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End Of a Teutonlc Dream

W 1CK H A M S T E E D on the German exodus from the Eastern Mar\ches

ienng ‘the Russ1an invasion of Germany, it is not only

ary aspect of things that has impressed me. With the
aps we can see pretty clearly the extent of the German

What we cannot measure is the shock which those

especially the exodus of millions of German refugees
astern homelands, has given.to German and particu-
sian minds. The material shock, the impact of positive

st be -shattering enough. - To lose the Silesian coal:

‘ose the big estates of the East Prussian funkers, which
so large'a part in the political and economic life of

¢ many generations, and the prospective loss of the ~
ind potato fands of the Eastern Marches that have
st of Germany with much of her food supply, must-

i imagination as one of the direst blows their country
‘ered. Yet I fancy these misfortunesare not the only
the deepest cause of the sense of catastrophe which
overwhelming thoughtful Germans. The deepest cause
: the realisation that the Eastern Marches of Germany,
of Germanism on the east, the springboard. for:the
what the Germans call Kultur, may be gone perhaps

1f any, Germans can-say. ofthand what they mean by
word is almost -untranslatable. It does not mean what

~

we understand by culture ’ ; and it is certainly not the same thmv
as our idea of ‘civilisition’, On the east, at’ any- rate, it-means
something like the supremacy, the mastery, of the German way of
life and of German power over the ways of life of non-German.
peoples likg the Poles, the Lithuanians and the Russians whose
territories’ lie beyond the eastern borderlands, or outer Marches,

-of the German Reich.* Mark’ or * March,’ is the German word for

borderland. This was why the province of Brandenburg, the home
of the Hohenzollern Dynasty, was called the. Brandenburg ‘ Mark .
Now into this Mark, of which Berlin is the centre, millions ‘of
Germans, hitherto the bearers and wardens of German Kultur i in
the east, have been and are streaming back as refugees. How many
they may be we do'not yet know. Some neutrals guess their number
as six millions; others put it as high as eight millions. Nazi spokes-
men, who may not be altogether wrong, have called the exodus the -
greatest migration Germany has ever known, It is certainly one of
the most astonishing events in this unprecedented war. _

It is here that the meaning which Germans attach to their word
Kultur comes in. Eight or nine years ago the leading French
authority on matters-Germanic, Professor Edmond Vermeil of the
University of Paris, wrote the best definition of Kultur that I have
yet come across. He was trying to find an answer to a question that

had long puzzled ‘him. The question was why modern German‘

2 i
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Sclence and Llfe E

Science is.a means but not an end, a technique
‘but not a subject. It is a means of dlscovermg
‘provisional truth, and as a means, its only justi-

~fication is pragmatic—it. works. The two essential,
: “direct
-:approach . by the ‘scientist ‘to” his ‘raw materlal.:'

- features:. of . the: scientific- method are ‘the-

-«(whether it be a group of molecules or of hurhan

" THE LISTENER undertakes no responmblllty for the views expressed by its correspondents

but I sense from the tone what Mr. Rlchards~
believes: that modern poetry—probably all of
it—is obscure, impenetrable, esoteric, and un-

lovely. I do not agree with him: we can merely

state our tastes. But if by the.homme movyen

--esthettque he means the average inan who takes-

~ :evidence, The $cientist- must find his facts; and

. having'founid: them, he.cannot.pick and choose .

“only those-which fit. his theories. Thus his con-
- clusions are always provrslonal since_ néw facts

may at any time force a revision of the con-

clusxons. Science teaches humlhty, and the lesson
"is a hard one, Perhaps this is why so many
- -scientists -cease to be humble. when they step
-out of their. laboratories; and, of course, once

an’interest. in ‘art-—the :man- ‘who,. for example,
‘takes- the' trouble to ‘go to- W.E.A: classes, .or to.

_.Beings), arid the relevance .of - all. available ::_Vread regularly ‘and seriously by- hlmself—then I

know--that he very mmuch. undérestimates that ™.

man’s tolerance, _patience ‘and cunos:ty Mr,

* Richards lacks- these qualities, and- is wrong to-

put himself beside the homme moyen esthet:que
He is the homme moyen philistin; and he is
proud of it.

