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ll\lANY arlists ha\'e led two 
. ' lives • .1nd out of consider

l .1t;on for their biographen 
they have USU.1Uy contrived to 
lead them both at the lame time. 
Thomas Hardy .1150 had two 

! tins. but they wer.e int'On\'enl-
! endy placed end to end. ' 
! n.er~ i. a Itreat division in h,. 
l life round abOut 1897 when he 
! ce.a..,d to be a noveJiot ... Dd relu",ed 
' 10 poetry. Bioll'aphy of him witl 
illways be. from the point of "iew 
of sbape. bedevilled by this fact. 

TItere is plentY of iocident. 
I moyemenl and emotional ad"eoture 

I• in the lirst 57 ~an of his lif~, In 
the last 30 ye<lrstbat remaioed to 

I
, him- from his own point of view 

his most val~ble crealive v~.us 
biolraphically dram .. tie landmark.1 

I art few Indeed. 
I . I Offidal Lift> 

! The presonl v 0 I u m. luffers 
unavoidably from tbis luhnl awa:, 

" 

of intere". It i. th~'" 'ollieaal " 
, life. ori,inally published in two 
i peru. Ihe first in 1928 .. itlt in a f~w 
f months of Hardy's death. the 

I second in 1930. 
. The .. cor. j. '1I11 annt>ured on ,ts 
: ttr Ie· pa j« 11> I he ,<,'ond \1 rS. Hardy. 
; ""nd - ~' e :tre left to w(~ nd~r ho w ih 
I publisher's ba"e neH'r gOI "'ind of 

'

" 'he rea l fJcts ...... f its "'·(J mposlfio n. 
.. hieh "'~r~ d,vulaed a. lo nl .lgo ... 

1

19S. in R,eh.ard L Purd,", monu· 
~enta l biblioguphic.al st ;, d~. The 

I U'. of Tho.... nardy IS. in fact, 
l uve fo r It~ last four challl"". 
'1 Hardy's .own autobio~r.ph )' . and 
5hould be 'announced u sucn. 

lt i5. by any standard.s. a ram· 
sbackle work. and its information 
i. in many plilces demonstrably 

I lnacc~ra t~ c"',tn when t hue ~f'm' ! no polnr In dlS,uise. But t he boo" 
I jos packed wllh a m " .ce liany of 
j mformauo n not 3\' a ll a ~l~ tlse. 
! wh~,re . and rt'ad~" "h" \:.'i.tff: for 
I Hardy " 'III find II e"<' r",,·her. I endurin,. en",,,m •. and full of !lIS 
! characteristic humour : 

•. Thert' are t~'o " o rIS l) f chu rch 
people : those ... ho 10 and th",. 
who don' t go: there " onl y one 
$Ort ' of chapel · people: rho,e who 
1°·" I Thue i • . above illi. the sen.se of 
Mina. "wi'h" lhrdy hi"",e lf : nrry 
p •• e IS InvP5tt-d with hiS 0 ""'" idici· 
lyncrasi~1 nf vi510n Ind s t)'!f' . 

IY FLOIlENCI! EMILY HUDY. 

Blank mendacity he rlIely has 
recours~ to : on the who le b~ prob
ably tells fewer po. il ive liu I.h.an 
most people. But be i. at "" i"s to 
mislead us about th,ngs thaI hAd 
.affronled him in the ClrcumstanCl!S _ 
of his own. lJ f~ or worned him In 
hiS relations wtth the hiah ly cl .. s,s
ooriseious societ)' of his IIm~. 

It i. in h is art th~1 ""e lind th .. 
rectification of the.~ evasi" n" and 
deceptions. H i. art m i, hr "fte.n he 
bad nt. its badness the .!!lor. con · 
spicuous for ' Iyinl ch~lt by jowl 
witb his incomparable best. Bllt It 
W<lS faithful to his own esperance. 
and the recurr.,nt themes of hia fie· 
t ion won the basic tb~mQ ot hi. 
own life . 

The contrast of bumble b irth 
and lo fty aspirat io n. the s rruIlle 
1M educ.a rion and Jurning. the un · 
certa inty o f passion. the d i. ';.atl.· 
filellon wilh marriage .as a .sol ution 
to the problems of Sell. the 
commonne.,. of exlernal adversity 
and of simple bad luck ,,- ·all Ihese 
went into his D<,..el. and his 
pcotrm. 

