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~ Problems on the Road to Peace

A . T

N the summer of 1933 visitors to the United States used to-
get very curious after a day or two to know what was the’

" significarice of ‘a little blue esgle which appesred in the

“r corners of newspapers, on shop windows and on theatre
‘programmes; you would see flags bearing this little_eagle waving
outside public. buildings; you would see it stamped on the caps
of the meh who sold hot dogs at baseball games; you would lean
back in a-barber’s chair.and see its wings outspread on a. sticker
over the mirror. This blue eagle was a symbol of the Roosévelt
Recovery Programme which was meant to banish depression and
unemployment from America, and it was a very patriotic thing
to have around: : : .

If you were given suddenly a pile of newspapers and magazines
printed. in the United States this week,* and ‘you were asked to
pick out the .most typical news.item, you might find your interest
straying to another picture, to a photograph- that I should guess
has beeri printed threddbare by this time. For several days it has

been a Sign of ‘pride and‘wonder to Americans, 4 symbol of the
road to victoiy-in Europe. It is a picture of a low, ugly bridge,

flanked by two fat stone towers. It is (need T say?) the bridge at

Remagen; the cluimsy, old-fashioned, solid bridge that the advanc- -

ing. Americans expected to see blow into- thin air, and for some

miraculous reason. it,was’ not blown ip. If there were any men

from Sai “Francisco .in"General Hodges’ outfit, they must have

By ALISTAI

R COOKE

have heard a lot about the two shining exquisite bridges actoss -

.the bay at San Francisco) must have told them that there has °
"never been 'a more magnificent, American: bridge .than the little -

monster ahead of them that ran four hundred solid yards over
the Rhine and into the Promised Land,~the inner ring . of .Ger-- -
many’s desperate defence. They must have felt like the men in’
The Pilgrim’s Progress: they crossed over and the trumpets
sounded for them on the other side. That note of dumb, exciting

- gratitude echoéd this week in every American home that has a -

boy in Europe, and I know -people who were called: up or-were ‘
asked by early morning shoppers if ‘ your.boy was on the bridge ’.

. In time I suppose. the presence of an ancestor there will become -

a passport to a hundred per cent, Americanism. .

Well, the first.excitement is over, but the Americans. at, home

- have seen enough things happening in the coluriins of newsprint’

that flank that, staringpicture to feel a new uneasiness. Last
summer-and autumn, .victory was just around the corner, . and
victory is- the road back -into: .prosperity, a normal family life.
It meant getting back; . certainly,” to lots of ‘problems, back to.
Atnerican problems:. wages, automobiles, perhaps with magnesium,
wheels, a new industrial future for .the. Pacific ‘Coast, more great
dams to give light and. power to -potentially fertile valleys; there
would be headaches over taxes; and.the Government has given

a ‘a warning that it is after the war that the really whopping threat
been: kidded--mercilessly: Theit' pals (who would, by this time,

' # Broadcast on Maréh 1§ _ e

of.inflation- begins. And there were to be other things. If you
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by what he creates,

"architecture Or
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THE LISTENER undertakes no _-_re'sppnsibilily for the views Iexpres'sed by itéﬂ co_rrcspohdent; - ;

Science and Morality
Mr. J. D. Bernal -calls -Goodness,
God  the -greatest of - human constructions ’.
This amounts 10 saying that the Creator is made
or that a law is invented by
the person who discovers or obeys jt:. e.g. that
\Wren was built by St Paul’s -Cathedral, or that
a schoolboy invents the fact that 37 is a prime
number. If such talk is absurd when applied to
algebra, does it cease to be
absurd when applied to God or morality? :
In the Middle Ages the term science was. COr
rectly applied to ol departments of knowledge,

. including theology and philosophy. It is unfor-

the term is now generally taken to

tunate that <
as Joad rightly

mean physical science which, .

