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THE

-Monday, when Lord Mountbatten meets
ndian leaders, they will be faced with a final
¢ between unity and partition.  Qur decision
nd over power was taken a vear ago. So far
' weakening in this = determination, - the

ency. is now .to end our responsibilities, if

ssxblc, before June, 1948 for delay can only
avate the hloody. chaos in- Northern India.
e mote turbulent districts no taxes can be
Wliccted and no business carried on. Pandit
u, when the question is put to him, will
ce moré affirm his readiness to operate- the
net Mission’s compromise, But Mr. Jinnah’s
ic declarations are more unyielding than ever,
id as time goes on Le raises his terms. He has
W adopted the fantastic claim of his extremists
corridor linking the Western and Eastern
ns of Pakistan, across 800 -miles of Hindu
Hitory.
What the Viceroy is expected to offer, if the hope
Federal Indian Union must be abandoned,
3 procedure that will enable the Muslim
jority provinces, in whole or in part, to declare
r against their inclusion in a sovereign, inde-
lent - Pakistan.  The chief difficulty is t©
e a method by which, if the Muslims are
y bent on sepamtxon at any cost, the Sikhs
de.dub ‘of the Bastern Panjab and the Hindus
estern Bengal may declare: for .the sub-
ion “of “these “provincey and the inciusion - of
i districts in' Hindustan. - The =~ Frontier
vince will also have to be consulted and a part
ssam. To our thinking the method of con-
ation: by referendum  proposed. is likely to
voke furious violence. - We- should have
ught that the vote taken hardly more than 2
ago in the provincial elections gave data
Ghoh foria- decision.
he next stage, when the perilous business of
“lg the frontiers of Pakistan is settled, will be
Umesting of the Constituent As»embly which
l determine its future status.  Mr. Suhrawardy,
lever, mercurial Muslim Premier of Bengal,
hinted that this province may decide to
Wme a Dominion My, Jinnah, though he is
12 cautious in his public statements, probably

- M. Ramadier and the

CHOICE BEFORE

has the same design for the Muslim North-West,
Meanwhile, the centrifugal tendency which he
has fostered has affected the more reactionary
of the princes, and several of them have declared
that their States will maintain their independence
and separate themselves from the rest of India.
Among them: are Hyderabad, Kashmir, Travan-~
core, Indore and Bhopal. - Some of these princes
also ask for some special relation with the British
Commonwealth and hint at their readiness to
offer it strategic bases on their territory.

This is a complication which calls for a prompt
and clear decision on out part. Qur future
relations  with ‘the rest of India would be dan-
gerously prejudiced if Pakistan were to secure our
support by becoming aDominion, while Hindustan
stood outside: the - Commonwealth as "an inde-
pendent Republic. It is equally obvious that'we
ought not -to back reactionary princes with
British “bayonets, If we were to do- either of
these things we should be involved as partisans
on the reactionary side in- the internal quarrels
of the Indian communities. Quitting India must
mean the evacuation of the whole sub-Continent
Once that is-clear, it may be possible to promote
the creation’ of aloose confederation between
Pakistan and Hindustan. What is essential to
peace is that they should retain the present Indian
Army intact, as their common defence force. If
it were 10 be broken up, as Mr, Jinnah insists,
civil ‘war would soon be a grim possibility.
These, however, are questions which Indians
must settle for themselves, We cannot allow our
flag or our troops to be drawn into their future
vivalries:

Workers

During the four weeks in which M. Ramadiet
and his colleagues have been seeking to govern
France without the collaboration of the Com-
munists and the C.G.T., the French Government
has run into. serious trouble. Industrial unzest,
to which: the Renault strike was a pr'elude, has

eer: growing steadily. There have already been
sporadic token strikes in the docks; the flour mills
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and, this week, in the gas and electricity industries;

whxch will almost certainly y be followed by simnilar’ &

stoppages in other trades.” The workers are in a
militant mood. For more than a year they have
reluctantly abstained from pressing their wage
demands. - As long as the Communists remained
in the. Govexnment there was a hope of winning
higher rates: of pay by other than strike methods.
But the Communists have now been driven out,
and the present Government—in wmch for the
first time. since. the liberation, the Left is in a
minority—has come. out strongly - against the
revision of wage scales which was at one time
promised for this June. M. Ramadier has now
asked the workers to wait until December.  He
has wused emergency  powers to- requisition the
lighting utilities and has taken authority either to
mobxhse striking workers or to impose heavy
penalties upon them if they stay on strike.