It is more proﬁtable to discuss Mr. Richards’

- first paragraph He is right in assuming that

they cease to be humble, they cease to follow the

scientific method.’
Science has certainly been applied to the study

of methods of fighting, just as it -has been to,

- methods of healing, building, transport, and
sound-transmission. A: start has been made . in
applymg it to the problems of human society,
but it has, as yet, not got very far. The pheno-
mena displayed when orgamsed groups of men
and women fight each other are capable of being
studiéd by the scientific techmque. But even
when such studies have been carried to practical
conclusions, they will not prevent watrs. They
will only tell men what they should do if they
want..to prevent them. Thus science does not
relieve man of the necessity for moral judgments,
Rather does it enable him to translate his judg-
-ments into action much more effectively. Thus,

- it.increases rather than decreases his moral and
ethical responsxblhtres

Nevertheless, science has a message of -hope -

for the 'world. Only a minority of men still do
evil, if they can see the full consequence of their
actions, As a psychlatrlst my guess of the size
of this minority is about .10’ per cent. The Nazis
do evil self-righteously;. they. have been trained
-not to look at, end-results, but to act in blind
faith, It-is the job of sacial science to present

man with.a guide to the results of his behaviour, -

‘and to devise methods of making sure that all
men know the contents of -this guide, When this
has been done, scientists will have more justifica-
.tion for complacency, but.if they are to remain
"true to their calling, they miust not exercise their
rights in this respect.

London, N:W.5 = STEPHEN TAYLOR, M.D.

'Poelry in War Time

Rupert Brooke .achieved far greater popularity
than any poet. of today. This was not, however,
due to any - particular poetic merit; Brooke’s

‘talents were, in fact, of the slightest, He achieved

“his unparalleled popularxty, ‘I belleve, simply

because he contrived at an approprtate moment
to falsify the nature of war in a way that the
public found palatable.- He himself is not to be

“blamed for this;- had he lived, he might have

regretted his- five war-sonnets (and had he lived,
he would probably never- have been- so famous)
For. they show a defect of imagination which in
a poet is serious to the point of catastrophe, And
Brooke saw very little of the war itself, and
nothing at all of the long-term horror Wthh
might have filled the gap his 1magmatlon failed
to fill. He wrote in enthusiastic i ignorance; death
in battle appeared lovely; there was no suggestion.
that war might be a tragedy. This was all highly.
consolatory to those whose task -it was to keep .
the home fires burmng He vwas.a poet for:the
thoughtless; and there is no fundamental differ-
ence between his war-poetry and the present{-day
song beginning ‘ There’ll always be an England '. -
The poets who saw what war was really ltke,
who saw it for a long time, and who unflinch-

-ingly described it—Owen and Sassoon, for ex-

A

ample—did not fare so well, either during or after
the war. It is alongside them that I would put
the best war-poets of today: such poef§as Lewis
and Keyes. ‘And though they may not be widely
qQuoted—whatever that is worth (and it may be

‘remembered that Housman is easier to quote

than Mllton)—-thelr success with the general
pubhc is a hopeful sign that people are able to
‘“take’ a little more in the way of honesty. than

“ they used to be., It is -worth while adding that

The literary critic must, concern himself ‘more -

w1th the achievement of- poets than with their”

“renown, and the popularlty or otherwise of the -

poets T wrote about is not my business. It is
always deplorable that poets who are gifted, sin-

* cere and hard-working should be ignored or dis-'
-paraged merely because their work is not always -

easy to grasp; but it.will, I think, be a long
time before one can hope for-a disappearance of
tha't traditional attitude which finds expression
“in' the satirical second paragraph of Mr.

‘Lewis’s Raiders' Dawn sold well, even before

Lewis’s death. But neither of them has had the
freakish success of Rupert Brooke or Julian
Grenfell nor would they have hoped for it.