_observes, is concerned with ‘means, not -ends,
. when it becomes applied to human life. Theo-

_¢science ’, if only because they may.

logy, philosophy, and political science are, how-
ever, 'concerned with ends, and as you ably
pointed out in a leader of February 1, scientists,
when they. become social  reformers, have to

assume raoral _ values. The barrenness of any "

science that does not accept motal values is well
exemplified by economics, which long deserved
the name ° gloomy science’ simply because it
accepted such a low standard of human ethics,
e.g. self-interest and greed, as the main motive
in human conduct. L P

It is a hopeful
chology are now

offen dignified by the name

be indirectly

_leading us to rediscover the fundamental laws

of our being, which are in the last resort moral -
" laws, j

e.g. justice, honesty, sclf-restraint an

* kindness, 1f such are accepted we need not fear

~ was a schoolmaster.

to continue our quest

for. truth
. Market Drayton -

in any science.
1. V. HUGHES

Shakespeare’ in Schools
Mr. Garrett’s talk i your ‘issue
stirred in me a
know from experience how much drama’can
do in a school to open the gateways to poetry
and music for quite young boys and how keenly
they feel the privilege of being ‘allowed to help
in creating a work of art, ' . L
I still feel proud of two achievements when 1
First that' I persuaded
Walter de la Mare to write for us his exquisite
fairy play ¢ Crossings >, and -secondly that 1
managed to get the headmaster. 10 “sacrifice’
every hour of senior- English for a term and a’
half to its preparation. Of the actual perform-
ance I have no space to. speak. It was profoundly-

of March‘ 15

- moving. Rather, I would emphasise four points:

% Crossings ”

1) Forpbodings as to the unwillingness of boys
to play ggtls' parts pro_'yed quite baseless. (2) The
community . sense which the play -created was

" astonishing, We never needed a prompter, since:

every actor in the large cast knew everyone else’s
part as intimately as his own. (3) The subsequent
reaction was astonishing. During an “on duty’
period just after the performance, when the
school was ‘ up paths »__4.¢. was reading and re-
laxing in our large shady garden—I found in,my
wanderings no less .than three. ‘senior boys, - of
thirteen and upwards, each hidden away alone
and obviously tear-stained. On enquiry as to the
trouble I got the same answer in each case:

is finished and over and I just.
can’t bear it’. (4) 1 entirely agree with Mr. Gar-
rett that drama ' for- boys and girls should be
poetry. True, Mr. de ia Mare’s play, except for

’

Beauty and -

- ‘pital. We,

sign . that sociology and psy=

deep current of assent. 1, too, .
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technically prose.
it is pure poetry throughout and .as such ‘the
boys received and digested it. Whenever 1 have
since met any of the Tast, they not only have
referred. to * Crossings *, but - have. one and
stated unreservedly that it dlone first- unlocked :
poetry’s door for sthem and made thém thence~
forth free of its ‘enchanted garden. T .
Windermere . -ARMSTRONG GIBBS’

isolated lyrics, is

Life in a Children’s Hospital -
Mz, : Shrimpton gave, in his letter, an
description of life in his own particular hos-
in our turn, gave some details of life
ip  hospital as we have found:it.. The two
. descriptions ' represent two sides of  the same
picture, one as scen by the staff and the other-
as scen by the patierits.-And we are sure that the
patients . in most hospitals will agree that our
views are substantially correct. 1t'is a recognised
. fact -that before: a visit by a doctor or matron
there is a swift transformation of the ward into
a spotless, happy home for
Naturally, the impression of 'the ward gained
, by the visitor is different from that of those
who are confined there. Perhaps forty. years on
the staff has never givéen Mr. Shrimpton' a true
piéture of hospital life as it really is. -

We are astonished .to_learn that we are in-'

¢ the matron and admini--
strative §isters._In most hospitals the matron
and her enfourage have entirely -different meals
from those of the patients. Perhaps if they had
to’ consume food- of the quality now reserved '
for the patients there -would be some striking
",changres in hospital fe:e'ding.‘ o :

débted for our food to

Germans Under Allied Rule

_Your “correspondent’s -account,. in ¢ Germans

Under- Allied Rule’ (March 15),

man boy. shot a_Canadian soldier after asking

for chocolate, brings, I think, two questions to

a British mind, because we try to be fair..
Firstly, had we perhaps in’ the course of

operations done anything terrible to the boy’s - -

family? Was it personal revenge? Very probably-
it- was not; for, secondly, if we had been in-
vaded by Germans, would not several of the

boys in my village have done the same? I like

them, but 1 fear that even-in theéir present-
victorious mood-some of them feel that anything
is fair towards a ]
atrocity stories, films and the talk of some adults.

