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PARLIAMENT

= A year agoyafter the Norwegran fiasco, tb.ls coahtron govemrnent

easantly },arallelto those of last sprmg, arein part at Teast due to its
edommanﬂy .nationalistic and imperialistic outlook,” -It " failed
make thxs a’ people s war *(with ummstakable results won produc-

al'of India’s oﬁ'er of (o operatron has inade. nonsense of 1ts
e ﬁghtmg for  democracy;” with- unformnate etfects in the

Mr. Churchrll made avery ﬁne speech mdeed “but

* qhestions ¢ Shall we now- flinch and permxt thése: munitionsto be
ime Mindster: marks the conclusron of a well-defined stage in this:

surlk i the Atlartic ‘Ocean? ™ - While: he spoke, the Srate- Legrs— ‘

“lature of Texas gave the answer of the"South in a vote of 100 to'15°in.
- “favbur ‘of thé. escort of transatlantic convoys by Amerrcan warships.
- The Southern States” afé mote nearly unammous in this matter

than the rest of the country We must prepare ourselves for stubbom
opposmon and perhaps for delay, but we can no longer doubt that the. .

-administration is teady to lead in a great step forward for which the. ~

ma;orrty of Amencans are 4t length morally prenarcd 1t is réasonable
10 hope that within 4 wéek or two the United States  will beconte, ini -~

- the words of the President of Harvard ““3'naval bcll\gerent » Notllmg
- less will serve’; “we note the tactics that Hrtler is hkely to pursite in the

Atlantit. ‘We must &xpect  him to- continue his “concentrated -dttick
‘on ‘the westétn ports of England ‘and Scotland and then“to tighten
his hold, before any invasion is prepared, by makmg suchisldnds
as~Cape: Verde, the Canariés and the Avores ints Gérman bases
Need Britain. leave it to Hitler to0- ‘be fifst in “these islands P :
: "While this good news from atross the Atlantic transforms for us the

. distant prospect; “we  must face with honest reahbm the drsturbmg :
:-':jprcspect that faces fis jn the Mrddle East,
cousagement “from 1ocal $uccesses round Tobrulkand elsewhere erbya,

We may draw some en~ -

while in Abyssinia the final hqurdatmn of the-Ttalian arinies cannot.
be much Tonger delaynd With-the véterans from Gréele-and Bast

 Africa we should-now have -men enough in Bgvot for the défesnce of -



OULEE T INEW, DTALESMAN AN - Lyaravsy..

May IO, 1941 s

Y S

% the ]ob Plant and Phantam, thoug lacking : Deﬁance ‘Near at hand .
thing in ;ournahstlc dash, makes an altogether Somewhere in'a Ioose-box
A-horse neighed |

;onger ‘impression; He is still the’ brilliant

eporter-—thness this account of Dublinrs " And all the cartains.flew out of

"The windows ; the world was open. -

Within .this light key- Mr. MacNeice can play

" a number of tunes : a jazzy lyric on the taikers

in a café, lyrics with sex .or nostalgia or war~

menace oOr.country quict as the theme. He

never Overstatés; he mever lets #his mood

curdie. ~That, in these days, is somethmg of
an achievement.” G. W. STONIER

-

With her seedy elegance,
- WWith her gentle veils 5 rain,
. And all her ghosts that walk
- And all that hide behind
. Her Regency fggndes—-—

. The catcalls and the pain,
‘The glarnour of her squalor,
The bravado of her talk,
The lights jig in the river
Witha concemna 'movement, )
And the sun comes up in the morning . |
Like: batley—sugar on the water
Asnd ‘the mist on the chklow hzlls
s close, as.close

. Asthe peasantry. were to the’] ‘Jandlord. . .

Much of his verse gives the; sensatxon of mood,
of .place;  of being here and nowhére -else—
London;Ireland or America provides the, scéne;
and- Wherever he’goés he seems 1o slip fn like
hénd inito glove, with as much lightness ‘and
assurance. His is essentidlly -a light verse
(the phrase shouldn’t -bé: restricted to- the
facetious genre), and’ everywhere this hghtn.ess
is. matched - by gaiety. of -detail -and "image.
¢ The lights )1g inthe river-With a concertina

The Gestapo Defied, By MARTN MNIEMOLLER.
Hadge 6s. .

