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EVENINGS IN PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE, 1908, sy SIR MAX BEERBOHM.
“Lord Northcliffe : ‘Help! Again I fecl the demons of Sensationalism rising in me. Hold me fast!
Curb me, if you love me!’”

THE END OF THE “OLD GANG” AT
PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE

By L. B. NAMIER, F.BA.,
Professor of Modern History in the University of Manchester

HEN in January, 1908, Lord
Northeliffe  entered  into
negotiations with the Mana-

ger of The Times, C. F. Moberly Bell,
for the purchase of its control, his
name was withheld from the other
parties concerned, and even the chief
proprietor, Arthur Walter, the fourth
of his line, was only Jet into the secret
two months later, to stop him from
assuring people that Northcliffe was
not the person in question. The
Times was a partnership-at-will, and
the agreement had td pass the Court
of Chancery: even then the identity
of the new proprietary remained un-
disclosed. *““The most obstinatcly
anonymous newspaper in the world *
was secured by “X”: Northclific's
designation in The Times office for
more than a year after the sale.
*

Alfred Harmsworth had started in
*“the Tir-Bits school ” of journalism ;
his first venture as newspaper pro-
prietor was, in 1888, a weekly called
Answers, followed by Comic Cuts and
Home Chat ; in 1891 he acquired the
Evening News, and in 1896 founded
the Daily Mail. Two years later, one
of the smaller proprietors of The
Times, in bitter opposition to ** Mr.
Walter's autocratic powers of man-
agement,” wished to enlist effective
support and offered to sell to Harms-
worth a share in the newspaper. “In
March, 1898, Harmsworth came for
the first time to Printing House
Square and learnt therc from Walter's
lips that the sale to him of any share
or portion would not be admitted.”
“There is nothing I would like better
in all the world,” he wrote to a friend
in 1900, ““ than to obtain control of
The Times.” In 1908, he acquired it
in a manner.yhich averted a public
outcry and opposition; and he be-
came “ infatuated with his new con-
nexion as he had never been before
with a newspaper property,” but pro-
tested “ his irrevocable determination
The History of The Times. Volumc III.

The Twentieth Century Test. 1884-

4!‘712 The Times Publishing Company.
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never to ‘ interfere with the paper
he would “ keep The Times as it had
been,” and merely reorganize it
technically. Talking to a member of
the Wal(er family, in January, 1909,
.. .said that . .. he had been
mdmg the files, had taken the trouble to
make notes on the history of the paper

in Printing House Square, and his
politics and practice were, like so
much in eighteenth-century England,
“ private and pecuniary.” The transi-
tion to Victorian austerity was antici-
pated by John Walter 11, who, having
renounced Treasury favours and
private payments for * suppressions "

and had gone deeply into the period when “ 2ol :
it first earned its prestige. He recalled ‘de corrections,” secured the inde-
the carcers and ach of John and integrity of The Times.

‘Walter 11 and Thomas Barnes—which that
generation had utterly forgotten. The his-
tory of the paper as a whole, said “ X,”
had been lost. The name of Delane was
well enough known, but the carlier and
formative enterprise . . . was submerged
beneath a stream of loyalty to the Walter
family as such.

And on March 20, 1909, Northclifte
wrote to the Manager:—

I wish 1 could find a good history of
The Times. 1 do not belicve there is one.
1f that is so, onc ought to be writiten by
a very able man—a very good one, full
of pictures, caricatures, &c., a work that
would take two or three years. My idea
is that the volume chould be a very hand-
some one and not on the barest margin
of paper. It would constitute a great
advertisement of The Times.

* *® *

By 1912 Northcliffe had lost interest
in the history of The Times and had
grown contemptuous of its ¢radition.
He himsclf had to pass away before
his idea was realized. The first volume
of the History of The Times appeared
in 1935, the second in 1939 ; and now
the work is continued, **a very good
one,” handsome in its attire of pre-
war design. The production of each
volume takes normally several years,
and a fourth is still to come. But the
concern for advertisement is nowhere
traceable, and even this volume, so
near to the present day and covering
the Northcliffc interlude, adheres to
the undertaking to reveal the work
and character of those dircctly con-
cerned with the production of The
Times *“to the utmost exfent that
research has rendered possible.”