. Do we not all rieed re-educating?
Midhurst ‘B. A. S. BRUNSKILL ~
N (late regular Iridian Army)

Poetry in War Time

1 have nothing -to add to
a few. words of protest at the atterripts of Mr.
Richards and Mr. Bliss to credit other people
with as great a talent in the non sequitur as
their own, 1 did not suggest that:good poets had
lacked appreciation in “the - past. (nor do they
now)., What 1 did. suggest was that there has
_always beén a.vociferous sub-current of criticism:
.which hates the contemporary; and that that
tradition is mairtained by Mr, Richards; Major
_ Hunter and Mr. Bliss. And I shoyld be the last
to suggest that such yoices influence public
appraisal_very’mucb,' even in their own time.

But in essence

all -

An 1646, Frangois

contented, children. -

_meaning ‘bad’, ‘lousy ’
“THREE PATIENTS -

of how a Ger-

“and"left till. thoroughly rotten,

German. This is the result of .’

this discussiori €Xcept .

e
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But if they ask questions, one .must attempt 10
answer . them,” even if they will. not—dare X
quote?— stay for an gnswer’. .- 2
- Bletchley . -~ HERRY REED -,
The passion for obscurity, which prevents st
much modern verse from being poetry, is'a per-
ennial problem, and the criticism-of it curren’
today may be matched from ‘the distant. past
Maynard, a French poet, pub

lished an epigram addressed to a contempotar!

P - , writer, which may be Englished as follows: |
idyllic - C

The sense of what you write
" Lies locked behind-close bars:
Your lapguage is-a-night -
Lacking .the moon and stars.
My friend, your garden weed.
: Of this dark mystic strain:
* Your works at present need
A god to make them plain.
If you wish to conceal *
The beauties of your mind,
How odd ‘you do ot feel
~ Silence to ‘be more kind!

Could a wiser admonition be addressed to !
authors of -some of the verse we- afe expech
-to understand in Horizon, New Writing, etc.?

Liverpool - ALLAN M. LAING

gt T <

In last week’s issue of the LiSTENER, Mr. Iy
Brown- refers t0 2 colloquial Arabic word 2
etc. I fancy this my
be a popular corruption of the Persian 2is
‘meaning ‘ ugly’, ‘ nasty » Qwing to solidarity
the Moslem world, a certain number of Pers
words . have begcome naturalised in - Aral
Another example is charkh for ¢ wheel’, 1
wheel was unknown in-Beduin circles.
Newecastle-upon-Tyne CypriaN RIC

... .

- Gardening Questions

Question: 1 cannot sweep up leaves on
land without including pine needles. If &
-decay for oné o two years and are then dug
‘will they do.any harm?—H. E., Medstead)

Reply: Pine needles are not good, but if st
quiantities were included in the compost h
1.do not tl
they would do"any harm. 1 wouldn’t hesitat
use them in that way, but I should not inc
any more than I was ‘obliged to. | :

Question: We are greatly troubled
leatheriackets in our garden. How can we
rid of them?—(L. E. J:, Bangor)

Reply: Mix one part Paris Green with tw
parts of ‘bran, shake it up well in.a tin with
enough-water or dilyted treacle to help the !
Green to stick to the bran, but not enoug
make it ‘wet. Then sprinkle very smajl quan
over the ground on a dry evening, where
_leatherjackets ate active. Very little is requ
ini strong doses it would act as'a weedkiller.

Quqstion:-Can you tell me the correct
-of the white arum lily? In South Africa we
several- names for it, including arum lily
lily, and vark ore, which méans- pigs e
(B.-M. S., Graham’s Town, S.A) -~ -~
" Reply: The bofanical name is Richardia.
.cana, but arum lily is the populat- name wht
these flowers are grown. - - e

- C. H. M1DDLE]



cience aud Morality

ir, ] D. Bernal calls -Goodness, Beauty and'-

jod ‘the greatest ofhuman’ constructions’.
“his amounts to saying that the Creator is made

y what he creates, or that a law is invented by’

1e person who dlscovers or obeys jt: e.g. that
Uren was built by St: Paul’s Cathedral, or that
schoolboy invents the fast that 37 is a prime
umber. If such talk is absurd when applied to
cchitecture or algebra, does it cease to be
bsurd when applied to God or morahty? ‘
In the Middle Ages the term science was. cor-
sctly applied to @l departments of knowledge,
1cluding theology and philosophy. It is unfor-
nate that the term is now generally taken to
veani physical science which,.as Joad rightly
bserves, is concerned with ‘means, not .ends,
then' it becomes applied to human life, Theo-
gy, philosophy,-and political science are, ‘how-
ver, concerned with ends, and as you ably
ointed out in a leader of February 1, scientists,
/hen they. become - social .reformers, have to

ssume rnoral values, The barrenness of .any’

cience that does not accept motal values is well
xemphﬁed by economlcs, whxch long deserved
ne name °‘gloomy science’ simply because it
ccepted such a low.standard of human ethlcs,
.g. self-interest and greed as the main motive
1 human conduct.