There is link or nOlhins .,1 them. 
however. in tho ollic ia l life: and 
"Ie are at t i me,S as con~ciou~ of thi s 
httle .or · nothin~ a5 we wouid M if 
there \o'er. whole blank. pa"es in 
the boo k . 

,'/eanl as .a Pro/(!st 
How~v.r. the thing .... . . nnt 

meant. as ~ oonfes,sion : no r Wa" it 
undenakon with any marked 
r~li,h : qu ite the contrary. It camll 
infO betha larllel), as a prOlrst 
aga inst re,'urrt'nt publIc m i s ~ st .. t~
menu abo ut Hardy', own u,'eri · 
en~. It was not me.anl to M • 
,""uree for fulure biographies: It 
..... meant to be 3n ob..tael. In 
their way. 

S ... tar il has proved highly suc
cessful ,n thi$ ~im, The bio.Jtraphi . 
cal st udies <) ( Hardy I'ublish~d 
sjn'~t" hl ~ deafh (."(unpete lii men t'ab lv 
~· lth ~"ch o thtr in t he ina ccu racy 
o f their eml'lnymenl bot h of ' the 
.. officia l" ma te-ria l Rh'~n ht .rf' and 
o f ",he other piece .. o f " i.nl tka"! 
i",formatlOn that h3\'e .eeped o ut 
In mor~ re(~ent v~an. 

In rhe ('i rcu mst:U"Ct~ s. t hi s ref'lub~ 
lic.1.uon·-,,· ·in a veT\' con\,enlent 
fo rm · ·o f Hardy's own acco unt o f 
him5,,!f i, . for all iI. def" ·,, . • 
timely and .. fr.sh i n~ rer:>11 to 
orde-r . 

. DOrtJf'( ChiltlhtHUI 
- ----.----.. -.~--,-.. - .. ----- - -
\ , , 
; 

I . Th., url~ ch.apters are pJrtICU' 'I 
Il.arlv ImpreMivt. II., recrut.,. h .. , 
! chiidhood and youth in DOr!lf!t and i 
i hi •. da y, In '-nndon wnh fa" obj." . i 
t-I~lty. Th~r(' J' much H )(,lm fnr cor- J 
rcclion of fact. bUI in mood and i 
tltmosrherc h iS -own a cco unt "'"In ; 
sc.ar<·e! y b. ho ll ered . . i 

JJlissionary 

Hero 
Part l1t it s cn.,. rm (.'o mc' , r "h lnk . f D\' 

from lia rd)', genuine and char.,' , i • 
terialtc modesty of IIlaIlMr. He i 
_ well 011 into !II. ... ali_ wh.,n ) 

TIfE ARCHmSHOP 

Of' YOItK 
be embarked 011 the work. yet be i 
never indulin ·In tbe reminiscent I Hucbon • Taylor and I\taria In 
pflde ~e .., oftelllu", 10 wince a' ,. C PO' .~. .'odd I'" ta wrlten· memo.,... . . &d,;~. 1 er, \JS . 

. ~. tbere is 110 trace of rhat A SWEEP of history is o ft en 
e~ ..... e ,elf_teem whl.ch som., · i 
rim.. . indic.atei an unconscious ! '" best mutetred by read . n" 
sen .. of failw-e and is an painful , the bloaraphles of those who 
in (to· come no nearer bome) I i were the cbief acton With," 11. 
writer like Bernard Sbaw. i The history of the Chure,h of 

All the 'I'IM. tber. i& much Ihat i Eaaland. for eumple, in Ih" 
. ·11 defeaal .... in the .. pales. and Ihi. ' c.eD'Nry could be pretty well 

prowldes atran,· . matter tor nucly. leamt by anyon. who wa~ wilt· 
AIOOd 'deal 0 car ... _a to ban lal to re.d. SlY. B.U· ••• Life o f 
been talten to ,make thlnp opaque Raad"U Da'I'idson." Lockhart' , 
wbee Hudy _hed tbem 10 be. .. Laal," Iremonler', .. W i H.I . m 

Tem Ie," Presti e's .. G o re ," 