More than one hundred years ago
The Times outgrew the mould and
functions of the conventional news-
paper. John Walter I had run it as
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Under his father’s will only a partner
in the copyright of the newspaper,
but Chief Proprietor with practically
autocratic hereditary powers, and sole
owner of the premises and the printing
works, he added to the complexities
of the situation when, having turned
country gentleman with Parlia-
mentary ambitions, he handed over
The Times 1o an editor, while the ulti-

mate indefeasible “ prerogative ™
remained vested in his family.
* *® *

The Walters changed into a dynasty
~—detached, revercd, and not always
effective; while the editor, anony-
mous, completcly identified with the

per, without biti other
than T to place The Times at the
head of the Press,” was their em-
ployee rendering devoted service. In
time a conception arose, realized
before it was formulated: the pro-
prietor and his exccutives became
joint trustees in a great national in-
stitution with a particular function in
English life. In Barnes's conscious
thinking The Times was still *“a pri-
vately owned political instrument and
newspaper, conducted for private
profit, and expressing his private
judgment.” But in practice he con-
sulted, first, the public interest and,
secondly, public opinion. This tradi-
tion was firmly established and
developed under Delane, 1841-1877.
1t was his *“ passionate determination
to be i dent of every infl
but that of instructed pubhc oplmon
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HUTCHINSON
BOOK NEWS

The Ideal Christmas Gift-book

THE
SATURDAY
BOOR

Seventh Year
EDITED BY

LEONARD RUSSELL

A rich panorama of storics, articles,
memoirs, biographical sketches, etc.,
by famous people. Profusely illus-
trated, with line drawings, photo-
graphs. and reproductions. Contains
something for every age, and some-
thing about most ages.
Ready Thursday. 21/=
*

Reprint Now Ready

GODNFREY
WINN

“B.0. 17"

A Story of a Ship

‘The Daily Telegraph: ‘It is valuable
to have the whole story at first hand

people will certainly want to
read 1h|s story of a heroic venturc

told with all' Mr. Winn's instinct

or narrative, atmosphere, and per-

sonality,” 12/6
*

Lt.-Col. The Hon.

GERALD

JOHN JDHHUEKJ
and other Characters

From the Works of

ROBERT SURTEES
By those who have not read their
Surtees, and equally by those who
have, this deh htful book dealing
with the chief characters in_the
greatest hunting stories in our litera-
ture will be warmly welcomed. 21/=

With 12 full-colour illustrations
by the Rt. Hon. the
EARL OF YPRES

*

Reminiscences of Life in Italy
during' War and Peace

NAOMI
JACORB

ME —-0OVER THERE

“If there has been a brighter volume
of reminiscences this year, the prcscnt
writer has not come across it." Thus
wrote the Sunda 1,v Times of a prevmus
aulobxographlca work Naomi

A shrewd and penelrahng
p|clurc ponmyed with humour and
common sen:

Willl a Foreword by

GEORGE WOOD, O.B.E.
(" Wee Georgie Wood")

17 illustrations 16/=
*

Author of " Magnolia Street”
(over 1,000,000 copies sold)

LOULS
GOLDING

THREE JOLLY GENTLEMEN

Two jolly ?enllcmnn with conflicting
ideals sail for the island of Daphne.
Their disparity of views kecp them
apart until the advent of the third
jolly gentleman, who heralds the
approach of fascism and war. 9/6

*
A Hutchinson Pocket Special

CHRISTMAS
PIE

A popular miscellany for men and
women, crammed with fine photo-
graphs, brilliant stories and the best
of y humour. 16

Yet the position and circul of
T he Times entailed a further responsi-
bility: “to form aright the public
opinion of this nation,” to stimulate,
to anmgﬂe and on occasion to

pers

HUTCHINSON
& Co (Publishers) Ltd
Largest of Book Publishers
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LOST ALLUSIONS

"HANS ANDERSEN IN ROME

H. C. Andersen : Romerske Da, ﬁbgsger.
agen : Gyldendal. Kr.13.50.

H. Topsge-JENSEN. Copenl

The publication of the diaries kept by
Hans Andersen during his four visits
to Rome scems to be an act of piety
rather than of necessity, since they
were obviously not written for publi-
cation and only supplied the great
writer with notes for his autobio-
graphy, Mit Livs Eventyr, as well as
with episodes in his novel Zimprovvisa-
toren (The Improvisatore), More-
over, since they have for some time
Jain in the Royal Library in Copen-
hagen, they have been available for
biographcrs who desired to use them.
Nevertheless, the two editors of this
volume™ have done their work well,
both in deciphering what is appar-
en!ly a somewhat illegible manuscript
and in identifying in the notes all the
people menuoncd in the diary.