It is a hopeful sign that soc1ology and psy-"

hology Jare now often dignified by the name
science ’, if only because they may. be indirectly
;ading us to rediscover the fundamental laws

f our being, which are in the last resort moral -

aws, e.g. justice, honesty, self-restraint and

indness. If such are accepted we need not fear

o continue our quest for.truth in any science.
Market Drayton - : 1. V. HuGHES

Shakespeare’ in Schools

vir. Garrett’s talk. in your “issue of March 15
tirred in me a deep current of assent. 1, too,
mow from experience how much drama"can
lo in a school to open the gateways to poetry
nd music for quite young boys and how keenly
hey feel the privilege of being allowed to help
n creating a work of art.

I still feel proud of two achievements when 1
vas a schoolmaster. First that I persuaded
Yalter de 1a Mare to write for us his exquisite
aity play ‘ Crossinigs’, and -secondly that 1
nanaged to get the headmaster to ‘sacrifice’

wery hour of senior- English for a term and &

alf to its preparation. Of the actual perform-
nce I have no space to.speak. It was profoundly-
noving. Rather, I would emphasise four points:
(1) Forebodmgs as to the unw111mgness of boys
o play girls’ parts proved quite baseless. (2) The
:ommunity . sense which the play ‘created was
istonishing. We never needed a prompter, since-
wery actor in the large cast knew everyone else’s
»art as intimately as his own, (3) The subsequent
eaction ‘was astonishing, During an “ on duty’
seriod just after the performance, when the
«chool was ‘ up paths ’—i.e. was reading and re-
axing in our-large shady garden—I found in,my
vanderings no less .than three. senior boys, of-
hirteen and upwards, each hidden away alone
ind obviously tear-stained. On enquiry as to the
rouble I got the same answer in each case:
“ Crossings is finished and over’and I just.
:an’t bear it’. (4) I entirely agree with Mr. Gar-
ett that drama for boys and girls should be
soetry. True, Mt, de la Mare’s play, except for

g .

_Life in a Children’s Hospital )
" Mr. . Shrimpton gave, in his letter, an 1dylhc -

“changes in hospital feeding. -
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- THE LISTENER undertakes. no _-‘responsibility,_for the views ‘expres‘sed by itsuco'rr_espondent_-si

isolated lyrics; is technically prose. But in essence

it is pure poetry throughout and.as such the
boys received and digested it, Whenever 1 have
since met any .of the tast, they not only have’
referred. to ‘Crossmgs , but have. one and. all,
stated unreservedly ‘that it alone first- unlocked -
poetry’s door for them and made them thence-
forth free of its:enchanted garden. .
Windermere . ~ARMSTRONG Gmns

description of life in his own particular hos-

’ pnal We, .in our turn, gave some details of ‘life

in - hospital as we have found:it.. The two

-descnpnons represent two  sides of. the same

picture, one as scen by the staff and the other
as, seen by the. patients.-And we are sure that the
panents in most hospitals will agree that our
views are substantially correct, It is a recognised

. fact that before:a visit by a doctor or matron

there is a swift transformation of the ward into
a spotless, happy home for contented, children. -
Naturally, the impression of the ward gained
by the visitor is different from that of those
who are confined there. Perhaps forty years on
the staff has never given Mr. Shrimpton’ a true
piéture of hospital life as it really is. «-

We are astonished .to learn that we are in-
debted for our food to the matron and admini-.
strative sisters.. In most hospitals the matron
and her entourage havé entirely different meals
from those of the patients. Perbaps if they had
to' consume food- of the quality now reserved
for the patients thefe-would be some striking

THREE PATIENTS -
Germans Under Allied Rule

ur “correspondent’s- account, in ermans
Your “correspondent’s- account, in ‘G

"Under- Allied Rule’ (March 15), of how a Ger- .
man boy shot a Canadian soldier after asking -

for chocolate, brings, I think, two questions to
a British mind, because we try to be fair..
Fxrstly, had we perhaps in- the course " of

operations done dnything terrible to the boy’s-

famlly? Was it personal revenge? Very. probablyf
it-was not; for, secondly, if we had been in-
vaded by Germans, would not several of the
boys in my village have done the same? I like

them, but I fear that even-in théir present.

victorious mood some of them feel that anything

is fair towards a German, This is the result of .

atrocity stories, films and the talk of some adults.
Do we not dll riced re—educatmg?

