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Ac¢ton: The Formative Years. By David Mathew: Eyre and Spottiswoode. 10s. 6d.

. Reviewed by .Professor GUY CHAPMAN

— a

'volume of what promises to be &n

.- austere. wejghing. of ‘constaney;: logaley
- and Jodependencé: The coneentrate
. - -gtyle,; packed: ‘with- allusion; :in-whi
; sthe’ happily” relected; word carrics

s sous-entendu, ometimcs bears s strange;

. gomic" charactér, s when he wrires:

. ascertained’ maxim of research is thar
- heargay .cvidence - is -as-.good  as .the

" .:to, mean that-.geoius . is betrer than
. schooling”. Some .say he. dquores oo

-instance, passion combined with abso-
‘lute ‘clarity. Dry.is the adjcctive: Bishopr

\

.HIST(.)RIAN exami'.nixig the In:u‘zg'ural Lectures in which past

. Regiug . Professors, of Modern History had " made their

declarations of faith, concluded: ‘I began thinking I was
: listening to an orchestra of eighteen steings. Before I finished,
Y realised that I wis listening to.n solo with an orchestral accom~
paniment. The -soloist iy Acton’. Today what is chiefly’ connscted

-with that name is the frequently misquoted sentence from his-letter to

Mandell Creighton: “Power tends to
corrupt, and absolute power corrupts
absolurely ’. The ninc words erystallise,
I sappose, his political philosophy after
much' éxperience. ar the age .of fifty.
1t is with the experience which brought
Acton to that positon that Bishop
‘Mathew deals in this book, the earlier

ample story. . .
" Acton’s writing possessey  carfain
rarely combined qualities, There is, for

Mazhew “ most justly applics, that is,
fot aridity - but the dryncss of a
matured Montrachet. There is' decp
seriousness allied to an'iromic wit, a.
choicé’ of -epither so accurate as ro be
poetic. - There ds-no-sentiment; bire-an

* When- Momnmsen says that the only -

sotrce it comesd fromi, I understand him

fuch;, and rhar few can graep his allu-
stons. But Acton’s cssays arc construgc-
tions, and the ' quotations’ arc the . ’

foundation. True, he i3, cspecially in his youthful writings, polemical; .
. the high perfectly phrased contempt is.the product of German crirical ’

feuds and Whig society. All his thoughe is the fruir -of his ancestry,

his schooling and. his early ambience. In Acton’s veiny ran at least’

three srains, tHat of English gentledten, adventurers (his grandfather,

ir.John, was chief rinigter - to the Twa Sicilics), that of the. Dalbergs,
ancient ducal family from the Rhingland, that of the Genocse Brighole-
Sala., He was ‘born a cosmiopolitan. His mother’s secorid marriage—for
his farher 'died in 1835 when he was a year dld—threw him inco the
highest Whig circles. From his step-father, Lord Granville—Granville
the Polite, Gladstone’s Foreign Secretary to be and Bismsrek's béte
noire—he learhed rhe small change of -political give-and-take, which
made. him ‘always ‘ready to qualify thc great movements of history he
traced by the awareness of the power ‘of hidden and even minor forces

to. distort. development. A- third inflience was thar of a traditional

Catholicism (Bishop Mathew has -an extcellent ¢hapter on ‘the conscrva-
tive, old Carholic families of the Midlands, where the Acton estates lay),
a Carholicism reinforced by Oscott under Wiseman and by Igmaz v,
Dollinger. Thus at every turn, Acton was a citizén .of the world, a
member of,European rather than English sociery, 'and, as a Catholic,

a meimber of 4 universal and not national Church,

Refused "admission to Cambridge by threc, colleges in a punic of-

afri-Tractarianism—this in. the rime of Newman’s submission—Acton
av the age of fourteen was sent fo live with and.study under the great

.
.

* Johu, Srst'Lotd Acton

From * Actofi: The Fonnative Years’
. or conquest? Would Bavaria escape the
Would Iraly be federated nnder Ping. IX
or armexed to Piedmont? In the decade 1860-70 he watched the gospel-
lers of the State as Power, Cavour and Bismarck, choosc bloed and ironj

he saw Anstria surrender to Magyar intransigence. Finally, to his eyes

!

v
14

theologian and historian, Déllinger of Munich, who taught him German

induytry snd thoroughness, and gave him his critcal mind.Yv was from .

Déllinger that sprang Acton’s hostility to official Catholic policy, which.

.brought abdur the virtual suppression of the Rambler and the Home

and Forsign Reviaw, and culminared in the battle with the Infallibilists

-at Rome i 1870, the excommunication of Dtllinger and' nearly =
himsclf: One cotld wish that Bishop'

similar condemmation’ of - Acton
o Marhew had - givén u3 .more of,

; Diéllinger., He iz admirible .on the

Bavirian atmospheré of the “ftics, and
on Déllinger as a man; but the account
of his teaching is meagre, and one could

, wish that he had cxplored the table-
talk’ in the Acton Library, at Cam-
bridge. Nor, again, does he iy any-
thing pertinent of von Lasaulx, “one of

whom Acten studied for two years.
These were the main influsnces in

. the x;ilﬂkhqg of the great scholar. Later
and English influences were less-power-
ful. Newman, with whom he .collsbo-
tated, scarcely touched him, though he
put hidy among the great intellects: oft
the day. There is, after all, a natural
v lack, of .understanding between the
" traditionalise and ‘the comvert. Glad-

dedicared himself, only confirmed and
-vheightened traits alteady. established.

- casting his mind to social condivions;
bt it must be remémberéd. that in his
formative years, the Question of -the
People had scarcely gra¥ed the con-
science of Eurgpe.- Exeepr in -2 few.

. areas, the induserial” proletariztt was

. hardly formed.. Europe’s beastting prob-

" Would sthe ‘solution be federalism of
' céomralisation? Solution by:agreement

hungry jaws of Prussia?

the worst betrayal, he saw, in the Infdllibility Decrees of 1870, the
Vatican take a leaf from the book of the Neo-Machiavelliens, and, in
compensationn for the loss of ' rcmpordl power,” askume 2 spiritual .
‘authoritariani§m no less despotic riian that of the secular State.

Four volumes of essays dud threc of letters are the solt mémorials to

‘ thé most leamed FEnglishman now alive’, At his death, one elogist -

¢ried that he would have done better to have edited the humblest pipé-
roll, Like Morley, I am € dead against the- piperoll’. Acton.was not a
historian but a political philosophier and moralist, worthy to stand
beside Burke and Tocqueville. To him history was a tool to open the
great questions of the day. He knew whither the politics of Cavour and
Bismarck would lead. Up und down the History of Preedom, and in his
letters, are pregnant passages, luminoys aphorisms, foretelling the conw
sequences of the all-absorbing State, The essay on narionality should
be preseribed reading for ‘cvery: racmber of the Treasury Bénch. In
his last four, chapters, Bishop Mathew brilliantly summarises Acton
as he reathed matirity, and it is'to be hoped that this js but.a, hyphen
to a study of the later years, in which what he xightly calls Acton’s
¢ domnipant integrity, high,
reached its conclusions, -

stone, to whott:he later enthusiastically .

lem was the unification..of nations.

cutting 4¢ a sword, inviplable, pure ’

the best friends I ever had’, with: -

Acton has been- critcised for never .
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- Japanese: Expansion
A Short' Economic History of Japun. By G. C. Allen.
Allen and Unwin. 105, 6d. .

NINETY-THREE YEARS AGO, the °Black Ships’ of the West, under
Commodore Perry, knocked at the doors of Japaf with a foreible
_ suggestion that she should link herself with ‘modern progrezs, The
“ opening of these doors fanned flames of discontent alxeady alight ‘nside
Japan, and, ay Profcssor ‘Allen remarks, hey cconomic and political
achievements which followed seemed to many Westerners © so asrounding
a8 to defy rational explanation’. By 1942, Japan was smashing down
the dogrs of the West and threatening to engulf Indis and Ausrralia.
. The Big Three of the United Nadons, rhough often unintenrionally,
have each Had their share in encouraging the growth of this con-
flagration, which they have recently had to duell, largely thirough the
bumning of Japan's huge inflammable cities, the destruction of her
mercantile marine and many of her industrial plants and the apparent
.., reduction’ of her vigorous peayants, craftsmen, industrial workers and
. traders to docile obedicnce, imposed through their Emperor. ¢ Rational ”
recohstyuetion. 'will require ‘ yadonal explanation' of past events 0
the controlling authorities, and for this Professot Allen, with his wide
. kuowledge of Biitish and Japanese indwstry, of ecomomic pringiples.
- ..and .of the Japahese people, iy admirably fitred. His latest book covers
the -period from “The Disintegration of .the Old Regime’ 1o the
 “Industrial .Devélopments after. the World . Depression, 1932-7°, It

* gives, 2 balanced, accurate accgunt, filled with, indighty and carcfully

. avoids wasteful discussion ‘of guch. superficial ropics of the ’dhitties - ’ :
* i3 doors 6 Dickens and' Magaulay; Then'the: lighvs. flickered: and -the
curtain began to .fall, ' Spirirually, as well ay physically, the. streetgof.