The Government- clearly believes that any
concession to -the wage demands will open the
floodgates, of ‘inflation, but its. arguments ate
unlikely to impress workers whose wages are guite
inadequate to meet the cost of living. = They com-~
plain that they were granied only a Io per cent
advance last year, though they had increased
production by over 30. per cent. ‘The mote
firmly -the Government refuses. to make con-
cessions, the more it will drift into open conflict
with the organised workers,  The Communists
and the C.G.T. do not desire to encourage
an industrial crisis or to create -an 1ncpaxaole~
split- between themselves and the parties: com-
posing the Government ; nor do they regard it
as necessary in view of the readiness of some
employers -to make wage concessions. The
Comuinunists are well aware. of the necessity of
uninteryupted production o French economic
recovery, but have nevertheless had to endorse
the workers demands in order to imapose some sott
of - control upon strike outbreaks and upon
les gréves: perlées, or ca’ canny, 10 which workers
in some industries are now resorting.

Can M. Ramadiet’s Government last until the
Socialist conference in July ? Events may take
strange turns in the next few months. France is
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BOOKS IN GENE.RAL

To discover and to read, in the midst of a
batch of contemporary novels, Herman Melville’s
fast—and - hitherto all but improcurable—story,
Billy Budd, Foretoprian,* is to find oneself faced
ith a dazzlug revelation of how many virtues
modem fiction has lost or discarded. Billy Budd
is, in the first place, a good stoty, 2 “ plain tale,”
oI $O it appears ; it'is well wiitten, and the un-
certainties of its manuscript text do not greatly
matter ;- it has a hero and a villain who are
caxeﬁ.hy designed to. dramatise the extremes of
goodness' and ‘badness. And more striking than
anytnmg else to the reader of to- day ave its dis~
cursive comuments on character, the generalisa-
tons about psychology evoked by the develop-
ment of the story itself. Cne cannot doubt that
in modern novelists the capacity for moral com-
mentary still exists; but it is a capacity they
-more and more tend to suppress. When Melville
‘blesses one of " his  characters with
depravity,” it seems to him perfectly reasonable
to enlarge on the implications of this :

Not many are the examples -of this depravity
which the gallows and jail supply. At any rate,
for-notable instances—since these have no vulgar
alloy of the brute in them, but invariably are
dominated by intellectuality—one must go else-
wheze,
's01t, is auspicious to it. It folds itself in the mantle
of respectabxuty It has its certain negative virtues
serving as silent auxiliazies, It is not gomgv too far
to'say that it is without vices or small sins.™ Thereis
a phenomenal pride in it that excludes them from
anyt’ung . mercenary or avaricious. In short,
the dep*avn v here meant partakes nothing of the
sordid or sensual. It is serious but free from
acerbity. Though no flatterer of mankind, it pever
speaks ill of jt.

But the thing which in eminent instances
sxgnahses so exceptional a nature.is this: though
the man’s even temper and discreet bearirg would
dedmm to intimate a mind pecuharly sub)ect to the
law of reason, not the léss in his soul’s recesses he
would seem 10 :iot in comiplete exemption from
that law, having apparertly little to do with reason
urther than to ernplcy it as an ambidexter imple-
ment for effecting the irrational. That is to say:
toward the accomplishment of an aim which .in
wantonness of malignity would seem to partake of
. the insane, he will direct a cool judgment sagacious
.and sound.

These men are true madmen, and of the most
dangerous sort, for their lunacy is not continuous,
but occasional; evoked by some specidl object;
it is 'secretive and self-contained, so that when most
active it is to the average mind not distinguished
from sanity, and for the reason above suggested
that whatever its 2im may be, and the aim is never
msclosea, tlre method and the outs vard pxoceedmg
is always perfectly rational. :

Now something such was Claggaxt ..