Edited by PAuL V. Rusow and

been reported to ‘him with insufficient
tact by his faithful friends and patrons
the Collin family of . Copenhagen.
He gave way to utter despair, with
thoughts of suicide. As he wrote on
January 7, 1834 :

What a night T had ! There was fovcr
in my blood, and I tossed in bed.
near I was to eading this unhnpp hfcl
God forgive my thoughts, God &muve
them who have so deeply hurt me !

However, with the aid of good
advice and cncouragement from
friends on the spot, he got over his
woe, and proceeded to enjoy himself.
His ldter visits were less troubled
with sorrows of injured amour propre,
but it is interesting to observe his
natural sensitiveness breaking out
again during the last stay in Rome,
when he was a man of Furopean
and ever in request to

Andersen, an i
stayed in Rome on four occasions ; in
1833-34, from October to April with
a break in February ; in 1840-41 from
late December to February ; in April,
1846; and during May, 1861. He
obviously cnjoyed Rome immensely,
and was never weary of going to see
the churches and other monuments,
and of attending the great public
festivals and ceremonies of the Roman
Church at St. Peter’s and the Vatican.
The bulk of the entries in his diarics
record these daily occupations and
the meetings with friends and acquain-~
tances, mainly of the Scandinavian
colony, whose members regularly fore-
gathered at the Trattoria del Lepre.
The state of the-weather and the dis-
orders, if* any, of Andersen’s own

. health were also regularly entered.
These latter were sometimes painful,

read his stories at the houses of
friends. He had brought with him a
young man of the Collin family with
whose behaviour to himsclf he was
displeased, feeling himself shghted
and neglected on various occasions.
These sorrows he tearfully entered in
his diary with a singular want of
dignity. In the end there was an
affecting reconciliation and the sun
shone again. And when it shone,
Andersen certainly enjoyed himself
in the great city in which by 1846 he
said that he felt himself at home.

It was during his last visit that he
met Robert and Elizabeth Browning
at the house of Willam Wetmore
Storey, where he found Robert

Browning reciting The Pied Piper of ¢y’

Hamelin to a crowd of children,
whom he led round the room in

a bout of on one

and a carbuncle on another being
recorded in some detail. Andersen
appears from his diaries to have been
much more delicate than his activity
might have seemed to suggest; he
frequently noted fever in his blood
and stomach ache, and the cvenings
when he went early to bed.

He was also highly sensitive in his
feelings. The first stay in Rome, at a
time when he had not yet fought his
way out of obscurity, was for a time
ruined by an adverse criticism of his
Agnete and the Merman which had
appeared in a Danish paper and had

SPORTS BOOKS
FOR CHRISTMAS

WIMBLEDON
STORY

Norah  Gordon  Cleather's
fascinating story of Wimble¢-
don from the garden-party
days of Worple Road to the
streamlined play and players
of to-day. 74 magnificent
illustrations. 10/6 net

{CRICKET ON
SATURDAY

Graham White's collection of
short storics and ecssays on

Club  Cricket.
entertaining.

‘Thoroughly
7/6 net

Sir Pelham Warner's ** Book
of Cricket™ (9/6 ner) makes
an ideal gift for any boy.

SPORTING HANDBOOKS LTD.
13 BEDFORD SQUARE, W.C.!

Moby Dick: A Play for Radio from Herman Melville's Novel<br->Living Writers<br->And So To Bed

pr having dressed himself
up as the Pied Piper. Then they
played an English dance game. Young
Jonas Collin, we regret to rcad, was
bored on this occasion, and also felt
cold because he had Ieft off his waist-
coat. He looked so pale that Andersen
sent him home, but himself stayed
at the children’s party till six. Four
days later he called on Mrs. Browning,
who ““ was looking very ill ”; it was
not much more than a month before
her death. To English readers the
rest of Andersen’s contacts will be of
less interest, as they were mainly in
the Scandinavian circle.