Midhurst - B. A S, BRUNSKJLL -

: (late regulat Inidjan Army)

,Poe'_try in War Time

I have nothing to add to this discussion except
a few. words of protest at the attemipts of Mr.

‘Rxchards and Mr. Bliss to credit other people

with as great a talent in the 7non sequitur as
their own. I did not suggest that'good poets had
Jacked appreciation in ' the past. (nor do they
now). What I did suggest was that there has

-always been a.vociferous sub-current of criticism
-which hates the contemporary; and that that

tradition is mairtained by Mr, Richards; Major

. Hunter and Mr, Bliss. And I should be the last

to suggest that such y01ces mfluence pubhc
appralsal very ‘'much, even in thelr own txme.

.meaning ‘ bad’,

1945
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But if they ask questions, one must attempt-to
answer _them, even if they will. not—dare- I
quote?— stay for an gnswer ’.

- Bletchley . -

“The passion for obscurity, which prevents so

much modern verse from being poetry, is'a per-
ennial problem, and the criticism-of .it current
today may be matched from the distant past.

“In 1646, Frangois Maynard, a French poét, pub-
. lishéd an epigram addressed to a contemporary,
-. writer, which may ‘be Englished as follows. .

The sense of what you write
Lies locked behind-close bars:
Your language is'a-night .
Lacking .the moon and stars.
My friend, your garden weed.
+ __Of this dark mystic strain:
“Your works at presént need o
A god to make them plain..
'If you wish to conceal :
The beauties of your mind, - -
- How odd ‘you do not feel i
Silence to be more kind!
Could a_wiser adinonition be addressed to the
authors of -some of the verse we aire expected

-to understand in Horizon, New Writing, étc.?

Liverpool ArLan M. Laing

Zife A S

In last week’s issue of the LISTENER, Mr, Iyor
Brown- refers to a colloquial Arabic word zift,
‘lousy’, etc. I fancy this must.
be a popular corrupnon of the Persian zisht,

‘meaning ‘ugly’, ‘ nasty ’. Owing to solidarity in

the Moslem world, a cer_tain number of Persian
words.. have become * naturalised in- Arabic.
Another example is charkh for ‘ wheel’. The
wheel was unknown in-Beduin circles, ’
Newecastle-upon-Tyne CYPRIAN RICE

Gardenmg Questlons

Questum I cannot sweep up leaves on my’
land without including pine needles. If these

decay for-oné or two years and are then dug in, -

will they do any harm?—(H. E., Medstead) -
Reply Pine needles are not good but if small
quantities were included in ‘the compost heap,
‘and"left tll thoroughly rotten, I do not think
they would do’any harm. I wouldn’t hesitate to
use them' in that way, but I should rot mclude

“any more than I was obliged to:

Question: We are gréatly troubled with
Ttd of them?—(L. E. ]:, Bangor)

Reply: Mix one part Pans Green with twenty
parts of ‘bran, shake it up well in a tin with just.
enough- water or dilyted .treacle to.help the Paris,
Green to stick to the bran, but not enough to
make it wet. Then sprinkle very small quantmes
over ‘the ground on a dry eyenmg, wheré " the

,,leatherjackets are active. Very little is required;

in strong doses it would act as a weedkiller.
Questwn ‘Can vyou tell me the corréct narie

of the white arum lily? In South: Africa we have

several- names ‘for it, including arum lzly, pig

lily, and vark ore, which means- ngs ears—;‘ .