At first Billy” Budd seems a carious book to
ink of Melville wiiting 3 but much criticism
s prépared one for its late- -Shakespearean calmi,
n the crowding tumult of Moby Dick and the
eugotic fervour ot Prerre, Melville seems 1o hive
utned himself out; of,if the fife remained, it
vas damped down by popular neglect or censure
r mcompxehensxon In the Oxford History of
he United Statds, Profesiér Morison of Harvard
dys that “not untl 1851 did a distinctive
Amencan litérature, original both in form and
ontent, emerge With Moby Dick®; and it is
ately thdt 4 litérary landmark is’detected until
as beén left a good way behind.~ Wretched and
emlexed Melvnle stmgOIed on, as we know,
Nith a few other novels and short sLoz‘es, and then
metly abandoned prose writing:? Almost forty
Cars after- Moby Dick, and thh.m 2 year or so of
death, he prodx-ced Biliy Budd.
n-style and mood n: is- as far from AMoby
k-as it could be. . Im the earler book one
rembers, ‘side by side ‘with its exact realism,
rhapsody also, and its fine, rhetorical,
probable conversations. There is neither
heton\. nor- rhapsody in Billy Budd. And in
chy Dick Melville is continually forcing you to
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Billy Budd, By HERMAN MELVILIE. Int
Y William Plomer. - Lefmann, 5.

troduction

“ natural

Civilisation, especially if of the austerer .

leok, beyorid the-lives of hi¢ characters, at Life
itself, For Melyille, as for Ahab, -the battered
Peazcod is an amb1guous vessel: its mixed crew

are “an Anacharsis Clootz députation from all

‘the isles of the sea, and ail the ends of the earth,

accompanying Old ‘Ahab in the Pequod 10 lay the

world’s gnevanc#s before that bar from which rot .

very many of them ever come back.” Iris «
audacious, irpmitigable and supeznatuzal S evence
that” Ahab in te-lds in his pursuit of the wlu:e
whale,

v e AlL thd.t most maddens and torments ; all
that stizs up the lees of things; all tuth with
malice in it all that cracks the sinews and. cakes
the brain; all the subtle demonisms of life and
thought ; - all "evil, to. crazy. Ahab, were visibly
personified, and made practically assailable in
Moby Dick. He piled upon the whale’s white
hump- the sum of all the general rage and hate felt
by his wholé race from Adam dowa.

To Ahab “all visible objects aré but as paste-
board masks.” - And he infecis the crew with his
unemrhly feeling fof Moby, Dick in a vvay that
Ishmael, the story-tel‘et, ‘hesitates - to " define :
.. What the thte Whalé was to. them, or how 1o
their. unconscious undezstandmgs, also, in some
dim; unsuspected ways he might have seemed the
gréat gliding demon of the seas of life—ail this to
explain would be to dive deenez than Ishmael can
g0,
But be does at once go deeper ; and the chapter
on whiteness is pethaps the © deepest thing. in
the book. It is'a chapter about the, beauty and
the terror of whxte objécts, animate and inanimate :
“ and of all these things the Albine whale was the
symbol.: Wender ve, then, at the fiexy hunt ?
‘By.these, and by many other touches, Melwlle
accretes to his realisric story an imprecise and
terzible other story. - The actual ‘whale is not, he
assures us, an allegorical creature he has' made
up himself, - The whale itself is real enough; it
is in the nature of Melville to see an.object or
creature accurately before the object takes on an
ambiguous cast, - He sees the whales’ nuisery,
placid in the midst of tumult, before he seés
what the whales® nursery cani mean o him: .

Ard thus, though swréunded by circle upon
cm;le of consternation - and - -affrights, did these
inscrutsble creatuzes ' at the centre freely ‘and
fearlessly mdulge iri-.all ‘peaceful €oncernments ;
yea, serenely revelled in” dalliance and ~delight,
But even 'so, amid thé tornadoed Adantic of my

being, do I myself still for ever-centrally disportin
and while ponderous planets of un- -

mute calm ;
waning woe ! revolve found e, deep down-and deep

inland there I still bathe me in eternal mildness of

joy.
Object: first ; * simile. some “distance. after, Mel~
ville’s mind i6 free from the allegoncal impulse

which takes ‘a -spiritual theme and jmpresses’

objects " into. the illumination ;of -it. . This
distinction  between ahegoxy and  symbolism
must not be forootten, sifice it is always there.
In symbolism the real object is seen ﬁzst, from
it, to.adopt a phrase of Mr, T. S, Ehot,a purpose
breaks.” This happens continually in Melville ;
and it is worth recalling that his great creative
pesiod coincided with that of Poe, to whom the
French symbolist poets were always .confessing
their debt.