. a8 ."overpopulation”, “sociu] dumping’ and’ ‘unfair competirion’.
. There i$ an excellent gnalysis, of ways i which ngmual resources, the
. workers and - capital cquipment were -organised;. with' the help of
;. skilful juggling with the monetary system,. to fulfil the natiohal pro-
.. The:general yeader may, miss a connected .picture’ of the daily life
-.of the individual Japanese .civizen, about which he is' usgally mis- -
informed, and there is- a strong -case for arguing thai even' a shorr
- economic hisrory.shonld inclide this, Illustrations would to some extent

* have filled the gap, but no doubr the shorvage uf paper.and labour

discouraged thege. It is perhaps worth pointing out heve thuty although

his individuality is submerged by collective and centralised ingtitu-
tiong, the Japanese is one of the world’y greatesr ‘econontisty ', if the

word js used in.the sense of a thrifty person who makes the maximum, .

use of scarice resources. . . .

The book rells a.ytory of cxpansion, which was resolutely, and later
ruchlessly, imposed from above, and in. which every sign of deflation was
soon countexacted by expenditire en ammamentg or the industries on
which patonal. power depended. Although by 1914 she had nearly
reached the limit of her foreign credit’, the Grear War gave her further
JImpetus, Prom' the ’rwenties onward she developed to the Full her
silk, corton and rayon industries; ¢ where the two major secrions of the

. Japinese . economy meet, the traditional pessaps economy and a new
", capiralistic economy’, These brought her in materials and equipment
- for new éngincering and heavy indugtries, while the United Srares had
come to depend upon her for silk and many party of the Far Hase relied
upon her woven textiles (of which today they are desperarely. short).,
_In the Grear Depression, Japan was the first country 1o push forward
. with reflation based on srmsment expenditure, By 1936, her industial.
" Joutput was 50 per cent. over the:1529 level, yet rhe ‘real’ earnings
of her wagc-carnces ‘'were no higher and were probably falling. She
was rapidly approaching ‘ full employment”, .. -
Unfortunately, av this stage the story has vo break off, though the
author poinrs out that it °is not from the decay-of vigour, nor from -
adminisurative inefficiency and ' corruption, nor from Intermul social
conflict, that disaster has proceeded, It is .rather from patriotism
corrupted into immoderate ambition, from a strong narional spirit
.+ degeherating -inro fanaticism unrestrained -at the lagt sither by morality
- ‘or the calculations of expedicncy,.and from confidence in maverial
suecess turned to cxcessive pride jn achievement ’,
-In the cight years following 1937, Japan's funuticism 'drove her to
*, attempt an .expansion greater than that.of the previouy cigh deaades,
- remarkable though they were. We hope that Professor Allen will chart
i -'the economic ‘aspects of ‘this final and breathless. climb 1o the' precipice.
whetre het power was shuttered, : .
. . N. SkiNE SmrTH
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Métriarch of Hbllan_d .He;usp'

_Elizabeth Lady Holland to Her Som. 1821.1845

Edited by the Earl of [lchestex. Murray. 18s.

THE pEvASTATION OF Horranp Houss, roday ruinous and partly
gutted, was one of the heaviest blows suffexred by historical London
during the bombardment. Ir was 2 double loss. The ‘last of the big
country houses within an easy drive of Piccadilly Circus, this red-brick
Elizabethan mansion, set back from .the streets of Kensington amid
gardens and spacions park, formed an irreplaceable link with an impor-
tant and absorbing period of English social history, No lover of the
past, no devotec of the grear principles of English Liberalist, can
remain unmoved'.when- he bears of the total. ruln of its libraxy, the-
dignified room that provides the background of the best-known. portrait
of Lord and Lady Holland; depicred there in ‘the company, of their
faithful ‘friend and factonun, Dr, John Allen, and their librarian,
William Doggett, ' o ;

In two.previous volumes, The Home of\the Hollands -and Thé
Chroniclss of Holland House, Lord Tlchester has told the story of ¢ that
long drama’ which came to‘an end with the doath of T:ady Helland in-
1845, having (to quote George Greville) .* illuminated, and adorned .
England and even Europe for half 2. century ’; while his edition of the
journals of Henry Fox, afterwards fourth and last Lord Hofland, sup-~
plied an cntertaining, i somewhat saddening, footnote. ‘ The world
never hag geen and’ never will' sce -anything like Holland House”, ran’
Greville’s larentation, The home of Charles James Fox, it had weldomed'
Sheridan’. and  Byron, .Scott "and  Syducy'- Smith: "later it opened”

suburban Kerisington wetc drawing closer. Henry Fox was a man born
out of his time. Though intelligent and sensitive, he Had livtle. of the -
ntélleceual vitality that Liad- glorified his forbears: Diplomacy -and
dilettatism  divided his time ‘and twlent. He patronised. Watts and-
¢ improved * hiv house and ‘gardéns. But he was never at ease'in the Vit~
torian era: the main currents.of contemparary existence passed him by
. Underlying. this -book, which containg Lady Holland’s letrers to her
eldest legitimate son from ‘1821 to 1845, is. a domestic tragi-comedy. .
For Lidy Holland, with all her. brilliant, gifts, was a definitely” unlike-
ablelwoman, sclfish, capricious and exacting; and,- as happens with-s0
many unlikeable people, she failed always to understand why' she-was
not more loved, Certainly her husband lovéd her; and to him she.gave,
and from him she received, an intense and lasting devotion.. Buv- her |
relationship with her children, .particularly with her son Herry, 'was
often ‘very difficulr; dnd these letters, which pursued the moody, diffident,
Introspective young man through the capitals of Europe, show us the
matriarch of Holland House at her fost characteristic but personally
lcast symparhetic, now grimly demanding affection, now scolding, now.
cajoling, now commenting o her own fortitude in the role of injuied
and disapppinted parent. - . o .

It seemns never to have occurred to Henty Fox’s mother—like Byron
he was lamé and, like Byron’s mother, Lady Holland somectimes artacked - -
bim for his lameness—thut her son’s lack of decision, his.vague -plans
to marry and unrewarding love-affairs, were symptoms of -a frame of
mind that she herself had propagated. From the personal point of view,
as study of copflicting characrers, her correspondence (which. should be
examined in conjunction with Henry Fox’s journal) makes fascinating |
reading, Neithér party could give to' the other the support; sympsthy = .
and understanding that cach obscurcly wanted. And, with thé removal
of Lord Holland, the personification of ‘benevolence and pagan worldly
wisdom, the situation between them grew rapidly more awkward. Her
tyranny did not diminish: he still slipped through the grasping fingexs
thar sought’ to closc-around him. ) .

The book has also an historic interest, Though a4 a divorced woman,
Lady Elolland occupied among her owh sex a pogition thar wag always
somewhat doubtful, she passed her long life in the society of dis~
tinguished 'and eminent men; and many famous and notorions figures
hurty threugh her pages, We read of Walter Scorr, dining and spending
the night, ‘remarkably entertaining, full of legendary lore': .of
George IV at the Pavilion, vecluded with his favourites: of the
irrepressible and outrageous Brougham: of Prince Albert making: a
favourable impression: as the prospeetive Consort. . . . The collecrion -
formsy a worthy supplement to the two preceding volumes,

: : " ' PETER QUENNTLL -

- i
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A Family Affair -

The Matabele. Mission of -John and Ewmily
~ Chatio and Windus. 30s. each.

TWwO0 MORE_OF THESE magnificent volumes of the Government Archives
of Southern Rhodesia have now appeared, The publicarions have
- been financed by Sir, Ernesy Oppenheimer; most skilfully edited
-and annotated by Mry J. P, R. Wallis, and produced with old-time
dignity and lavishness-—the controllers turning a blind eye?~—by Robert
MadLchose and Cor ' . . :
This opcning-up of Rhodesia was a family affair and the family's
only object evangelisation, In the fivst of these volumes we have a con-
tinnatlon in 1857-60 of the journcys of Robert Moffat, the ex-gardener

Moffat,

" and Loodon Missionary Soclety agent. He went from his advanced station -

ar Kuruman some 600.miles north into the dangerous wilds' under
the despotism of Moselckatse, king of the dominant warrior tribe of
the Marabele. His object was to gain -the king’s consent to open a
mission stdtion smong the Marabele. The reader is able 1o ger upon
Antimatc torms with the theee main figures in the story, the savage king,
Moffat; and the far-away wife, Mary, to whom the lerters were wrirten.
-+ The king is -older, fatter, and more: physically helplesy than when
‘we, et him before, but he is no.less the absoluté and wily aurocrat,
Agwin we marvel av vhe fascination which Moffat's goodness exercises
over him, It i3 somerhing unimagined- and umrelated to anything
tin the king’s own experiénce, breaking in suddenly upon the remote
hills and foresrs of his tribal kingdom. ¢ You are to me’, he said onc
duy, .‘ like ithe calf rhe mother licks; z0 do I lick you’. Yct Moffat,
but for his rcligion, would -have hated the man: who so loved bhim.
#1Ir requires all the politchess and patence gne cam muster to have
-anything vo do. with a despot.such as Moselekatse . . . he possesses a
* fedrful amonnt of power. I—Eis thousands of warriors start at his bidding,
‘his slightcst frown. would send any one of his subjects to the hortors, ., ,
1 found him with about ten of his wives, He was feagting them on his
beer. They sat. mute, as if stricken with awe at his ‘presence, while
" alinost ‘every modon or xeinark made by him was reccived with phssida
(heaven), damantota (man-cater), ctc” .+ \ o
- Yet thiy termble tyranr restrained his ferocity to please Moffat and,
. though be hegitated long, because he saw clearly the dangers’ which
Moffat's strangt doctrines meant to hig military desporism, in the end
.he granted him the mission station, T o
- Beside the king stands Moftat, his whole mind and soul fixed upon
-his, religious purpose. He recoiled from heathendom with all the sensi-
tiveriess nor only'of his crecd but of his social ougfook. He was hotxified
a4 much by the nakedness as by the murderonsness he saw npon all
sides. It wag often his duty 1o bleed rhe fat king and his fat naked
‘wives ‘when they had excecded all bounds with their gorging and
- 'potations, and his disgust often sdmulatcd his style. He describes the
Ling sitting ¢ with eighteen wives in a setnj-circle, with few exceprions
.obese.” Think only df a great belly, with a navel so thoroughly
'surrounded with fat that a swallow, with little labour; might make a
:comfortable nest in it’. And cvery few papes he laments over the