“Mr. Grlgson is right in assuming that I have -
not read Mr. Auden’s new book, which has not
yet been published over here. No one could look
forward to it with more eagerness than I do: I

) hope it'is as good as Mr. Gr]gson says; if it is,

Richards’ letter: ° If we admit that people, how- -

ever they may respect confemporary poets, do

not quote them, then what Mr. Reed means by

- .poetry and what it means to the homme moyen. -

. esthétique are two entirely different and distinct
" things’. Between the protasis and the apodosis

" of this statement there is no obvious connection; -

it will survive Mr. Grigson’s praise. )
Bletchley HeNrY REED

White Bread

Mr. Fussell joins issue with me ¢ on the question
‘whether wheat, with or without the whole germ,
formed any part. of the diet of the majority
of farm—workers, or éven.many of the small .
farmers’, in 1740. The nearest year for which.

- good figures are available is 1764. In The Bread

of our Forefathers, the classic on the subject, by
Sir William Ashley, it is stated on the evxdence

N

of the Corn 'Tracts that. in this year wheat -

supplied 62 per cent. of the grain of the national
bread supply. . Wheat consumption was dls-
tributed unevenly the percentage figure varying
from 89 in East Anglia and the south—east to

.27 jn Yorkshire and Lancashxre ;
RADIO Docron_’
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Inoeulatlon Agamst Dlphtherm

ruary 1 states that ‘serum is not used in diph-
therla prophylaxis’, I should like to point out
in turn- that THE LISTENER was right and the
doctor. quite .wrong, The fact is that antifoxic
seriim, derived from a horse, is & constituent-
of one of the most widely used diphtheria

" A -correspondent ‘in. THE LISTENER of Feb- .

prophylactics used in this country, namely -

-T.AF. (Toxoid Antitoxin Floccules). ThlS

product is almost mvarlably used for nursing
staffs and for - children ‘over nine years, on
account of its- comparative freedom from réac-
tions, Dr. James Grant, in The Lancet,
January 13, 1945 (page 46), states that in Gates-
head durmg 1943, ¢ children over nine years of

.'age were treated by three 1n1ectlons, each of

1 cem,-T.AF’. As its full .name 1mphes, this -

substance is composed of toxbid, that is toxin
heated 6r otherwise neutralised, and antitoxin,
which is the serum taken from a horse which

has been immunised by i increasing doses of toxin -

or ‘toxoid. These two .are mixed together and
form floccules. According to Evans’ Fournd,

Vol. 4, No. 2 (November, 1938), T.A.F. ¢has

the same dlsadvantage as T.AM. resultmg from
the horse protein in its composition’.
. . M. Bebbow BAYLY, M.R.C.S., LR.C.P.
Camberley

. Gardening Questions

Questton What is meant by certam pear trees .

being * double wolked’ >—(R."Q., Southend) -

Reply s It refers to the method of grafting,

Pears are usually budded or grafted on to the
quince, but some varieties are mcompanble, and
do not make a good upion. So another Variety
of pear is first grafted on the quince, and then

.the desired. variety is in turn grafted on to that: "

Question : We have somé peach and apricot
trees trained against a brick wall. Can. you

recommend a winter wash for cleamng the brick-.
work and- the trees, and preventing. black ﬂy? :

—(Enquu‘er, Silver End)

- Reply : Yes, tar-oil winter wash, one part of -
.the neat liquid‘ in thirteen parts of\water, but

you will have to be'quick and get 1t done before
the buds. begin to swell. -

. Question : In this d:strxct we had trouble- with
our raspberries, as nearly all the ripe raspberries
had a small worm or maggot in them. Spraying
appears to be ineffective: Can you admsq, please ?

—(E. N. B,, Bramhall)

Reply : The only . preventive I. know is to
spray the open flowers with arsenate of lead or
derris 1nsect1c1de, or to-dust the flowers with

derris powder or nicotine dust, to prevent egg

laying er -destroy the young maggot before it

-enters the core. The objection to this is that it

is said to’injuté-bees, but my experience is. that
bees keep away from the sprayed ﬂowers, and
only ‘an odd one here and there, which is actual'y
caught by the spray, gets hurt

C. H. MipbLETON