R L Ll L L U B U L e
Surzival of the quickest

A recent, and very limited, consumer rescarch among a real handful
of children scems to suggest that hens are now losing their wartime
knack of laying powdered eggs, on points, in boxes of twelve.

There are those who read into this a sign that things are gradually
getting back to normal. Others (mnemkm

the basic petrol allowance) are carcfully bracing themsclves against the
impending onslaught of another year of peace, by an carly visit to
The Times Book Shop. Such a visit has much to commend it, for in
a matter of minutes you can arrange to surround yourself with good
reading for the whole year—come rain, come dollars—by means of a
Library Subscription. If you have hal€ an hour or so to spare you can
complete the good work, and disposc of many other present problems,
by gifts chosen from the widest collection of Christmas books that
London has scen for many a long day.

THE TIMES

BOOK CLUB

BOOK SHOP & LIBRARY

THE 'TIMES BOOK CLUB, 42 Wigmore Street, London, W.1
TELEPHONE: WELBECK 3781
Library Branches at PETER JONES, Sloane Square; and Provinces

ing what has happencd to
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Fust out:

JUAN GRIS

HIS LIFE AND WORK BY
Danicl-Henry Kahnweiler
Translated by Douglas Cooper

The first monograph m English
devoted to Juan Gris, this book is
both a biography and a detailed
study of one of the most outstanding
painters of this century. Based on
the artist’s letters and other original
documents, most of them not readily
available, it also contains Gris’
collected writings about art. Inevite
ably, the lnslorr and principles
of cubism are fully cxplained and
the author has aucmpxcd a serious

ERIC PARTRIDGE : Shakespeare’s Bawdy. A Literary and Psychological
Essay and a Comprehensive Glossary, Routledge. 42s.

The history of literary criticism shows
that while criticism is swayed by
precedent, it is affected by the social
and other conventions and the intel-
lectual fashions of the critic’s own
day. 1Tt is, therefore, no surprise that
in this many-minded era new and
multifarious chernclcnstslfs have been

Cotgrave and Florio in fact show
how many peculiar meanings asso-

ciated with otherwise simple words 1

were currently understood in Eliza-
bethan and Jacobean times. We may
hence believe that Shakespeare in his
allusions to sexual matters was mainly
intent upon his dramatic purpose ;
and so Coleridge's opinion

given p ian
cxposition, each according to the
personal predilections or particular
thesis of the writer. Some comments
on the various Shakespeares produced
by this process were made by Mr.
T. S. Eliot, in a paper read before the
English Association in 1927, with the
\wsc remark that the deliberate scepti-
cism or cynicism or slmclsm 'zlleged

that- if the dramatist “ occasionally
disgusts a keen sense of delicacy, he
never injures the mind ; he does
not use the faulty thing for a faulty
purpose. . . . In Shakespeare vice
never walks as in twilight ; nothing
is purposely out of its p]ace i

Mr. Partridge himself, in_dealing
with thc poet s gcncml attitude to Sex
and that “ It

among other o
the poet’s work, is actually a quahly
that he used for dramatic ends.
Since that date the psychologists
and others have been acnvc, and, as

is . . . safer and wiser to speak rathcr
of his treatment of sex than of his
attitude towards it ; better, and wiser
stlll to speak of his remarks on and
to sex than of the treatment

might have been d, the
of references to sex in the plays and
poems has received special attention
in accordance with some of the modern
views of it. Mr. Eric Partridge, in
Shakespeare’s Bawdy, finds it apposite
to quote Mr. Kenneth Walker's
Physiology of Sex in support of
greater modern tolerance of thought
in such matters, Mr. Partridge
describes himself as a Shakespeare-
lover, interested in wit and words, and
not a Shakespearian scholar. In his
essay he divides discussion of his
subject into five main ca(egones.
Shakespeare’s system of imagery in
his approach to, and treatment of,
sex; rcfcrcnocs to non-sexual bz\wdy
H 3 sexual all

ranging from the fig igurative through
the literal-allusive to the abSolutely
frank ; and general.