" tragedy he sees. “ Here there is mone, no, not.one, that-seeketh after! -

God . . .-all passing onward and downward. to a regioh where hope will
never dawn ’. ' . : T o :

The next volume consists of sxtracts fromn the letters of the two
young people sent up'to carry -out. the missiodt, The intrepid evangelists
werc John, Robert Moffat’s son, and.his wife Emily. They describe
wretched journeys in ox-waggons throiigh sands'and floody, drought
. and lions to the precarious mission-starion allotted to them by the wily
. td unconvertible old king. There, with health increasingly under-

mincd, they struggled with Jiitle success to get sufficient food,, 3o build

a proper houge, to’obrain kervanty, to bear and bring up five' children:

(one -of whom .died), and to start real mission’ work among a,people

servile. to their own. king.and brutel 1o the surrounding victim tribes,

-But how different are the two generations ' the stamp of their pictyl:

The young couple, for all their.cvangelical heroism, speak a different

Yanguage in 1860 from Robert Moffat in 1840. They are crirical even

of him. Has he not bribed 0ld “ Catscy * with his gifts and his repaizing

of puns? Emily, brave but shrewd, questions in her vivid. style the
. walue of their work and especially of sending women and children to
_such a place, They are utterly engrossed in ° nccessary. secularities:
Really, I think missionaries should be fed with manna’, The. two
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survived .their mission, bur left before the death of the king, which is

" dramatically told by other missionaries in-the Epilogue.

But the ‘great treasure in this velwrme lics in sixteen. hitherto un-

. published lerters from David Livingstonc,. Short," incisive, with his

overriding purpose  displayed in all its rythlessness to himself and' to
othcrs, these letters emphasise the harder side of hig character, hig im-
patience of opposition, or criticism, or of failure in the human instru-
tents he has called, 1o his Magter’s service, He is nd conventional
missionary. He tells John, his brother-in-law, ¢ the missionary world is &
quecr one. Quecr things are said end sung in iv’. He writes to his

‘brothet-ih-law from rhe Zambezi ‘where he {5 making his wnsuccessful

effore at Jarge-scale eo-operation with other men: I mever found two
agreeing unlegs one were a cypher’, he exclaims, and again, ¢ Men are
drawbacks everywhere *.” His associatcs are briefly characterised; one is’
*a poor stick’, another a thief. His missionaries from the Universities
‘ will work out their High Church bigotty” in activity. When they arc
all wiged out by fever, and also the party, men, women and children,
sent 10 his bloved Makololo, whatever hie may have, felt, he has little |
sympathy to cxpress. But then he ig equally haed on his own kin. As *
his ‘wife iz so dclicate, ‘ she would only be a hindrefice instead of the
help we anticipated’, so he leaves her behind, Later she joins him on '
the Zambezi, only to die of fever and we have the anguiished letter he
writes to John as he realises his loss. His great purpose was not, how-
ever, dimmed. "“ But my God may in mercy permit me to benefiv both .
Africa end England on 2 larger scale than' ar first sight may appear .
pousible.” Some poor noddles place it all to the love of exploration and
gecking the glory which cometh from man. Let it stand-over to be
judged on that day when the secrets of every heart shall be revealed ?
This volume is indeed a'treasure not only for its cvidence on the

Mhistory of Ceneral Africa, i for its revelations of human character

under the strain of the ntiost sclf-sacrifice, 'and above all for the inti~
mate new light it throws upoy one of the preatest and strongest mef ever -
bred in this country. . i K

. " MARGERY PERHAM

~Climate Without Tears
This Weather, of Oirs, By Arnold B. Tinn,
Allen and Unwin. 10s. 6d.

Ir A Boox-of this type could have been written fifty years ago it would
probably have borne the sub-title ¢ Climate without Teats’. Mr, Tinn,
an -obyvious cnthusiast for his subjéct, serves np a vast méal of statisvical
matter with s0' light a touch that the danger ‘of mental indigestion is
rcemoved even for:readers ¢o whom graphs and tables of figures arc
ordinarily anathema. The style adopred is' homcly and conversational
with an occasional tang of Sam Weller about it, as when the author
remarks in regard to certain cxuemes of temperature; ¢ Some will find
these facts difficult to credit; like the old lady when she saw a giraffé
for the first time’, - ) '
Bur entertainment value apart, the book deserves praise for what
ig-pechaps- the best popular account yet published of the various Kinds
of climate to be found in the Britsh Isles und of the outstanding.
pranks played by our wayward weather during the last century or so..
Much of the material presenred hag not hitherto been available outside
official repoxts, and hers Mr, Tinn certainly succeeds ‘in giving life 'to
dry bones, He docg well to stress the advantages, too little known to
sontherners, of the North. Wales coast as.a winter resort, A useful
chapter 18 concerned with the vexed question of the cssential differences
between bracing and relaxing climates, Elsewhere a page is devoted to
demolishing and attempting to set an origin to the tradition of excessive
raininess in Manchester, "This has been dode before, but the legend iy .
too dear to professional hurnorists to be given its quidrus. '
Of the several gdod illustrations the most striking is the frontispieca
photograph of a Chiltern road blocked by a fifteen-foor snowdrifr afrer - |
the blizzard of Jamuary, 1940. Inaccuracies arc few. On page 79 it is
stated that an apextempetarre of 10°F, at Balmoral oh November 14,
1919, is probably the lowest daily maximum ever recocded in Britain,
A much lower one, of 34°F., was mn fact logged ar Paisley on Christmas
Bve, 1860. Then on'page 104 Mr. Timn tells us that December 30,

-1866, brought London a snewstorm which stopped traffic and formed

drifts eight feet-deep in Regent Strect. Something has gone wrong here.
‘The .day menvioned, stitistics show; was a-bright and fairly ngild one, -
following four weeks of unsessonable warmth. ' ‘ X :

] : : E. L. HAWRE

K
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FIET I . with the ‘Dulle Grict’, it is dangerous to asswme that incidents we

6 Mad 'Mar Ot-’ : do'pot understand are necessanily irrsrional:. to ‘take a single jnsrance,

. ; g the symbol of a wailing.mo,nl; and Ehrcc rr_mgns;‘ers enclosed in a cxyiatal
Picter Bruegel the Elder: The' Dulle Griet. With an difembarrassing themselves of 4 sphere and s roast thicken on a plate
Introd ctifil by Lico van Puyvelde. Lund Humphrics. 4a. 64, Foud have had an objective connotation in Brucgel's own day entirely
nirodu y yvelc P distinct from. its significance for cobtemporary yurrealists, But untili it

A SKATE CROWNED with a rerrine of foie-gras, a spider seated astride  can be established with some show of »ﬁnallw-v{heﬂl,er the backgyougkﬁl
a harp, @ half-human figure scooping out itz exerement with a soup, Of the painring represents, as Professor van Puyvelde supposes,
ladle: these are the subjects of thc plates in the most recent Panorama of the Infemo, .or as other writers haV{e suggcvtq_d,.,a coft-
.Gallery Book. Unlike the earlier volumes of the series, which' Spectus of the vites of Qaily life against which the Dualle Griet ' Wagts
deal, with one exception, with well-known paintings in the National -hey war; ir’remains Impossible to de_termme how far the structure of
Gallery, the present-book is devoted to a picture which feiw people wilk  the picture was dictared by objective symbolism and how far-by
know in the original, in @ muscum of which many of thom will not - Subjective fantady. Forrunately rhis uncerrainty does ot vitiate .the
have heard, Bur whar betier subject for derailed illustration could we - Present book, and the brillisntly selected derails form 2 srimulating
at Antwerp? Measuring over five feet long and almost four feer -aftist, = . - .
' 3ergh ' P R Lone ’ . ' ) JouN Pore-HENNESSY

find than Pieter Bruegel’s * Dulle Grict” in the Musée Meyer van den  introduction to the urllinhi'bjtcd'ahd ‘{i'rilc imagery of a great ilmagipatiy‘e.' .

Sopilt;cles: Oedipus af Colonia. Tm'na'_latc,.d by R..C. Trevelys
Cambridgé. 35, 6d, C T
" THIS 15 AN ASTONISHING RLAY, Whitten at the age of nincty by. a'poct
who, both as dramatist.and. a$ rhan of letters, had. led aninusually full.
life, the last twenty years.of which were clonded by Arhens’ savige ‘and:

¢
g

powets, and shdws. ng: trace of hittérneys or neuroyis: Inmstead,. there'iis!