(B.-M. S., Graham’s Town, S.A.}. -
Reply: *The bofanical name is Rlchardla Alri-

HENRY REED -

leatherjackets in otr garden. How can we get S

cana, but aruri lily is the popular 1 name wherever |

these flowers are grown.
C. H MipbLETON
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icience and Morality

Ar. J. D. Bernal .calls Goodness, Beauty and .

jod ‘the greatest of* human constructions ’.
“his amounts to saying that the Creator is made
«y what he creates, or that a law is invented by
he person who discovers or obeys jt: e.g. that
Yren was built by St: Paul’s Cathedral, or that
schoolboy invents the fact that 37 is a prime
umber. If such talk is absurd when applied to
rchitecture or algebra, does it cease to be
bsurd when applied to God or morality? - .
In the Middle Ages the term science was cor:
ectly applied to all departments of knowledge,
acluding theology and philosophy. It is unfor-
unate that the term is now generally taken to
veari physical science which,.as Joad rightly
bserves, is concerned with means, not ends,
shen-it becomes applied to human life, Theo-
ogy, philosophy, and political sciénce are, how-
ver, ‘concerned with ends, and as you ably
sointed out in a leader of February 1, scientists,
shen they. become social reformers, have to
ssume mmoral values. The barrenness of .any’
cience that does not accept motal values is well
xemplified by econotnics, which long deserved
he name ‘gloomy science’ simply because it
ccepted such a low.standard of human ethics,
.g. self-interest and greed, as the main motive
n human conduct. : ’ .

It is a hopeful sign, that sociology and psy--

hology are now ofién dignified by the name
science ’, if only because they may. be indirectly
sading us to rediscover the fundamental laws
if our being, which are in the last resort moral
aws, e.g. justice, honesty, self-restraint and
sindness. If such are accepted we need not fear
o continue our quest for.truth in any science.

Market Drayton - : I. V. HUGHES

Shakespeare in Schools

Mr, Garrett’s talk. in your ‘issue of March‘ 15

itirred in me a deep current of assent. I, too, .

mow from experience how much drama’can
fo in a school to open the gateways to poetry
ind music for quite young boys and how keenly
hey feel the privilege of being dllowed to help
n creating a work of art. E 0
I still feel proud of two achievements when I
vas a schoolmaster. First that I persuaded
Walter de la Mare to write for us his exquisite
airy play ¢Crossings’, and .secondly that I
nanaged to get the headmaster to ‘sacrifice’
wery hour of senior- English for a texrm and a’
wlf to its preparation. Of the actual perform-
ince I have no space to. speak. It was profoundiy-
noving. Rather. I would emphasise four points:
" (1) Forebodings as to the unwillingness of boys
0 play girls’ parts proved quite baseless. (2) The'
:ommunity . sense which the play ‘created’ was
istonishing. We never needed a prompter, since-
wery actor in the large cast knew everyone else’s
yart as intimately as his own. (3) The subsequent
«eaction was astonishing. During an * on duty’
seriod just after the performance, when the
«chool was ¢ up paths ’~—i.e. was reading and re-
axing in our Jarge shady garden—I found in,my
vandetings no less .than three. 'senior boys, of"
hirteen and upwards, each hidden away alone
wnd obviously tear-stained. On enquiry as to the
rouble I got the same answer in .each case:
“Crossings ” is finished and over  and I just.
an’t bear it . (4) I entirely agree with Mr. Gar-
ett that drama 'for’ boys and girls should be
Soetry. True, Mr. de la. Mare’s play, except for

-, . -
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isolated lyrics, is technically ‘prose. But in essence

it is pure poetry throughout and as such ‘the
boys received.and digested it. Whenever T have

since met any of the vcast, they not only have
referred. to * Crossings’, but have. one and all, .
stated unreservedly that it alone first- unlocked

péetry’s door for them and made thém thence-
forth free of its.enchanted garden. :

Windermere C. -ARMSTRONG GIBBS'

Life in a Children’s Hospital = . -,
"Mr. : Shrimpton _gave, in ‘his letter, an idyllic
description of life in his own particular hos-

- ‘pital. We, in our turn, gave ‘some details of life

in “hospital as we have found: it.. The two
. descriptions - represent two sides of. the same
picture, one as seen by the staff and the other
as seen by the patierits.-And we are sure that the

patients in most hospitals will ‘agree that our

views are substantially correct. It'is a recognised =~

. fact -that before: a visit by a doctor or matron
there is a swift transformation of the ward into

a spotless, -happy home for contented, children, -

Naturally, the impression of the ward gained

. by the 'visitor is different from that of those

who are confined there. Perhaps forty years on
the staff has never given Mr. Shrimpton’ a true
picture of hospital life as it really is. .-

We are astonished to learn that we are in--
debted for our food to the matron and admini-.

strative sisters.. In most hospitals the matron
and her entourage have entirely different meals
from those of the patients. Perhaps if they had

to consume food- of the quality now reserved’

for the patients there would be some. striking
changes in hospital feeding. ~ - . .
- B THREE PATIENTS -

