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RECENT VERSE

By Hugo Manning
Roy Campbell’s Talking Bronco
(Faber. pp. 91, 7s. 6d.), where inspired
.pvective thunders against many
qungs.  including  Left-wing poets,
jors. Tartuffes, and even the
i;vendge Plan, is perhaps the most
_.citing book of new verse.
ir. Campbell's - great gifts are
ppatent in his use of everyday idioms
. :n more transcendental imagery like
The :kies Were tracered by the
o -up~.m_With arrows from the blue
> iats Tinat on_their strings funam-
Luhse The tlap-dance of the morning
he . tiis desire for expressing
sopaganda like a Mayakovsky in
reeree 1S quite conceivably detri-
il to nis poelry. He deriqes those
+au trade 1n doves And fatten on the
worla < distress.” but persists in trading
... ouvsan fixations 1n the form ot
_-ojudices that are too sweeping to be
”\% He also seems to use the fact
“.at he served in the war as a licence
" tro.nce s pet aversions with
(wcopi onal indignation. One cannuy
cert, Mr. Campbell his place as an out-
..and 1g poet, nor his share of vision
iad hounesty, especiallv when he says
“\We a1l become the thing we fight”
.ae lnat some  Will plagiarise the
« ~«z-in-trade  Of purges, massacres,
wd (mmes,  Before their hatred is
‘awed ™ Perbaps Mr. Campbell’s
m.ase would become even more con-
_dcable if he had fewer bees in his
hontwet. Or is it that his inspiration is
‘ule ot full tide when his poetic star
Jhtned to a wave of unrepressed
piven and when he can present his
verse like a wild man at a circus sxde-‘
JOTTI
fter Mr. Campbell’s performance
e nng poem by V. Sackville-West.
The Garden (Michael Joseph, pp. 114,
ud.y, seems magnificently serene and

O~
will dienosed towards humanity, This
st to Miss Sackville-West’s last
e puen. “The  Land,” tells of
- ardens o the midst of war™ and
L.es it interpretation of the seasons as
. vehiele tor het pleasant lyricism and
Levame]  craftsmanship. Montagu
sLice's Peter Grimes and Other Poems
. fohn Lanc. pa. 108, 7s. 6d.) serves a
sael purpnse 1n a different way. It
T~ admirers of the opera “ Peter
f.1.anes T an opportunity of reading the
itietts Most of this book is made up
.. peehy from Mr. Slater’s dramatic
sart~ and there is no doubt that it 1s
Mar verse. But its brittle
i repressed quality, unfortunately.
wadi 1< some of it dull both to the ear
.+t the senses. |
wuffrey Grigson in The Isles of Scilly
Jinath dge. pp 45, 5s.), by the verv)
" - of his descriptions of islands.
mnes, eaves and landscapes and his
.1+ a-avious imagery, sets himself a
. .+ Nectual and educative task with
.. puems. which at best can only be
4x o as pleasant 1nnocuous vieces.
The noetry in Henry Reed's A Map of
Verena tJonathan Cape, pp. 59, 3s. 6d.)
.oveis o shightly deeper poetic vision
man vither that of Mr. Slater or of Mr.
Giitgson, but one has the impression
*hat A, Reed has worn thin much of
s senuine talent in this direction by
+w  much self-inflicted censorship
\ireads his verse shows symptoms of
fitting into an aesthetic strait-jacket
whieh  <ome literary arbiters may
applaud  but  which may eventuallv
neuttalise his power as a noet. |

BOOKS RECEIVED

We have received the following books, &c¢.:

trom Collins ¢
FUTURF AOOKS.  Val, II. The Staxe I3 Set By
Y es aldters, lilustrated.  Ss. net.
I'w1 ¢nrnlsh Brothers, Birmingham:
MIOML PIRKS  FOR  BRITAIN. By Henry
Coeg, I'ustrated. 85 6d. net.
¥rom E Droz, Parls:
DUAV O FRANCESCO  VASCO. 1732-893. By
¥ an » Veniurl,
,I'rem Hera'd Printing Works. York @
o aE COMMISSIONS FQR HENRY FORD S8y
= Al ston
F-vn the Oxford University Press:
ATOMIC E\ERGY FOR MILITARY PURPOSES, By
Peom e Wolt Smith (Princeton Uniiversity Press).
25 Ad net —LORD MACAULAY'S LEGISLATIVE
ANUTeS  Selected, &c.. by C. D. Dharker. 18s
<t —THE PERCY - TTespol
ws Perev and Edmond Malone. Edited by
sbur Titlotson (Lounlslana State University Press).
185 uet

From Putnam and Co.:
N_AMBASSADOR IN BONDS. By Sir Lancelot
& phant 17s. 6d. net.
*=m the St. Botolph Publishing Company ;
T TZF\ OF THE WORLD SERIES 1—Czechoslovakis
By Crimuder E P Young.  3s. 6d
- Fram the Sylian Press:
T FOUNTRY CALENDAR. Bv John Claridge.
e :::-d v G, H T Kimble, M.A INustrated
ud et
@ i Whitager and _Sons. Stalvbridge :
= OF ANCIENT STAYLEY By G
Nistrated 18 64