The title of this-book must not be misinterpreted, | -
Pastor Niemdller has confined his message smctly ]
to the ficldrof religion. " He is hardly less;sevére

* on bourgeois’ democracy and Russxan Commumsm -
than on Nazism, - The world: in, wlucli we live, he
says, no longer knows God though it procla:ms
God When this seems ekpedxent “Niemoller, -w
believe; ‘never professed himgelf a pacifisty and yet,
read to-day, the similarity between his preachmg and
that of Christian pacifism is remarkable.” In the
sermon “ Heating o. Domg » he ‘writes of the.
possxbxlxry of ‘fighting on the ight side; without
seeing that we are not fighting bécause of the love
of God for men and women, but because of human I
or moral mdxgnauon against those: who eoffend. our

place

begins with these stanzas.: -
O thé crossbones of Galway,
The hollow grey houses,
The rubbish and sewage,
The grass-grown pier, i

~ And the dredger grumbiing
All night in the hatbour ;
The war came down on us here.
Saliponin the Cozrib "
Géntly swavidg -~ 2
‘And the water comabed out
‘QOver the weir ™ .00 s
And a hundred swans
Dreaming op the harbour-:
The war came down on us here.

e

thing is adequate.

through feeling too Lttle.

curious lift.

“ Novelettes.”

prose—Turgenev, perhaps. .
It was a big house bleak ;
Grass on the drive;
We had been there before
But meiory, weak in front of
A blistered door, could find
Nothing alive now ;
*_ The shrubbery dripped, a crypt
© Of leafimould dreams ; a tarnished -
Arrow ovér an empty stable ¢
Shifted a little in the almost wind.
And wishes were unable * ”
Torise; on the garden‘wall
‘The pear-tre¢s had come Joose
-.. From rotten loops ; -one wish,
A rainbow bubble, 1Ose, i
Faltered, broke in the dull - -
Air—what was the use ? .
The bell-pull would not pull
And the whole place, one might
Have supposed, was déadly il &
The world was closed.
And remained closed wndl

—

>7is catelessly, ezactly right in its
Whatever the, theme or its xmphcatxons,
just so much emphasis is given s is ‘needed.
Iry the section called *“Fhe Coming of War,”
i earnple, there is & poem “.Galway which

There, nothing is underlined, and yet every-
Probably more bad verse is
written through wanting to feel too much. than
In nearly all .the
Poems of Plant and Phantom, even the sketchiest,
feeling -and exptessxcn have the ‘samte cool,

Several of the poems have the general txtle
“ Qrder to View,” though mot.
among them, shows how pmch Mr. MacNeice’s
att has in common with the short story; it-s
admirable in itself, but one looks fora para.llel

S

sacred conviction. - In that case; hé maintains, we
are fighting for our own hand; we may end by
losing our faith in our fight for faith. The ‘trans-
lauon is excellent, Pastor Niemollér’s language is
simple but extraordinarily powerful. He loves the.
parables of the New Testament; . and his sermons
are full of smon‘= and moving elucidations of them.
These sermons are not the work of a. comprehénsive’
mind. But their language is mémorable, their faith
clear, and thexr courage unshakeable.

Week-end Competltmns

No.-588
Set by Raymond Mortimer.

A first prize of Two Gumeas and 2 second
prize of Half a Gumea are offered “for the best
laudatory €pigram, in not more than 12 hnes,
commermorating the ceptenary,of the London
lexary
Rures—

1. . Envelopes sl"ould be marked Wwith the
.number of the Probiex, in the tc;fleft ~hand corner;
and should be addressed to COMPETITIONS,
10 Great Tufnstile, W.C.1.” Solutions must reach
the Editor by first post on Monday, May 19th.

2. 'The Editor’s decision is final.:

ésent in, whether it be awarded a pnze or not. . MSS.

‘capnot be returned. When :no entries reach the
required standard ho prize will be awarded.

RESULT OF COMPETITION No. 585
Set by G. W. Stonier

Mr, A. P; Hertbert’s verse postscript of fast
Sunday might be followed by invitations to poets

to broadcast on the situation. The usual prizes

are offered for the best extract from a poem
(limit 24 lines) that miglit be-written in the circum-~
stances by orie of the following : T. S. Eliot,
John: Bétjeman; John Masefield, Patience Strong,
Dylen Thomas, Robert W Servzce, Cole Porter,
or Stephen Spender. - ,

Repeit by G. W: Stonier

There are few things more exhﬂaratmg than good
parody, few flatter than imitation.  Between the
two come various degrees of effervescence. - Com~
petitors provided all kinds, excépe perhaps the very
best. On the wholé they were slapdash and amusing
with Bliot; baffled by Betjeman; out of touch
_(forgivably !) with Masefield ; stimulated by Cole
Porter. Robert W. Service and Patience Sr_mng
each ‘offered a genre which in the second case was

not difficult to improve on. Most of the Spenders °

wara rarher feehle. the Dvlan Themases surprisingly

He reserves |
the nght to print in part or as a-whole any matter -

So what o you‘do ? Boo—hoo about the war

- and the fact that everything’ lovely is hard

to rcplace? No, you get busy and send
theni (through your reteuler) to the; Bracmar
¢Stitch-in-Tine’ Scmce-—whlch wi

