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'he Government is - launching.a new attack o' :‘_
estrictive practices on both: sides of industry by propos:
ng the appointment of factory Pl‘()(ﬁl(:thll committées at

pcal level and within individaal firms. Thes :commlt
ees, the Prime Minister announced: vesterda)

it Bristol, will seek to get rid of: all prac ices which
iinder increased production, such . as. overmanmng,'
estrictive work rules, inefficient layout, o d.xted equlp-:-.

nent, and poor handling of materials

Mr Wilson's speech at: Brlstolf
irked the opcmng of a-nation-
de campaign. which will’ be
veloped between . now  ‘and-
ywvember as part of his plan to-:;
store confidence in his Govern
:nt. The Prime Minister clearly-
tends to press on desplte his
vernment's dangerously, narrow
yjority until he £ee1s ir; 4--
nning position.
In fact, he went so far as to -
d to his prepared speech an:
aphatle statement - -that ““ the
wernment is . determined  to.
rry on witlfthe job the country-
ve us {o do, Perhaps they did.
it realise.- how difficult they . °
nide it Bacause of fhe majontv :
ey gave.us, but-1 don’t think. .’
ey want ns to: nm away from
at joh."
Claiming that the 800" m:llmn -
ilance - of payments - defleit, - .
hich he inherited from the Con- >’

rvatives, will be cut this vear:
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! Businiess Studies
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; egrees. ol e University of Londo ‘at .
Further. particulars - from the Pri cipZ} " _at the College L

" intrigues;
~and’
- attempts to assert discipline,
- which went “on behind the
... §cenes,

many - problems
: resolved by Mr Brome, who does
11 little “.éxcept - report- or quote
. irom réadily ‘av ailable material.
Apart from -thé “initiative of a
-few: Russian-directed Communist
. plotters, which would have heen
“-guite madequate to dchieve such
a .result, in what circumstances .
<'did- the persors- “whoprovided
- the ‘morale of "the Brigades-
‘come to do 507 .
"role of the- Comsmunist Party"
* ‘Were the Intérnational Briga
.. really-an” army. supporting: the

-~ and

Hons - NOWtrod : .
P S M R i, o i e
ent, for admission Ad ore!nuslh h.
ber, 1956, 1o the courxé of- train- |. There. are mAny’ 0ll’l;er°rt lnd lnd LT

3 3 15 essential.: T g
Becretapal- College, " which has beén estab-.
ned for over 23 years, grovidea the com-
raining necessary
i Lo make a Well educnte{iv xlln s ru!g) 'c:mclen
tley,
i'is- alwa)s wullnz ta dlmuf’ralri‘ff nrln:}pal

n ary schools.
uallﬁcnhms a -
. ‘unence wm be considered for:- xhol:-?e::d

5 Bromc
sketchily, and some of them hot
at all, or mu)nsxstently In his
4chapter ‘om the . origin of the

Spain,’36-'39: the

great crusade .

Brome/Heinemann. 455

By Stephen Spender |

IF EVER there Were a secular
chapel devoted to the Inter.

- national Brigades, it would he
. hung with flags bearing the

names of hattles as heroic .as
any in history-—Madrid, Jarama,
Aragon, Teruel, Ebro. Its walls

~-would be gilded with the names
- of Cornford, Beimler, Lukacz,
.and many- others

The great
virtue of Vincent Brome's hook

.is his 'awareness that the truth
..of the-Brigades was realised in
“these -men and in fighting: not
- in the bungling, thie Babel-like

quarrels. hetween leaders of
different nationalities, the party
nor in the prisons

the  -sometimes  brutal

. At the. end the disillusion-

_ment of many volunteers was
«{f "Jargely  by-effects of the

“-solution of the Brigades, in the
-last stages of the war, by the
- Republican Government.
: real achievement and -the real
~.existence of the Brigades was a
" matter ‘6f ‘months of terrible
. fighting and. endurance in 1936
- and 1937,

dis-

The

) Very ‘many movements are
vulgarly called crusades, hut the

jvgreat assemblage of men believ-
Jng in a cause, which made up
.‘the Brigadés, really had many
" of the features of the early Cru-
_sadés:.the burning faith of an
.rexceptionally large. proportion
of’ exphcn believers,- with a
f.'follong of- mlstaken idealists .
..and
) scoundrels

wsome - adventurers

~ At ‘the - ‘sarite . time a good
‘remdin  un-

~What was the

ideas . 6f the “Spanish hberals‘
socnahsts

André’ Marty What: went - on

[ .in the " re-education camps U of -
,the Brigades?

Most” of these questwm Mri
only ' answers very

Brigades, he makes them seem

1 very much a-Communist organi-

sation, but later on he stresses

. the anarchist indmduallsm of
. El’ﬂl]Dﬂ B

‘Prabhably he. .ic .richt

and ‘

- characteristic

‘not concealing the blots,
Mr Brome .

* than passes’ judgment,

S of were they.
‘W simply ~ a Communijst. front?
. ‘What: was -the  past historv of
.General Kleber? What .wa§ the
“real nature’ of the actnmes of.

' THE INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES: SPAIN 1936- 39/by Vincent

made diverse by Communists
who were far more 31 home it
Madrid than they would have
been in Moscow.

Mr Brome has vivid accounts
of fighting, but no maps of
Madrid, the University City,
Guadalajara, etc,, without which
it is difficult to form a clear
picture of the battles. He
quotes sources indiscriminately,
without seeming 1o appraise the
reliability of witnesses. A
chapter entitled * Nephew of
Sir  Winston Churchill” s
devoted to Esmond Romilly; one
derives from it little idea of
Esmond's tough, domineering,
ruthless character (he is

referred to as a “ playhoy ") and .

it is surely wmisleading to
exploit the relationship with
Sir Winston, which was not ane
of consanguinity. Esmond’s
brother, Giles Romilly, who had
a2 much greater expericnce of
the Brigades than Esmond, is
not mentioned.