Such references concern  both
physical aunbn(es and their functions,
and the imagery used m thr,m is

he accords it.” *“ The word or phrase,”
writes Mr. Partridge in another
passage, ‘‘always suits either the
speaker or the scene or the event.”
Mr, Partridge’s reader might at this
point understand that Shakespeare's
treatment of these sexual matters
was not devoid of a certain objectivity ;
but Mr. Partridge feels able to make
some sweeping deductions. Shake-
speare cxhlblled, he tells us in one
connexion, ‘““the healthy téndencies
of a healthy, well-balanced male and
mind,” which is what we should
infer; but he also declares that the
poet “ was an exceedingly knowledge-
able amorist ” ; and further that it
has not even yct been fully appreciated
that Shakespeare is the world’s greatest
wit.”

Qur author concludes that at one
period, covering the plays from
Hamlet to the early half of The
Winter’s Tale, thc poet suffered
from but that this disgust

drawn from all the multi

affairs of life. It is expressed in an
enormously rich vocabulary : all of it
derived, not from books, but from
ﬁrst—hand experience. Mr. Partridge
repudiates with emphasis allegations

did not make for reticence ; and
thinks that Shakespeare seems to
have held that to. write is to create,
and to make love is potentially to
create; but that composition  is
supenur to lovc,makmg as a means of
p! and almost equal to

ADVENTURE IN ART
LUCY WERTHEIM

A nitractive and readable book abeut

miodecn art and acilsts, with 45 plates

(Gve in full colour). 21/ net
Signed Copies £2.2.0 net

THEATRE OUTLOOK
J. B. PRIESTLEY
Os0 of the most clear sighted and import~
aot books on the future of our theatco

ever published.
Tllustrated.  7/6 net

A CZARINA'S STORY
UNA POPE-HENNESSY

The bride of Cxar Nicholas II was a
modest llitle Germun Princess 5 here, with
introdaction and epilogue, Is hee charme
Iug, naive Diary. Coplously llustrated,

Shortly. Cr. dto 8/6 net

ECONOMIC
WELLBEING
C. B. PURDOM

The outline of an Econousic Budget for
this country, which is at tho sne time
far-reaching and steicily practical.

Shordly. 8/6 net
. New Fiction
THE GORSE BLOOMS
PALE

DAN DAVIN

Thin gifted autbor's Grst collection of
be pleture of & mian's

[
progress from childhiood to full stature,
/6 net

THE GOLDEN PEBBLE
MARGOT BENNETT
Mrs, Bennett's first non detective movel
deals with a gold-rush in Coruwall—und-
buman sature In the raws 8/6 net
DINNER FOR NONE
MAUREEN SARSFIELD

A murder mystery set In a snowbound

country botel, (ull of suepense wnd tercar,

n, -u ntbor of W Green December Fills
Graveyards””  Shorily,  8/6 net

Chiristmas_Special
MEMOIRS OF A FIR
TREE

RACHEL FERGUSON
A witty, seandalous and continuously
nmusing “ autobiograghy.' lllusteated by
“Victorla, 6/ net

of what is now termed *‘sexual
deviation” on K ’s own
part. He h the abund;

wit associated with the poet’s sexual
allusions—it in which he is supreme
among the dramatists, and which is
sometimes so complcx that much

Jit as an anodyne to the loncli of
artistically creative men, serving to
satisfy the intellectual and spiritual
need to create and assuage desire by
sublimation.

alertness of mind and knowl
Elizabethan phraseology are needed
to appreciate it.

In all of these allusions Shake-
speare reflected certain of the manners
of his times; and Mr. Partridge
remarks that in drama and elscwhere

there is ample cvidence that men and,

women conversed with great freedom
on sexual matters, The pages of

Shak s
of course, be viewed in its pluce
amidst the whole of his profound and
many-sided portrayal of life, and
parucularly his treatment of human
Jove in all its phases, Such matters
are outside the scope of Mr. Partridge’s
present book, but he proposes to
deal with love and fncndshlp in
Shakespeare at some future time.

THE SPOKEN WORD

G. H. PueLes (Editor): Living
Writers. Sylvan Press. 8s. 6d.
Henry REeD: Moby Dick. A Play
for Radio from Herman Melville's

Novel. Cape. 6s.