;fraymg, re-shape “afier faulty washmg——ori
‘ ‘whatever you want. "This applies to your :

Braemar knitwear as well Ask your Braemar -
retailer about this important new economy -
idea, or write to address below for booklet
gwmg full details. -

SEND THEM TO THE

THRDI!GH YOUR: RETMLER

avme MENG THINGS. TOO§ -Send vour hus~
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22 A-short coltrse of

,-wa for Probation Officers, Social Workersand others inter-

Tm Now Stamsmany avp Nation

_May 1,

. Blare like a blot, are conducted -along tight -

‘Wires iy
Straight larynx and your uncurled whorled ar.

You -are trees in hushed foxests, and tumed X

flat to me,
Palms for 'rlfr, the mynad of green ears. . . .
- (D.W. Barker)
From a Betjeman glimpse of after-the-war &
. . And we shall have Osram in bathroom
and hall
When the bombs fall. no longer or fail torexplode,

There’ll be chocolates and onions and freedom -

for all .
And the lime trees will ﬂowet in Victory Road.
(Jenifer Wayne)

War can add. few terrors, though 2 Certain topi-

_Vaihty, to the utterances. of Dylan Thomas :

* Hone of my bone the, men from Africa
‘Who wraps his rations in to-morrow’s news ~
Drives his lost legions down the rib of sea’;
Fleshed with my flesh the Trojan gentiemen
‘With Boney’s phantom in the hobbyhorse

"~ Paw the Greek gates, my bone, iy bastion.
-On: seas-of gliss the melancholy oils -
Mark the drowned ships.

lais sees |

Golden Cwmbwm-

Walking stratv-hipped the military girls; 3 e

-~ 'Thé summer ‘boys that kiSsed the usher’s
ferrule

Now. blanco-bright snip at thexr captains® .

“hairs ;
Under Olympus flowers my father’s coral. -
- (Pamiera HANSFORD JOHNSON)
Mr. Eliot on the Food Situation : :
And when all this is done, - -
' Wheh the soil has been ploughed,

" The fothers-in-law, and uncles and aunts,
The husbands and wives and children
Have bent to their piece of earth,

".Ferocious and feline,

Have been pong the peevish and- mtractable
ground .
When all thls is done;

onions,
.. The celery and lettuce, the rhubarb the spmach
‘etcetera,

Extract from a * Versical Postscnpt by Robert

. Service ™

I ain’t much of 'a fellow, J’m abitofa rollmg—
stone, .

T've wrasted my life in useless- stnfe and hved
for myself alone,:

T’ve been to the other €nd of the:world on the -
trail for the muck called gold, .

T've had cards-and whisky and women and
wandered far from the fold ;

But I've got'a hunch what justice is, what

. bonour and Empire mean, 3

And Pve worked my passage to Eng]and to
fight for the cause that is clean, . . .

{F. R. Davies, Pte..97003493)

- Patience Strong (this sort of thing might appeal .
.to-one of our more highbrow inipresarios of revue) :

#A-lovesome thing is Listening. We listen-to

the Songs of Spring and when at bredk of day we

-wake, our drowsy -Ears prepare to ‘take swift note." -

-of .cach delightful Sound, that wafts its echoes all
around ; the Music of a well-loved voice makes

* ev’ry listening Heart rejeice, and homely. Sounds -
we joy to hear, the tea-bell and proud. Chanticleer. .
And now with folded wings my'Muse has listened
to the evening News, and adds thereto her own’
P.S., a tender touch-of Happiness ; “what though

the News is grifi t6°hight, well keep all Lovely: -

Things in sight, . . (Nancy Gunter)

In awarding the prizes I found it difficulr to
decide between two Eliots and two Dylan Thomases,
H.R. comes first. with a brilliantdy funny Eliot'; his
title, his cautious and admomtory phrases afe closar
“than any other parody 1 have seen to the original.”
Between John Mair and Pamela Hansford Johnson it- -

* was almost a toss-up.  Both are diabolically accurate

And ‘the potatoes, tomatoes, peas, b~ans, and

And the golden fruit have been gather‘d and |

< stored:
. Thén' the Axis® edge will be blunt,
And it will have been worth while, after all,
e (HOWL Umm)

#: Five Lectures on “DELIN QUENCY”

‘an estedmwoﬂ(wnh chxldten,wﬂltakcplnce at :lxeTavns(ock
=% Clinic, Ki N,

=% ginning Friday, May xﬁtb° at §.30 p.m: The fee fot the "
B - courseis 7/6. De iled syllabus dnd. tickets obtamable
m advance from the Educational Secxela.ty at the O