.wisdorn- hardly to'be matchéd elscwhere in Greck .tragédy, and, at the
end, sereniry and peace. ' ' L

ment is leisurely, despite the melodmma of Creod’s arrempt at-kidnap=’

~all Sophocled’ dramas excépr the Andgenc, and ‘the post, i what he
. Tpay. wéll hjve, felr Lo be his last, play, -chooses to recréate his greatést
-chiracter, Oedipus; a'syibol of suffering humanity, fn & seting of the:
coungryside at Colonus, which Sophocles-had kndwn dnd loved .since,
childhood. The dramatic presence of .Oedipus op. the srage s, vhen,.
the tragic siruation around which the play*is buily, and he. dominares
the acrion much ‘as Promerheus-does” in the “Promethens Boynd’, &

English, since rhe dramaiic rension of earlier Sdphoclean -tragedy i3
missing: Mr, Trevelyan’s vetse rfanzlation copes remarkably well:with
the- dialogue, where *he shows. fine ¢conomy of phrase; incisivencss and
‘rhychmic variery. - He. is lcss: successful in the chorpl passages—his,
"version of .the famous. ode 1o, Colonus gives but a faint echo. of rhe.

" dramati¢ elements and-to claborate, them, using as much as possiblc of.
Sophocles” imagery, .and tq ‘excise the Testy,as was done by -Fitts and

* Mad Margocf-(dmu). ' Firzgerald in their. translation of the Amtigone, and by Yeats in the.
From ' Pivsvr Beuvpel the Eldees The Dulle Geiee® "ocdes he vranslated from this play. Bur this is perhaps a Latin mather -
" than ‘an English cenception of translation, and implics that the trans- .

with a shopping-basket and a sword, striding along outside the gare of far as the two are separable):.

high, this extraordinary painting, representing an insane virago, armed  lator’s function i3 priraarily o reproduce the play, not the poetry (in so

Hell amid an obscene horde of deyil-animals, ip buils up of dissociared . | Professor Gilbért, Murray's crivicism of -Sophocles in his youthful,

¢pisodes designed preciyely for this type of analytical cxamination, history of ancient Greek Jliterature (will- he not nowrwrite a palinode?),
Painted about 1566 (by a curious oversight its putative date is not reinforced by Jebb's translation, which because of the excellencé of hig-
.mentioned in the present book), the ¢ Dulle Grict® reflects the influence  edition of the texr came to be rectived .as authoritative, rendered g
“of, and perhaps an original by, Bosch, and perpetuates, in a more  disservice 1o the appreciation of Sophocles in England from.which we
extravagant and sophisticated form, the fantasy which makes the earlier  axe only now recovering. Mr: Trevelyan’s version'is welgome -not only
artist the futher of surrcalism, . in itself, bur becayse it helps. 10 xedress the balauce. No one, after
.. Profesyor vun Puyvelde, in. his: introducrion to the book, suggests  reading this tramslation, is likely to.believe rhat Sophoclean drama is

" thar its subject is the challenge offered to the Devil by a ¢ Dulle Grict’  conventional -0 that the charsctéry address each-othér in ‘a stilted

(Mad Margor) emancipated’ from the male yoke, but he makes no . prosaic jargon, It is to be hoped ‘thit Mr, Trevelyan. will rranslare
arremprt to establish 4 comprehensive programme. for the painting, and  rurther’ plays-by a pect whosg.:tragic. vision 'of life and: insight into

is inclined to armribute to “the artis’s fondness for the juxtaposition human character give him a-greater appeal than any.other-Greek author.
.o B e . &

of the upexpecred’ elements in which other eritics have seen some  tosthe moderm world, .7+ .-
. .proverbial of allegorical significancc, With Brucgel, and particularly. . . C e

1. APRILI 1946.

losing steupggle inthe Peloponiesan war, it gives no indication of failing ’

conisumimate mastery of dramatic didlogue,.a perviding: mellownesg and. .

- Tp form the play is loosely knit and- episodic, with ‘zl.retixfg in the’
choral ‘ades to the lyricism . of Sophocles’ earlieg manner, ‘The inove~ -

tragedy which-has much- in common: with the ¢ Qedipus -at Cologus .
. 'This is, saccordingly, a difficult play Yo rcnder ‘adequately.into. .

original—but pgerhaps only a ‘major'poer could succeed here. Tt 15
(debatable whether in rhe lyrics jr would not be better to, seiZe ori the.

) . DB W. WormzrL

_ping, byt the dramagic purpose—to, illuminirer Qedipus’ character from, -,
; -many aspects—is; admirably. achieved. For all its gnierness the ragedy! - .
15" 'hor” escapisr. The- probleni "bf-human suffering 13.ceatral here, 4 i
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. : . we are ?iobufnd to know beforchand the Iout‘cloﬁ{e of tt}x)a; Vil%jl: aI%IairEtithe "
! ‘ H ' . ,unmoved brilliant heaven; it is a considergble triumph for Mr. Nicholson
: NBW Poetic DI,' ama . " that he should give back To the famous cliché, when it is finally urtered,

‘ - .+ sonie of its original-gplendour. ‘ : s

This Way to the Tomb., By Ronald Duncun. ] . The verse passages of the play are very well donc, Mr. Nicholson
. The Old Man of the Mowitsins. .By Norman Nichelson. has boldly called for realistic settings, but he knows the limitations of

Faber. Gg. cach . ',eqetg thé begr scene-painter, and he “supplements them with thrilling

’ . ' © T vividness: ' . ’

MopERN PROSE DRAMA is notorious for its thinnéss, and. one has hoped’ .. And there 1 wareh *°

a good deal from the poets who have. turned their attention to-the .A farmer put a match to a neighbour’s grain,

theatre, At leaye they have not usually Incked verbal sensitiveness, and . - The straw ¢itches light, weasels of flame . L

it has sometimes been thrlling to hear fresh, unread verse coming “Twist among the stalks of the corn, and the thorns ig =~

over the foorlights. Neverthcless, the. most Témarkable thing about ' the dyke L

. modera poetic. plays has heen their crudity. Poor management of the Blossom with fire. Now the barns are alight*
most. elementary requirements of the stage, a charade-like quality, and - ?“gm‘}’:]"mcg'*ih“d; -fr].(ijkm the casements, and a wind £ it
an excessive simplification have somérimes been offered to us as though . prinkles the sparks like shooting stars. Long ropes of fire

Laop thc; gpires of thelarches.

. they were a kind. of jemenfoutiste virme; amateurishness hag-glared at- .. ¢ . =% . . , o
. the reader-from the printed ‘page, and-the siost adroie stage-production: - -1he play-is.apparently. & firs: effort..in-drama; bug it is:an. enormously.-
.. hasfailed-to disguise the ‘same-quality inn the theatre; Two-poetic plays: - RFOMISINg one, and-:ir- is. o, be hoped chat Mr,. Nicholson. will soom- -

. slore have-held the stage ‘successfully, both by.u hard-workiiig-major »; ATtempL .i,l-play,v\vxth a-plot of his-own invention. Lo
. poct:. “Miwder-in the Carhedral >"and ¢ Tle Family Reunion ®, In épite- - .~ "~ . e o
-of cextain awkwardnesses of technique, which one liked no berter for their
being intcntional, theye playy connhue to.move one, because they fulfil ..
~two.'of the principal. requircments 'of drarna;. they tell istorfes which

- -embody" impressive . ruths, and they:create credible. and importanc: Prescriptioﬂs for u]:_' oy

o HEﬁY RI;ED‘:".-

.
. ! 3
' . . . ’ .

.9
. characters; whose.actions and -changes of mood-compel attention: Lo \ ! , . le S
" .Ma Ropald Duncan’s .play ¢ This 'Way td the: Tomb * strongly- : Reflections in - a- Mirror-(Second. Serieé)a ,Bylcharlwss;Mb‘t*génv;: :
tecalls “Murder in the Carhedral’: jrig based on the.theme of empta= " Maemillan. 8s. 6d. STt T
tioi ‘and the breaking-down of pride,.it has a satiiical-modem-section:- -~ - T ’
.which-{s ‘presumably meant to be funny, and. it closes on' note. of-
religious exaltation. Thc first half of the play is 5 masque dealing: with:
- ‘the last.days of Saint-Antony on the island. of -Zapte< -hiy.temptation,:
his<cry: for mercy; and his salvation; it has.at. times a.-dignity worthy™ -ty
of -its subject. The second pat i¢ ‘an anti-masque, showing-a crowd 0f " ‘need uchpreseriptions in: & more tranquil age.”'Mesnwhile:Mr. Margan .
. . ¢lamerous rarionalists visiting Antony’s tomb, and, proving by cxperi-~ conrinues to” dispense ‘them with an ¢asy éloqueiice long savouted by -
ment that faith i3 only illusion and miperstition.. Father Opine,” who " *fany—a¢ once tohic: and.(except on occasion) demuleent, He has the-
leads..this, xowdy band, tums our'in the end, when confronted. by the' . art of présediing ideas through life and letters without preachingy ideds, :
saint himiself, to be identified with Bernard, the intellectunl .omiong ' y0me of which, though the book was written mainly: before the jumping
Antony’s éarly disciples. Our own age-fs always casy to make fun 6f— ."'of cats.in: 1945, demand even more’ attention novw thin then civilising
"+ @8 Ben Jooson, Mr. Duncan’s model, hay shown, There is a depressing’ - concepts,.of progortion and balance, ° of variety ag-distinct:from . ..
staleness about this-second balf of the play, with its boring, conventional - standardisation’; of individual liberty. ¢ The arca of libexty ’, he writes,
* cleverness and its use of stage tricks (the satirical ¢ blugs *, for example) ¢ Wwill hever be, ektcnded if . . . the bureaucrats, the ‘planness, the
. which their originators have already bandoned; snd the last pages oppressive. idéalists'. . . are allowed to continue in the belief that théie
do not succeed in dragging the play up again from the depths. Trug, . ‘squatting is an’act of righteousness’. Some day, the public fiay sec thisy
the-anthor occasionally comes out with a beautiful and touching image: . ..and! the planners too, when experience convinees them that mén are