Mr Brome does not explain
why he. refers to Ralph Bates,
then an Englishman, as an
American commissar. On page.
sixteen, we are told that Tito
recruited’ volunteers from his
office in Paris, on page 302 an
interview of a few years back,

-by Paul Estob with someone in

Madrigueras, is  reported in

- which the interviewee says " he

remembered seeing Tito among
the recruijts although Tito neves

‘penetrated to Madrigueras.” Of

eourse he may really have seen
Tito, or he may merely have
seen his ghosl., hut- this is
‘a2 gnod many
loose erids which Mr Brome
does not tie.up, -

One-cannot. confidently recom- |

mend Mr Brome for decisive-
mness, objectivity, exactitude.
But his hook is always readable,
and ‘often .deeply moving.
Although a bit blurred, on the
whole it seems just in spirit,
paying. . homage to. whal was
magnificent in the Brigades, b}t:&
the
dissensions, the evil.
conveys an atmosphere rather
In fact,
most of his characterisations are
written in a spirit of suspended
judgmenti. He reports a terrible

" remark by Harry Pollitt to Tom’
‘Wintringham’s wife about her

husband: * Tell him to get out

-of Barcelona, go up to the fromt

line, get mmself killed, and give
us .a headjine,” Then he adds

. in_a footnote_that the political

commissar Will Paynter thinks

it _unlikely * that " Polljtt would
“ have said this. Mr Brome offers

no opinion. - In the same spirit
he prints an even more horrible
story to the effect that ‘the
bravest (non-Communist) officer
in the ‘British Brigade, the
legendary Captain Ndthan, was

an ancanvistad murdoror—nne

. the hilt,
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; ,’ stretch,
‘digressmn, or by simple Tepe-.

ONE of the major traditions in
the English departments of
American’ universities is the
ritual production, by advanced

. students; of a PhD thesis, It
- is a further -tradition,
" rarely brokén with,
“'hasic subject of the thesis shall

only
that the

be: 6f microscopic dimensions

‘and even’ smaller importance;
the test for the student appears
. to' be how far he can make it

either by irrelevant

tition. "All being well ‘his thesis

Qis dcceptéd, the PhD achieved.

By this time the ex-student
has - become - an obsessional:
after a little -pause he returns

“sto his subject, and decides-that
. few extra .chapters might not
..come “amiss. He adds not only
15 these, ..
) bxbhographv consisting - largely
- -of books unreferred to in the
-text, and ‘a-three-page preface.
B glvmg separate thanks to pretty
:well everyone he has met since
..the age. of five, ending with his

but also a forty:page

fe,~whom he' refers: to in
‘expressxons of tender gratitude

. -which must sometimes come as

rather a surprise to her. The.

"result is a _book.

“Mr Ford: glves‘ us a book,

: 0£ the two. stretching-methods
_}.. T have -referred to,-
g ~;prefers 'simple repetition,. The. -
-basje -

Mr - Ford

selects
scanty:

~materials’ -he
are, after all, extremey

I .two .dozen' or more inoffensive
",poems about the Spanish Civil

War, few .of them with. any

These "writers . are of
course-fairly distinct from each

.other: all they bave in common,:

apart .from their alleglanee 10

. the Repubh(ana js'an mcapactty
" for. ‘memorable - speech,
.. of . their' "authors “would _prob-
" ably not even" bother to  own
. the poems by now.
| Ford -contrives to blur any dis-
it .tmctnoss that may be discovered

Most -

Yet- Mr

-them. by . ruthlessly- sub-
mrttmz to- each and - every one
of, them tho> same exammarmn
paper,

: ‘any  of -

. particular -merit, and many by works into their historical con-

names’ .that’ have . never’ he n ~text; just as,” in reverse, there
‘seen oltside the journals o

" time,

Hn condu'13 nus as a w,a.

except his own: Is such-and-such
a poet sacrificing personal sin-
cerity to politics? Is he writing

propaganda? Doesn't the refer-

ence to so-and-so in stanza two
introduce too personal a note if
complete identification with
Communism is the aim? I can’t
helieve that anyone can possibly
care’ about thjs, There are

roughly 150 pages of it and the-

unfortunate poems are up to the
neck in it,

From the later stages of this
morass, which grows denser
with repetition, there rise up
with an unexpected look of
genuine  durability  about a
dozen poems by names well
known before the war in Spain.
These include Auden’s * Spain,”
which its. author has recently
described in print as *trash,”
half a dozen wellcontrolied
poems by Spender, a few pages
of deceptively casual vividness
by MacNeice, three or four
lyrics by Herbert Read. and Day
Lewis's narrative .poem * The
Nabara.”

These poems, and possibly a

few others, have survived the

epoch in which they were
written, and this, 1 gather, Mr
Ford, after . much cautious
mumblmg and bumbling, con-
cedes, Some of them—
Spender’'s subdued elegies, for
‘example—seem .in some odd
way better than they did when
th,e,v first appeared. There
seems' no point -in re-inserting
these distinguished

seems no longer any point in
isolating the Spamsh War from
the vears' of ever-spreading
- Pascism that led to it, and the
~world- war- which Franeo's suc-
cess perhaps made inevitable,
-To those who followed its for-
tunes, the Spanish War had a

rtlcularly sharp . and sadden-

g taste, which -we may on
occasuon suddenly recall: a true
-imaginative and creative gesture
mlght still made ' from
.memory, of it. But on the sub-
ject of the prestires made at the
time. half a dozen wuccinel pages
should by now. be enough. -
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