for some time before
the otheér members of the Royal
Family arrived, as their car had
been held up in a traffic jam on
its way from Buekingham Palace.
Prince Charles was seated on
the Queen’s lap when the car
arrived, end he waved bappily to
tihe crowds at the entrance, who
greeted the Roval party with clap-
Merry Christ-

interesis. The delay, T
rough

ubsidies shou
the experimental six month

morrow;
able lmmedmelv after Christmas.

Traffic chaos

Festival of Britain.

early preview in. order to give | Choris
their local

them time to consult

The Bill may be pmvsned
i nof will be av

OROUGH Councils in London
are seeking desperate remedies |

traffic congestion in time for the

le solve the increasing problem of \mm e)hm A nunm
pe xcv

A foretaste of what is to come

nd shouts of * M has been: experionced in ~the
B Christmas rush t few
‘Miss Helen Lighibody, the nurse, | d2YS. Some Sxoetts ar predicHiE
carried Princéss Anue into the |CDaos in the capital unless urgent
i, steps are taken, and a lead has |

“ Missing’ Bill
from the fishing ports have

dustry mu
quired in vain.

“This Bilj is the Government's
answer to the utumn Crisis in the
fisning indus and will give
formal approval to the mnng up
of the white fish authority and the
payment of subsidies.

As the Bill ls due for i

ts second | Co
reading debate during m first |

week of Commans _refurn,
Members are anxious to have an
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