Germans Under Allied Bhlé

Your “correspondent’s - account, in *Germans
Under- Allied Rule’ (March 15), of how a Ger-

man boy. shot a Canadian soldier after asking |

for chocolate, brings, I think, two questions to
a British mind, because we try to be fair..
Firstly, had we perhaps in- the course:of

operations done anything ferrible to the boy’s -
family? Was it personal revenge? Very. probably-

it-was not; for, secondly, if we had been in-
vaded by Germans, would not several of the
boys in my village have done the same? I like

them, but I fear that even-in their present’

victorious mood some of them feel that anything

is fair towards a German. This is the result of .

atrocity stories, films and the talk of some adults.
Do we not all rieed re-educating?
Midhurst B. A. S. BRUNSKILL ~

Poetry in War Time

1 have nothing -to add to this discussion €xcept
a few words of protest at the attemipts of Mr.
Richards and Mr. Bliss to credit other people
with as great a talent in the non sequitur as
their own. I did not suiggest that:good poets had
lacked .appreciation in "the past. (nor do they
now). What I did suggest was that there has
.always been a.vociferous sub-current of criticism:
.which hates the contemporary; and that that
tradition ‘is maintained by Mr, Richards; Major
Hunter and Mr. Bliss. And I should: be the last
to suggest that such yoices influence - public
appraisal véry much; even in their own time.

-, writer,

izt S

(late regular Indian Army)
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But if they ask questions, one must attempt. 0
answer , them,” even if they will. not—dare :J
quote?—" stay for an gnswer .
- Bletchley -

The passion - for obscurity, which prevents so
much modern verse from being poetry, is'a per-
ennial problem, and the criticism-of it current
today may be matched from the " distant. past.

HekrY REED

In 1646, Francois Maynard, a French poet, pub-

lishéd an epigram addressed to a contemporary,
which may be Englished as follows:
The sense of what you write ’
Lies locked behind-close bars:
Your language is-a night .
. Lacking .the moon and stars,

My friend, your garden weed.

. Of this dark mystic strain:
‘ Your works at presént need

A god to make them plain..

“If you wish to conceal .t
The beauties of your mind, - .-

How odd you do not feel

‘ Silence to be more kind!

Could a_wiser adinonition be addressed to the
authors ofi-some of the verse we are expected
to understand in Horizon, New Writing, etc.?

Liverpool . ALLaN M., LaiNG

-~ .
Tri last week's issue of the LISTENER, Mr. Ivor
Brown- refers to a colloquial Arabic word zift,

_meaning ‘bad’, ‘lousy’, etc. I fancy this must-

be a popular corruption of the Persian zisht,

‘meaning ¢ ugly ’, * nasty’. Owing to solidarity in
the Moslemn world, a certain number of Persian
words . have bécome: naturalised in- Arabic.
Another example is charkh for ‘wheel’. The
wheel was unknown in Beduin circles. : ’
_ Newcastle-upon-Tyne CyPRIAN RICE.

“

Gardening Questions

Questionﬁ 1 cannot sweep up leaves on my -

land without including pine needles.” If these

"decay for oné or two years and are then dug in,

will they do .any harm?—(t1, E., ‘Medstead) - .
Reply: Pine needles are not good, but if small

guantities were included in the ‘comp_ost.h‘eap,
“and"left till. thoroughly rotten, I do mot think

they would do any harm. I wouldn’t hesitate to
use them in that way, but I should not include

“any more than I was ‘obliged to.

Question: We are greatly troubled with
leatherjackets in-our garden. How can we get
rid of them?—(L. E. J:, Bangor) - - B

Reply: Mix one part Paris Green with twenty
parts of bran, shake it up well in a tin with just.
enough- water of dilyted .treacle to help the Paris;_
Green to stick to the bran, but not enough to

_make it wet. Then sprinkle very smiall quantities

over ‘the ground on a dry eyening, where the

léatherjackets are active. -Very fittle is required;

in strong doses it would act as'a weedkiller.
Question: Can you tell me the corréct name

of the white arum lily? In South Africa we have .~

several~ names “for it, including arum lily,-pig

lily, and vark ore, which méans- pigs’ ears— .

(B.-M. 8., Graham’s Town, S.A.). -- .
Reply: The bofanical name is ‘Richardia. Afri-

cana, but-arur lily is the popular name wherever .

these flowers are grown,

C. 1 MIDOLETON