From Billy Budd also, when the tale is com-
plefc a purpose breaks ;- a simple one, emerging
with deﬂﬂvﬂve quictness, In this tale Melville,
at the end of his life, is giving expression to a
feeling he has perhaps not before acknowledged
or understood.. Once moze, he comes 10 undex-
stand it by. way of real objects and people. It is
as if, retired within hlmself and ‘searching the
darkness of experience thar . lies behmd and

‘before mm, he draws up from the. shadows a

perfect image of uncontaminated. beauty, nobility

and courtesy. We know who prowded ‘hat
i*nage : it was Melville’s friend of earlier days,
] ack Chase; and it is to him that the new book
is"dedicated : ““To Jack Chase, Englishman,
wherever that great heart may now be here on
earth or harboured in Paradise” Chase had
been captain of the maintop in the frigate Unized
States, in which Melville had served in 1843. He
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had shoné like a bright light in Lhﬂ ugly world
that Melville deséribes in thre Facker ; idealised
a little, he now appeats as Bﬂly Budd. The
action is moved back to the days of the Napoleomc
wars, shertly after the Muuny' at the Nore.

Thete is little or none of the  transcendental >
Melville in the actual 1angaace of the book. It

" is true that the ‘Anacharsis Clootz deputation

is' onct more referred to; and the free
merchant vessel from which Billy is impressed
into the MNavy is called the Rights of Man. But
this is a mete ghxnpse of the book’s outer rind ;
we do not touch that half-whimsical quality agam
till the very end, when we hear the name of
another ship. Billy is forced to serve in a man-
of-war. He is what in those days wds called a
Handsome Sailor. ~ He has a beauty that is
praised and adored by the generality of men—
and he is not, it may be urgently stated, a pansy.
But Billy’s grace, as is the wdy of grace, evokes
also from one point -an overwhelming malignity.
There is among the crew an official of some power
called Claggart, whom Melville seems to develop
from. the villainous Jackson of his early auto-
biographical novel Redburn. Claggart is not
unzffected by the beauty -of Billy’s form and
chagacter.. He perceives it, oné might say, much
as 1420 perceives that of Cassio :
If Cassio do remain,
He hath a daily beauty in his life
That makes me ugly.

Claggart, ostensibly affable ' -towards -Billy,
decides in-his heart that he must be done away
with, - The discernment of the ways and means
of such a hate is one of Melville’s many profound
intuitions 3 I do not doubt: that he could have
pursued the origing of such a passion fuither,
for - his prose and his poetty abound in
astonishingly prophetic. hints sbout the reaches
of the unconscious. But none are given here.
At school one sometimes dimly recognised some=
thing ineffably horrible when one saw a perverted
schoolmaster bullying an angelic-looking boy;
Melville allows us dimly to recognise a perversion
of much the same kind here. Claggart fabricates
against Billy a charge of incitement to mutiny,
and reports him to Vere, the captain, a man of
extreme Tiobility and perception. Vere is dubious
of the charge, and sends for Billy. = Billy' is
afflicted with a stammer-—his one defect. . When
confronted with the charge he cannot speak ; ke
answers ‘Claggart in the only way he knows ; he
strikes him with all his force, and Claggart falis
dead.  Vere’s sympathies are wholly with Billy 5
but a trial is inevitable ; so are the verdict and
the punishment. It is war-time; and the
question . of mutiny is a real thmg, not to be
treated lightly. . Vere asks what is truth; but
dare pot stay for an answer. At dawn next day
Billy is hanged at the yard-end.

As a character ‘Billy meant a little more to
Melville “than could -be ~expressed in pIOse,
Billy Biudd ends with a rather touching;
wnaccomplished ‘efforit to get into Billy's
impenetrable mind by way of verse : ;

But me, they’ll lay me in hammock, drop me deep

Fathoms down, fathoms down, how I'll dream fast

asleep.

I feel it stealing now. Sentry, are you there ?

Just ease these darbiés at the wrisi,

And ;OH me over fair.
and the cozy weads about me twist,
But the stoxy as a whole remains more. important
than its parts or its separate cnaxacte:s 1f we
have any doubts about what it * means™ ‘to
Melville, he puts them to zest by a few more of
those touches which, for want of a proper wor d,
I have called half- Wh:msical Billy dies; “and,
ascending, tcok the full rose of the dawn.” The
neble C ""‘*".r Were s felled shortly after by 2
musket-ball from e ship which has been re-named
the Arhéiste. And for years afterwards the spar
from which RBilly has hanged is kept trace of by
the crew ; to them, Iater, a chip of it was.as
a plece of the Cross.” The creator of that
and the white whale  was to chetish his
¢« ambiguities > to the end.

HeNRY REED