TYPEWRITING, Lxr’ll:kARY;?&.; e

B DL 'LICATING, TYPEWRITING, SHORTHAND, Man=

uscripts, Plays, Specifications. ROPOLITAN L YPE=
.WRITING AND REPORTING Omfxcas, 2 Glenhurst Avenuc, London,
N.W.5.. CHA., 7839 and SPE, 2820. :

FOR efficient _Duplicatiig and _Typifig—EFFICIENCY.
LETTER SERVICE, 10 Great Tummstile, High Holborn,
W.C.1.” Holbor 0158 (same building as. Nezo Szatesman)

- BOQKS WANTED.
Winifred Holtby's Virgivia Wno!f, pubd, 1932, also sth vol
Lady G. Cecil’s Lord
Nation, 16 Great Tuznstile, W, c. I

RITE FOR PROFIT, Send for-fre¢ bookle"

REGENT"
- Insprrore (Dept, 1934), Palace Gate, WA, - .
" RESTAURANT .
GREEK REST. White Tower, 1 Percy St., Wit,  Mus. 2187,
y ‘OpeN till 70 p.0 L grill)e

in “their touch, but the former just wins by being
more within the terms of ‘the competition, and is
awarded the Second Prize. - .

FIRST PRIZE -
CHARD WHITLOW. By T. 8. Eliot
As we get older we do not get any younger. ;
- Séasons return, and to-day I am fifty-five,
- And this ime last year 1 was fifty-four,
. And this time next year I shall be sixty-two.
And I cannot say I should like (to speak for
nayself) o -
<To'séé miy time over agam——lf you mn call it -
: time : .
~degetmg uneasxly under a d.raughty stau',

. Or. counting sleepless nights in the

tube.

There are cestain precautions—tho
of them very reliable—

Against the blast from bombs ang i
splintet, 7 the ﬂym‘

Bat not amst the blast from hega
def venti, ven, venu

Thc wmd within a wmd unable to spegk fo

Ctow

ugh 'nbgg

And the frigid burnings of purgatos
Ge touched. ° T L m
By any emollient.
I think you will find thjs put, i
- Better then 1 could ever hope to exprass it
. In the words of Kharma : It is, we belisve.
" Idle to hope that the simple stirrup- pump’
. Will extinguish hell,”
Oh, listeners, 3
And you especially who have tumeéd off thc
. wxreless, :
-~ And sit in Stoke or Basingstoke  listenj
apprectauve]y to the silence,
(Which is also the silence of hell) pray, not for
... your skins, but your souls.
" And pray for me also under the draughry sta
As we get older we db not get any younger,
And pray for Kharma \mder the holy moustain
: ¢3¢ R)

SECOND PRIZE
Especially when the wagging microphone,
Telling the world’s news and the 1ack
. weather,
Breaks woman’s circle, tweaks the stilted feath
Shows Sxegfnsd’s suckling at the dugs of W
Dabbling in blood, his milk.
Especially when the after-dinnet bomb
- Is Caesar’s midwife 1o the womb of town,
‘When manseed curdles, and the jointed loin
.Forgets the neural itch ;- the April fever
©. Mels 1o a knocking fear. -
What can the nerve’s mouth, the stomach
ramour,
What can the boneless tongue, the hear
murmur,
< As through the veins of wire the shamblmg e
Gropes in a metal anger, the bullet’s finger
Probing :the harnessed tumour ?
Particularly, then; should I be dumb,
. Let speech be cordite, words the climbing'wor
. Waiting a bé&tter summer. (John Mair)
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_is relished in Sco
land. (6)

6. Bob up Treland-
d-d-d-d-d-d-d- d -
d-d! (12) 21 & 11. Ir’s one

9. rev. & 8 rev. the teens. (6) ©
Stop the train, old . 55, No genﬂeman~
man. (6) commemoratas the

10. You need - Christian cen
several. coupons m nary. (3)
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__LAST WEEK'S CROSSWORD
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“2s. 3d. per line (or part Enej per insertion,  Minimum-
2 lines, A line averages 8 words. BOX NUMBERS
- Add 15 Classlﬁed advertisernents cannot be inserted -
_ IUNLESS PREPAID. Ifin doubtabouttheamount
send nearest calcu‘amon and jtwill be adjusted,
Under . present  conditions. insertion cannot be .,
- guaranteed, - Copv should artive not Ister thor

The last week’s winner is:.
N. Johnson, 88 Orme Road; Bangor.
' 13. Petty, perhaps, 22,
as . the account-
ant’s poultty ex- ' (%)
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I Man “the boats -
> fore and aft. (12)

“ Our
“Friend” by ‘Gum !
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