THE TWENTIBEH-CENTURY-fs- Of it pérplexed rature favoirable ro-the-
rrowth -of the «ebsay; ‘every hour séems tor require solace, explanatidn,

otést, . in, agsimilable.doliopy of-sixtaen hundred words. Possibly-that. - .
ture tifstorian-to whom My, Morgan addresses ““Ehis Spring " ‘willwot - *

And I believe Christ lies in my heart Jike a green leaf in not '!\'7':!:8: S C .
. an old book g ' . Mr, Moxgan, having a partly Greek background, is comvinced |
Revégled, if I could only find my heart, open it and look. " already: Greek, but perhaps with a Platonic bi’a:_a, since he develops also
But for the greater part of the play, his verse contents itself with easy- A Tecurrent theme of depth and ‘ inner vision "—inclines, in fact to the
going sermonising, not often distingitished from plativnde. ' 7 univessal, away from the particular, pursuing eternity with Coleridgean

echoes, heard at their loudest in his ¢ Creative Imagination’, Among

I have described rhyself and fears the perils of this. course are a’ contempt for surfaces, ahd that

Because the one is made up of the other;

And because, clarity fowards one’s conscicncé is a kind chagacteristically zomantit”yearning for the wnperceived. And so the
of praver. . importance of the surfaces, which dr¢ thete 21l the rime, will be missed.
But cloquence and verbal gymnastics” : Horace implied awareness of them— ut picturs poesis: erit, sl proping-
- " Only.pursuade, against the run of logie, - .stes, te capiat magis’; but Mr. Morgan ¢ludes the Horation viewyand.
: - evidently admires Robert Nichols for being ‘ the most’ qonipreh%h

. And leave one"Where onc wag before, . brcause the mostnatural of geets®, We shall thank him for remembering
“The Old Man of the Mountains’ is an infinitely moré attractive Robert Nichols and vindicating his geniug, which; neverthéless, might -
play. It is true thar if you write a play about Elifali and the Raven, have' succeeded better in self-expression (i.a.,’ in forming'a beautiful
yon are likely to have to bring rhe Raven on to the stage; but doubtless surface which is the immediate evidence of art) had he been less of a
he ean 'be madc an impressive and not an absurd creaqure. My  seer, Once more, his preference in Mr. Blunden’s ¢ Thomasine * is for -
Nichiolson, while he is abont it, has gived us (‘off ) a babbling beck ag  the ' evar-presence of the unperceived ', “The Wooden Benches’, “ The -
well, and has allowed: its voices to speak charming verges something  Village Church’, and * A Homespun Festival® form a deficions group

- after the manncr of ‘Anna Livia Plurabelle’. Apart from these noveltics, —cvoking rural felicity with'its xoots in thie picturesque past, aesthetically

‘the'play is a mote. or less straight three-acter, the first act dealing with remote from movies, housing estate, pubs, and filling-stations, ‘More
.+ the drought and the raising of the boy, Ben, from the dead; the second recently we have witnessed the beginnings of a pre-fabricated England’

.with the dispute between Elfjah and Ahab; and the third with the: which seems o ﬂ}rqaten.rhe,survxval of 'these rich antiquitics, pew, settle
contest oh the mountajn-top becween the altars of Badl and the Lord; and afl; which with Mr. Morgan's help we may here wigtfully sesurvey,
arid the advenit of the cloud no bigger thin a man's hand, Mr, Nicholson before they grow even fainter than rhe mirror’y reflections. . '

. hay fransplanred his characters to the Cumberland dales he has written It gill seems to be something of a practice to bé very superior about
of do 'well before, aid he has aveided the scntimenta]l humour that the wrirers of the “thirties, w0 ¢dll them playboys, and other’ thirps
attends Mr. ‘Bridic’s' rehashes of the Scriptures, ¥is Elijah is a really  possibly damaging vo vheir rogalties, Mr. Morgan falls somewhat into
dramatic character; the picture of him surrounded:by"his ingpiration, - 4that prospective. error, from which, no doubt, he will ‘shortly-emérge: in
‘His muddley his faithrand -his‘pathetie self-dovbting iz "particularlyfine;- - the full cognivion'of the facr-thar: itiy'neversafe-tordamn-the’last decade:
TFhe. long-écene betweenr-him and-ehe-boy-on-the-mevntain is-a delbghey - e, RN '* . SHERARD" VINES-: "
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HE literature on Degas has

THE LISTENER

Dégaé as ,'Sculpto'r

Degas: Works in Sculptuxe. Edited by John Rewald, Kegan Paul. 4 guineas

Reviewed by R.

now: been increaged by rthis

catalogue of his sculpture—a handsome volume with a hundred
and . twelve plates which "will be wuseful ‘to' students in a

numbper of ways. .

. Degas was never, of. course, in any
he was never in the market to make
portrait busts or war memorials or
seulpture on buildings or ‘bibelots for
‘elegant interiors. He only cxhibited one
figure—the famous ‘ Petite danseuse de
quatorzc ans’, made in 1880 when he

_.was forty-six and shown {n the Sixth.
. Ympressionist Exhibition the hext year;
but both betore that date and. after if,
“ he often modelled $mall figures ip wax,
clay and plasticine which rcmained
neglected 'in his’ studis il in many
cases, they dried up and cracked or
otherwise disintegrared. Hc never had
_any of these small figures cast in bronze;;
"but about 1900 he asked the founder
Hebratd to make plaster casts of three
..or four whick presumably he wished to
preserve; and these plajter casts and

the ¢ Perite danseuse de quator2c ans’,

(the original of-which is now jm the
Louvre) are thug strictly speaking the
only suthentic sculptures by him that
“exist, , .
.. But we have in addition valuablé

" . récords of somc seventy. pieces which

.were. repaired and conditioned after
Degag’ death by his fricnd the sculptor
|- Barholomé, These small pieces, and also
" the larger ‘ Petire danseuse de quatorze
.ang’, were them cast. in .bronze by

.Hebratd;’after the casting all the small
! 'models were destroyed ; but photographs

l"bad bean taken of them and some arc

“the photographs of the -bronzes. The
“Loltvre owns a complete set of these

. Hebrard bronzes; and twenty-one other.

{L'L;é.cts were made, - .
i Speaking gc'ricra'lly, Degas as sculptor
,.,{.‘or more precisely as modeller, because

*"he never carved) appears in three phases

+~ag & modeller of horses, as the creator

-of the ‘Petite danseuse de quatorze.

ans”, and as a modeller of female niides.
.. The horse statuettes show the animals

static and in movement, Some were.
doubtless made: when he was working-

on his racc-coursc pictures in the late
‘sixties and the ’seventies; othexs,
maybe, ‘'were made later. For thove

Feproduced in thie catalogue opposite-

pense a professional sculpror;

‘

Lshowing horses in acrion he probably used photogr;phs, as he did for

pome of ‘hig paintings (Paul Valéry

. has suggested that he wsed

“Muybridge’s photographs of horses trotting, published in Parisin 1881);

jibut he gives ug more truth in his. statues than the camera can give,.

because, as Rodin said to Gsell: The camera lies by suggesting sudden
.rsuspcnsion of. movement and time, because timc ncver stands sill;
, the artist on the -other hand’ who identifies himself unconsciously with
'the movement of the body contemplated, can, suggest transirion of
" movément and thus truly suggest also the continuous flux of time.

H. WILENSKI

: S gy

s

As the crearor of the ‘Petitc danseuse de quatorze ang’ Degas
helds a unique position in the history of modern sculpture. For this.
statue, it will be remembered, which is about three-quarter life size, hag-
face, arms and legs of wax, a linen bodice covered with wax, ‘4 mpslin
‘tutu’, a-silk bow tying her hair, and satin shoes. Vhere are no com-

From € Dagas: Works ' Sculpture?

Thesc small sculprures tell us

patable works by contemporary grest

, artists, Bur there are some fiftcenth-

century figures in the Toulouse Museum
(formerly in the'church of St. Sernin)
which have points of likeness—for the
wear réal clothes, dipped. in plaster and-
.. painted, and the faces casy from life

(or after death) produce a disquieting ~

effect by their intenge realism and such
details as the half-open mouths showing
the tongue and tecth inside, Therg is
indeed a eradition in Toulouse thar the
peasant women, ‘when, exasperated with
their children, would quell them with
threats t.rake them to St. Sernin to

.sce thé ‘ Momies des Comtes’ as these

figures were then called. I do not know
if children sull scream when shown the
Toulouse figures; bur I know that

- though there was much screaming by

ddults at rhe “Petife danseuse  de
quatorze ans’ gome sixty-five years
g0, nO otc screams at her today; to
- criric then ghe seemed ‘ désagréable’,
‘redoubtable . and ¢ effrontde ’; to me-
she seemy just timid with the
¢ gaucherie’ of a child kalf-brokeg to
an artificial mould.