EDWARD SACKVILLE-WEST: And So
to Bed. An Album Compiled
from his B.B.C. Feature. Phoenix
House. 12s. 6d.

In his excellent introduction to the

group of broadcast appreciations now

published under the title Living

Writers Mr. Gilbert Phelps strongly

criticizes any attemipt to imposc upon

Radio what he calls “a fourth

estate” in language; and in the

twelve Third Programme talks which
follow it has clearly becn the general
intention of each contributor to
approximate as closely as possible the
spoken to the written word. At its
best the result is as good as Mr.

Dylan Thomas's talk on Mr. de la

Mare or Mr. Grigson's on Mr.

Wyndham Lewis. Speech rhythms

give an air of fluency to an intel-

lectual process and the process itself
is worked out in language only ver};

he imposes immediately on the teller
of the tale can make a fitting
amalgam of the majestic and the
absurd in what is to come. Mr. Reed,
with outstanding patience and skill,
has taken the ccntral drama of the
story and guided it, using as far as
possible Melville's own words, past
the obvious dangers of digression and
over-insistence. In this guiding pro-
cess passages of his own verse stand
up like buoys, constant and illu-
minating; further, by putting them
as commentaries into the mouths of
Ishmael and Father Mapple he has at
least been able to recall the single
focus of Melville's story-teiling. The
re-casting of the drama is not less
tactful ; where a scquence of speech
or incident has been shifted it is
regularly with the right enhancement
of dramatic effect. deelny to the

NICHOLSON & WATSON

of sex must, .

THE
‘QUEEN ELIZABETH’

“A very desirable gift book.”—

The Sunday Times.

“A big and handsome volume

befitting a_ big and handsome

ship. splendid instance of the
* printer’s art and craltsmanship.”

— Journal nmerce.

“This is a wonderful production,
1 hopc it finds its way all over the
world.”’—Sir Amos Ayre, K.B.E.,

D.Sc.

An ideal %ﬂ book, cdited b(
Clarence mclmslcr (Editor}
“Shlp{lng Wonders of I/tf World™),
for all who love ships an
beautiful books, _ 42

THEY ALSO SERVE
Dorothea St. Hill Bourne
A volume rich in humour, drama
and human interest, for all animal
and bird lovers, With introduc-
tion by Admiral of the Flect Lord
Mountevans, K.C.B.,, DS.O.,
LL.D. 155,

ATOMIC
CHALLENGE

The B.B.Cs “Atomic Weck”
talks, with additional commen-
taries by writers of different

1 has its d;
Splendour remains; but in lhe
ordinary rub of talk the “ Pequod ™

seems occasionally to be under com-
mand, not of Ahab but of Captain
Hook. The fault is mainly Melville’s
own, but it springs in part from small

slightly d by the
being heard and not read. This un-
pretentious little book should be
obtained by anyone who wishes to
attempt the hard art of informal
criticism ; it avoids, in parucular, that
stifling intimacy wh|ch sometimes
drives the elevated listener to risk the
draughty uproar of the plains below.
If broadcast ~criticism is hard,
drama is infinitely harder ;

critical app its i
and achievements, \hlh seventy
large plates, two in colour, and
more than fifty biographical illus-
trations in the text.
Med. glo. es e
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nnd it might be thought that Moby
Dick presented a problem strictly
insoluble. It is a novel which owes
everything to the unifying force of
the first person singular—a force
which excuses the hollow boom of its
weaker passages. Melville’s style
swells easily to an organ volume; but
like the organ it has a tendency to
cipher. Only the tone of voice which

in which Mr. Reed has
taken the original phrasing and then
too scrupulously washed the grit out
of it. This most intelligent adapta-
tion awakens the hope that he will
write an original play for the same
medium.

Mr. Sackville-West’s anthology is
taken from the short cvening broad-
casts of poetry and prose for which
he was responsible in the middle
years of the war. They mix the
familiar easily with the unexpected ;
and they makc a most comfortable
little book, not too rare, not too prim:
an anthology, in fact, which, besides
reinforcing Mr. Phelps’s contention
that good writing is also good broad-
cast material, stands square on its
own merits,
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“ Ready shortly. 30s,
“The next Winchester publica-
tions are awmlod with pleasurable

anticipation.”
—Liverpool Daily Post.
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