Degas’ statuerres of female nudes are
closely related to the main outpur of

his paintings, pastcls aid drawings, na-
can be seen from.come drawings repro-',

duced opposite the bronzes in Mr.,
“Rewald’s caralogue. There are a fow
exceptional pieces—a *Femme enceinte’
for example—but the majority can be

divided into three, groups: (a) dancers .

" in'srage awitudes; (b)dancers in-dressing -
.»room awitudes; and (c) women at their
toiler. Of these the fiesy are interesting
as Tecords of baller steps, * arabesques’
. and so forth and the yecond and third
achicve what Degas also achicved. in
other mcdiz—the effect of life per-
ceived through the keyhole without the
model kiowing that anyonc was there,
All -are admirable in the potsc and
balance of rthe' figures, and some
" miraculously tecord those instantaneous
and yet transitional movements which
Rodin spoke abour. :

from his other work; bur they confirm what we already know of his
fifclong interest in a few chatacteristic atttudes which he studied
unceasingly and drew and painted and modelled from every poimt of

view. Of one attitude—a girl

standing on her left leg and looking back.

ar the sole of her right foot held in her right hand—there are, for
example, six statuettes and two drawings in this Rewald caralogue, and'
it would be eagy ro add ro these versions a number of others from tlie
pastels. In his prime Degas drew from life bur produced hix composs-

\
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little about Degas that we did not know
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" stlude * anything thar..might - offend

cor corrcct whatever, the socjery of his-.

. nothing of value ‘is lost, indeed much -
. tion of an awthor’s original version.

" xenched foureean, yolomes, and.to Which
d few more lerrers have yince been'added,

" *Mademoiselle > letters  (page 100); the

"~

tions i-ﬁ.oi.l and ﬁas'ti:lvfrom his-knowlcdgc‘-.-ah;i his drawings; and his’

gtatpettes, I fancy, -were -done sin’.the samc ‘way-—the . liviig model -
‘being onily called upon us aide memoire’ at cértain stages, But we
‘have evidence thev in his ¢ld age he [iked to.have a-model posing and ;

kept'the unhappy gixls in painful attitudes for long hours., Mr. Rewald
describes hiny at work in. 1910. whicn. be, was seventy-six and nearly

,?Moliérefs Sistér’

Madane: de Sé)?ig;,mé: 'Her‘-“ Let'ter_a“ and Her World.' By Arthur St'z\.leey.,Eyré- nnd Spoftiswoode, 15s. - .

which he welcomed.the publication of the frst two volumes of Madame
de Sévignd’s letters, -edivéd by M. Reguiér in 1861. There was need

of editing. The lctiers, written during the sécond half of the scventecnth

century, had: at first been passed: privately; as was the fashion of the

“age, from friend 1o friénd. Their first cditor, de Perrin (1734), had

thought it his ‘duty .not merely to ex-
rfamilies.of importanee, but also to.omit

rime ‘thought in bad taste or i bad
style. Saint-Beuve describes with some
wit the difficultics against which the new
editors hdd to 'contend in, restoring 'so
far as possible ‘the ‘text a3-Madanie de-
Sévigné wroté it; and poinis’ out (it'is
a' waming  which' is still necded) that

.gained, by a full and faithkful transcrip-
Ir is Regnier’s editon, which finally

thay Mr. Stanley has used in translating,
with a ronning commentary (which is 1o -
facta Jife of Madame de Sévigné and:
an actount of her sécial background), a
generous  selection, ‘from ‘the fimous
letters. His version veads well; and (this
is a good test) {5 at ite' best when' the
French is so: as for instance in the

story of the fire (page 118), or the
‘decount of the-arrival of James II' (page
272). He pgives ilustrarions of all
Madame de Sévigné’ interests: her decp
bur {ll-regulated and ill-requited love for
her daughter, Madame de Grignan; her
women friends jn- the grear world of
Peoris and Versailles; her clashes. with
Bussy-Rabutin; her rravels (no small ad- |
venture in those days of bad roads and |
worse inhs); her love of nature and of

‘country walking; 2nd the smrain of -

P

quictism which took her to stay with her good unc,le‘Christophc, and
to study the works of the pietists'of Porr-Royal. All this against the
‘background of Louis XIV, his wars, his mistresses, and the great

_'palace of Vorsailles, which she saw building; and of those other

grear feudsl homes—Vaux, with its vasy rerraces and fountains, the
‘geim Grignan chfreau where in summer they ate partridges fed on
thyme and marjoram, and-fat quails, snd turtle-doves, melons, figs and
muscat grapes, but where in winter the ink frozc on the pén am she
wrote: or the lovely ‘Renaissance house near the. Place des Vosges
in Paris which is now the: Carnavaler Museam. i
Bur—and this i5 hex charm, and the reason why Saint-Beuve calls

her © Molitre’s sister *—the, feminine counrerparr of his comedies—.
. Madame de Sévigné never belonged at-heartto-the sociery yhe decorated

and deseribed, . She was happiest at her déar’ Les Rochers, deep in the
wilds. of Brittany. ‘We live. 2 .very. ordinary.‘life . here’, she wrires:
‘We get up at eight o'clock, and, vety often I go out to taste the
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place; I vary my walks and.

Mademe de Sévigné, after & paatel by Nanteuil
Erom © Madama da Sduigné: Har Lauer{ and Aer World*
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blind; he sat very close to the model and made measurements, with. . .
callipers ‘ which-he used rather clumsily and-with such sudden gestures.

that his models' did not always escape @ xed gash on their amms.or.

legs .. .°; he was working once more on the much. studied .thema:.. , |

“ Danseuse vegardant la plants de son pied droii’—perseverance that -
had become pexseverarion afrer so much adventure and: discovery.. .- -

.

)

After mass T change my dréss; I vay good morning o everybody; then
I go our to pick some orange-flowets; I come in for dinfier; 1. .work

. or xead till five o’clock. At five o’clock T walk it my dear woods, T Have

a lackey who follows me with my bboks; I settle down; 1 chahge my
I'vary my readinig, passing from a book
of devorion to some story or other. Thén
I mcdifa

d- pe her: ser.
a ‘eomplete.-disregard. for. ther lot: of -the -
working class ‘who" made up ninc-tenths
of the .French people,. She. takes it for

‘of “marriage

phgeant
e rtjes,- danein|

sinally, aliridst Heartlessly-of
swretches—ofd - mien, ‘Women/ and.

PO
thildrén—iwvandering sbout dn the our-

peiika cagially, Al

. homes; witliout knowing where to’ go and
" withiour food ‘of ghélter’, apd of: ‘3
misician they broke on the whieel, who
was quarteréd nfrée his dehrh, and, the

the town’, * This will be a fine cxample
_to_others’, is her only comment, “to
‘make thenr carcful:not to speak evil of

into thelr gardens’,” Of Lonix XIV’s,
cruel persecution of the Huguenots she

' says, * This iy the greatest and best ‘work
that bas cver been done’. This is 'a
remindex—and there are - others—that
what My, Stanley miscalls ‘an age of
refincment * was an age of coarseness
and cruclty covered by a veneer of culture,
Bixe if France had'to wait for the

) eighteenth century ‘for an awakening
(and what 2 mde onel) to the rights of the common man, how much
it was to lose {n the naturalness of its attitude rowards lifel This-is
what gives churm to everything Madame de Sévigné writes about, from
the, nursing of her granddaughter (&' letter quored. by SajpetBeuve
which Mr. Stanley unfortunately omits), ox her new frock S
with little silver bells > which shé fears may be no lqﬂﬁ‘é{‘ in fashion,
to her” passionare affection for her daughter, or her maive attempts 1o
become a ‘déwots., She conceals nothing, she prerends nothing: she

Is alwayg interested; always' observant, nearly always laughing. She.

put up two inscriptions in the woods at Y:ea Rochers. ‘One was for-her-
son, who was away fighting: Vago di fama (Greedy for glory). The
other was ‘in honowr of idlers’: Balla cosa far nientte (Doing pothing

is pleasant). This was really for hepyelf, No one ever idled’ through-tife - .

more busily or more charmingly. No one-ever gave more pleasure-to
the world in doing so. .- . :

. . S *'J. M: THoMpSON |, -

Tiuleron Godand His'proviz . .
goss,}:.es‘- my ée.»;l 3 T thinlk ofmy .

that they have no part, .save as .

* gkirts of the town, turned outof théir -

quarters exposed ag the four guarters of |

their governots, and not to throw $tones.

'

50 Saint-Beuve c¢alléd her in the article in: freshness of the wobds till the bell sounds for 'mass at nine o'clock. .

g
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- 'Russia ‘and. Europe -

‘Prelude to the Russian Campuigu;. By Grigore Gafencu.

e

Muller. 18. ' i
WHEN ONE IS TO READ of the higher m'yéteriels‘of international politics
it is well to be sure of the writer's qualifications to make revelations.
and judgments. Mr. Gafencu was Foreign Minister of Rumania’ from

+ December 1938 to May 1940, resigning when; after rhe collapse of
the West was incvitable, King- Carol decided t come to terms with
Germany, and from June 1940 to Junz 1941 was Rumanian ambassador
in Moscow; he is therefore in.a position to bear first-hand witness on

events in which he personally shared, and & carcful reading of his book

would indicare that his tcstimony is troe.

.+ Ay hé sees it, the Russo-German conflict and dts consequences became
e , ; b
.inevitable from the moment the Russo-German pact was signed. "Lhar

pact wag -not, a mere re-nsurance treaty: liberating Hitler from fear

in the East and comfotting Stalin by confining the war 1o the West!
It was a parrition treaty. representing a reversal of Russian policy (Mr.
Gafencu rightly sees in Litvinov’s disniissal no mere routine change
in personnel), and partirion lefr Germany and Russis' in direct contact
from the.Black Sea to the Balric. A
.. Jt did nov need the bistoricul parallel with Napolconic times, brilliantly
expounded by Mr Gafencu, to reveal what was inevitable, although
Russia appears to have seriously believed that she could avoid ir. Her
~new policy, in Mr. Gafencu's 'opinion, was the result of intemal evolu-
-tion, and aimed at the amendment of all points in her disfavour in the
castern settlerment from 1856 onward. Russia began to move on the.
old line of the Danubian principalities, the Strairs, and the open sca; and
.along its whole length her action was brutal, On Bessarabia, Russia
had an -arguable case, bur she nor'only presved an’ extreme case shame-
'lessly on u defenceless neighbour ‘with whom she was at peace, but
exceeded jt; cven Hitler had to-admiv thar his partner had gone beyond
the terpus of the partition pact. By a simple ‘ yield or fight ar ‘once’
- ultimatum and without any rcference’to her security, she forced the
surrender. not only of her former holdings in. Bessarabia' but parts of
‘Rimania she had never held.” o
In 1939-41 rhe course of cvents suggested to democratic obgervers
-thar toralitarian Russia, by agreement with toralitarian Germany, 'was
* - .moving forward inte Europe, from which a century-old.equilibrium had
"s0 far barred her. Bquilibrium gone, the small states could do nething;.

they ‘could only tope and wait for the cldsh of totalitarianisms. Of the .

. tangled history of Russd-Gorman relationy and the effect on them of the
. wpartition made effective by negotiation or force, Mr. Gafencu pives an
. .excellent accounr, and an apalysis that js extremely interesting and
plausible of the necessity under which Hider found himsclf of solving
by’ a. treacherous .avtack the problem he had created for' Germany:
Ribbentrop’s brilliant coup gave Germany Western Europe, but Stalin’s
.equally brilliant coup made Russia at last a grear power again. Of the
Tact thar she now felr herself to be,y6 und had ther¢fore acquired new,
freedom of action, Mr. Gafencii adduces cogerdt proof;” and it is here
\that hig narravve is so vital, for now that the German menace is gone,
- ,information on_the methods of irs former partner i8 invaluable. It is
axiomatic to Mr. Gafencn. thaty, when Russia iz confident in her great-

THE LIS TENER

“the most -urilitatian of cups. There {5 & Puritan sparseness of outline

e "\
Traveller from Eternity
The _Voyaglc and - Other Poems. By Edwin Muir. l"”a?ber.'ﬁs.l

IN CONSIDERING The Voyage and Other Poems, it iz neccssaty to .
remember that the author did nor begin t6 write verse until his thirtieth'
year; owing to this rerardarion ih hijs eareative dévelopment, thesc Are
the poems, not of middle-age, but of 'a maturity only just achieved.
Never has the poctic impulse been so vigorous in Mr, Muir’s work, its.
full tide stecping whatever aridity may have marred-his Jast: volume.
Pcrhaps owing to the cifcumstances of the author’s own carly life,

tman’s fall from an ideal-happinegs s the theme, cxplicic or implicit, of
most of the poems in this collection. Mr, Muir conceives the haman
spirit ay ug exile from ctérnity, cast forth 1o journey throngh. time. This
idea he has alicady expressed in two curigusly memorable lines from
bis prévigus volume : o .

. ' ['lean my check from erernity .~ -

.- For time to slap, for'time 1o slap, T
Bur man's exile is not irrevocyble; to that ideal happincss e may
sometimes. rerurn, in dreams, or pechaps even in'those waking visions
which the author-describés in 7'he Fable and the Story. Adam’s innocent
state j5 veprescnted in Mr. Muir'y writings by a-landseape, ‘part myth,
part memory: it is the same g\ndscnpc .that wolls out behind hiz , '
remarkable novel The Three Brothys, and its features, 3 little softencd,

v

‘a lipde idealiced, are those of thic Yemote islands whére he spent his

early childhood, Nostdlgia for this loit counrry is the sirongest emotion
to be found, ifi The Voyage and Othe? Poems; It inspires tie two most
moving. lyrics in the ibook, * The Covenant’ and ¢ The Transrautation *.:

Such cxtensions as have been made in the terrain of poetry during

- the last decade have, with a few exceptions—Elios Four Quartety,
Auden’s .recent volume-—been in the direction of rechnique, But tech.

nique, divorced from matter, does not interest Mr, Muir. His siyle,
though adequate te any demands that he may make of ir, exercises no
imaedjate fascination: In contrast to those of hig contemporarics who
offer the world water in 4 chalice of yurpussing ‘workwmanship,
Mr. Muir’s good wine, a sip of which intoxigates, must be drunk from

\

Lo.all he wrikes. ) . :
Like Years, = ‘writer whom he vesembles boty in'style and in rthe.
tardy ripening of his gifts, Mr. Muir's affinites are with the nineteenth
rather than the twenticth contury—predominarely with - the . French
symbolists. He stands outside the poeric fashions of the last four
decades, and even outside the main stream of English literature; and
it is precisely vhis apdrtpess, this individuality of the marrow rather
than the surface, that gives his poctry its cxciting flavour, He'is' a
wiirer of ‘many talents—penetrating criric, skilful translator,” possessor
of a.beautifully corsive prosc style: but one may hazard the guess that

Jt is for these pocms, and for those rhar will follow them, fruirs of his

maturity, that he.will chiefly be remembered. :
. . - o Francis Kive

British Rule in India"

- power status, she moves forward, sometimes ‘with surprising speed,

on whar is a secular mission. She moved forward in 1939-41; and
now, a greatet power than ever, the same secnlar compulsion seems to.
be upon her and the more forcibly in that she hus co-operated in the
complete deytruction, beyond repair for a generation and more, of the
old Buropean stprilibrivm, It is not unfair to assume that face to face’
with the West she.might react'in the same way as when she came face

* to face with Germany. Partition trcatics spell war, and rhe néw sertle-
'ment of Europe s raking rhe form of a partition’ treaty,

Herein: lies the gravity of the .situavion and the importance of Mr.

Gafencu's book. History does mot repear itself; bur natons, under
.compulsion: of the laws of development, often repeat their. own
history, and this paiticular bit-of Russian history deserves the cléye
stady which Mr. Gafencw’s book offers. It is in the best sensc
- .enlightening, ‘and the admirable temper fn which it is written malkes
-even those opinions which do not carry. immediare convicrion worthy
6f qohsid‘cration. "That, despite the gloomy tale he has to tell, be still
Sbelieves in Europc and ‘régards the future with hope—at least he did
_ when he wrote in 1944—makes them worthy of respect as. well:
o o R. T. CLaRK
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India: d Restatement. By Sir Reginald Coupland.
Oxford, 12s" 6d. . . . Co

"THE YUBLISHERS DESCRIBE, Sir Reginald Coupland’s book =g ‘an:
attempr to stare all the essential facts about the Bridsh connection with
India in a gingle volume’. To an astonishing degree.the attempt has
been succesaful. Wirhin the space of 300 pages the author'has given' a
. brillianitly succinct account of the origin and character’ of the British
Raj, has traced, with admirable lueidicy, the development of Indian sclf-
government, and hag supplicd the best exposition to datg of the political
problems involved in-India’s final libsration, The ecconomic ‘aspect of
the British connection, rhough by no means neglected, has not received
such full and adcguate treatment as the polirical. " . v
A first-rate introductory chapter on Indix und Europe i followed
by a sectlon on -the origin and expansion of British rule. Though
generally fair and dispassionate, Sir Reginald tends oceasionally in this
" scction to pass judgments too favourable to the British; He says, for.
instance, that British rule did not originate in British aggression, This
is an overstatément, Plassey and Baxar, the two battes which gave the
British the mastery of Bengal, were certainly. not fought in gelf-defence;

. ¢
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* Camatic, and Hyderabad for another thirty years afrer thar.

. and Esxar way the result of péculiarly--d.iscreditable--énd indefensible

‘agpregsion, Again, he speaks.of ‘the“plack facrs of the decade or so .
after Plassey * as though the perlod of crude exploitation Jasted; at most,
twenty years. This, is 1o -give analtogether. toa favourable .impression,:

" Thirty years afrer Plassey, when Cortiwallis became Governor-General,

direct exploitation way seill in full swing, and it continued in Oudh, the
© Sir Reginald endeavours to-assess the gain and logs resulting to the
two countries from the Brivish Raj. -He places on the débit side.of

. India’s aecount. “all the disadvantages’ inherent in the one hard’ fact
.that British . rule hag been forcign rule’; but he does nor; emphasise
guite sufficiently the. damage caused by'-the arresr. and.distortion..of ..

" Ihdian socio-political developmehiy.. Under "the British. Raj -healthy-

.

. led, in ‘the sense that they .contribute the

gtowth throngh the free nterplay of the natural forces within Indian.
sbciery ‘has been humpered. Consequently, Indian society foday srill

" preserves-ossificd survivals from an earlier stage of irs existence, which

ought Jong since ta have been swept away. This parricnlgr disadyantage

- ¢f forcign rule is keehly felv by Indians, bur inadequately” appreciated

in England.

“.x The middle section of rhe book, dealing wfth the 'pr'og'rgss of self-

gavernfent from itg first beginnings.in 1861 down to the Congress

;  fehellion of 1942, i5.a condensatioft of "Sir Reginald’s longer Rep;‘:r:l"‘on O o o

. . ik Gonstitutional. Problem tn India; "Hé:brings out.well the point:that “Monséon Vietosy#By Gerald Hanley. Collins. 10s. 6du.. b -
" _sight back in-1883.the! rcal. crux ‘of the India. political problem- was:: ‘ y Gerald Hanley. Collins. 10, 6d.,

. ¢learly- stated. by Sie: Syed: Ahmad; who uncompromisingly rejectedias +

inapplicable: to India’ the.principle’ of: mdjority rule; It is remarkable
how Moslem rejéction of this principle lout its crnphasis in the inter-war
period and.wds.only brought fonnidably:to; notice again:by: Mr.. Jinnah ,
rom-1938 onwards,“Today Moslems seek'to solve:the difficulty by the-
partitionof India. ‘This igsue is admirably discussed by Sir Reginald
i the chapter * Possibilities.of a- Settlement’. He réfery: withi approval

*16-certain. deas: put forward by the Tate: Six Siksuder Hyat-Khap for.:
*  gn' “agency-Centre” i ‘place of 4‘regidlar féders] govednmignt-—a ‘con-
1 .- stinitfonal ‘novelty - desigred- to "create’gorething: between: a' normal”’
" féderdrion-and-a-mere confederacy or feaguc?. Here;-withour doubty he .
. approaches. the correct s6lution- of “the problem: -This - is-quire-the. best. -

book: available onn-a topical subject, and: is of more than topical-interest...
e e s e L PENDEREBL MOON, - .

Orpheuns Britannieus
British Musie of Our Time. Edited by "A. L. Bacharach.
- Pelican Books. 9d. '

_“0Or our TIMB’ is interprered by -Mr. Bacharach aud his collaborators

as comprising all composers born gince 1360—the dare, as it happens,
which wag the original term of Dr. Emnest Walker's standard History
of- Musi¢'in England. Although Dx, Walker added, in a larer edition;

.an appendix in which he discussed,.not always with complete sympathy,

the. output of later compogers up to. 1923, his book reilly ends with
Parry, Stanford and Elgar, .
. The new ‘Pclican’ scrves a puipose beyond ts immediate alm of
bringing to the largest possible public iriformation concernin® the achieve-
ments of British composers during. the present century; it provides an
historical work of réference, whosé value is.out of proporiion to its
published price. For, this rask the ‘editor hias assemgbled 2 strong team
, ] grearest pumber of chapters,
by Dr, Westrup and Mr. Scowt Goddard, : .
Mr. Goddard opens. with an admiribly balanced résumé of the state
of music in England at the turn of the century. iy appreciation of

. Parry’s quality as a .composer should: do; something to. rectify contem-

porary misprision of his music; and one is glad to note the important
'blace 'in’the scheme of rhings necorded 1o Maty Wakefield, founder of

. k¢ Competition: Fesrival. Mr, ' Goddard is also responsible for an
" excellent chapter on Vaughan Willlamis, where again he shows his good

judgment: by drawing attenton ¢o the high merits—of the wnjustly -
+ néglected - Sancra Civitas:’, and for an.cothusiastic,,but perhaps too lirde
. crigc‘al- .account of Benjamin Britten's. remarkable .career as a compostr,
e DTG
"." of 'scholarly cxposition. In.the one;he is concerned to display the good

estrup’s chapters on Frunk Bridge and E. J. Moeran are models

‘quelities of music that docs not alwilys make its effect upon the ordinary

listeper so fully as upon the instructed muyician who can appreciate .
its 'finer points of rechnical exceMénce; in the other he. speaks for a -
cotipaser too revicent o make hig own case plain, Dr. Westeup is less -

S .
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- page among Vothér runners?, apd omits

‘catalogue of gramophone xecords; but no bibliography.

-centres, were: sufficiently-yldlful: in ‘modém. warfare 1o dccomplishi-ch
: exactihg cardipaigns of " AByssiniaand: Mddagascar. . They weré re::da

. -Burepeans to.appreciate the jmpact’ of modern.war, upon these prifi
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«convineing it his advocacy of Tord Berners, whose comparatively tilyial
output hardly secems to warran¥ a whole chapter in a book. ‘which
relegates 8 composer of Gerald Finzi’s standing and achievement to.a
mention of Pitrick Hadley, - -
Robin Milford and the laté Waler Leigh. | ' S
Peter Warlock i another composer who, perhaps, is accorded.more
than his due space, but Mr. Foss writes so well on him rhat ir would be
curmudgeonly, to grumble. Among the other contributions which -give
distinction ' to this "book afe Mr. Ralph Hill's" chapters on Delfus

-and. Iréland,. Mr. -Merbage’s on Bax (a penetrating critical study), .

Mr, Mason’s. on, Walton and. Mr. Robertson’s on Bliss. Finally one'must.
mention Mr," Axthui. Hutchings's ‘exceprional Smdy. of Edmund Rubbra, ..
thar incormgible genius—exceptional in the Jlimitation of its scope, come .
pared With the rest, and In ity use of music type which might have been
more gencrally allowed. Thexe f5 a thorongh index with a useful .’

DynNBLRY HUSSBY'., ..

The War in _jthe ,'Jﬁqgl.e‘:‘“

" Gollanez... 8s.. 6d. '

Assegicdn. - Guerilla-+in - the: Philippines. - By. Ira- Wolfesf;
Jungle Pilot. By Barry Sutton. Macmillan. 6s.

IT ¥ 'WIDELY BELIRVED, both in America and.Britain,.that a couple of , *.
atom bombs defeated Yapan, whereas the facts of the over-all siruarion,
on,the very day the second of thém weiit down show that the Japanesg
were only ‘weeks from snuibilation’ by: more. orthodox military. meang. .
"These three books:.do- much to-adjust the-popular foaus on-theJapspese- -

.war. Some: of the lepst publiciséd. troops. in-rhe. ¢ Forgottén 7 Fourtgenth. -

Army -were the Esst-Africans:whe friade: ip. the valorons 11th Diviston:
They: are. fortunatg’ to hiave. such’a:vivid ' chronicler as. Captain Haney.
This. Division was made up-aof the rawest: possiblo:material—tribegmen . -
viho, within 7'few months of arxivingin their-loin-cloths ar the secrufting:. ...

tfor

itive.
men who suddenly found ‘themselves' coping with a strange: world-of |
telephones, srop-watches, antiseprics, mdps and gun-yights, The gpéed
and the confidence of ‘their adapravion shonld make anyone think. tvice
before pronouncing on the ‘backward’ African. Their notions ‘abouf
the war were; of course, sometimes mmore politc than accurate—*ro gy
more land for Kingi Georgi * was dne Askari’s summary of his war aims,
Like many other rypes of.colonial” fighter these East Africans have
staked for their people a claim to a share in the benefits of our Empire’s
progiess.  What is c¢qually true is thar the .white officers and ‘scnjor
N,C.0.s who triined and led this 11th Basr African Division folfilled
their obligations in the most exemplary way, and gave a posirivé
meaning. to the concept of trusteeship. Tt was the Africans and ‘the
Indiang between them who achieved the uncxpected feat of keepirig &
jungle bartle moving in the monsoon, and this tale of what they did and
bow they. did it is'a war book of remarkable interest. R
© The eatlier parts of dmerican Guerilla fill in"some significant gaps;iy

betgeristill in pushing the Japancse. out of Burma . It fe diffie

87
‘our general ignorange.of the size and'complexity of the ngval side of the

- Japanes¢ ‘war, One-of the episodes—the strack on a Jap cntigen by

American ‘expendable ’ gunboats—is as terrific a piece of reporting a8
the Wci}};, hds produced, The resolute sailor whose adventtires Mr, Wolfert
3018 omﬁwﬁmng later lost his vessel, took'to. dry land and set up one
of those guerilla organisations whose exploits not only confounded the
Japaneye co-proyperity schemeg, bur are i their incredible authenticity
far beaxond the limits which even a sanguing geript-writer would' sef -
himself, - - : o
“The third of this trio. of. Far EaSteth namratives, is the story.of.a
British fighter pilot who in, a )pu:su‘lentiall climate had to cope with
‘hazards g heavy as.those of his comrades in the Battle of Britain.. Likd
80 many dirmen’ Wing-Commiander Barxy Sutton responds. as quickly -
1o the undertones of war as-to the drama of battle, and nothing is mibié
likely to bring home' to us than Fungle. Pilot. the moods angd :the -
conditions, as well as rhe ¢ombats, in which the R.A.F. foug‘h_t‘,l;t_hg
Japanese. o . PR
‘ W. B, WitLiaMs
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